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B-36's PARADE AT CAPITAL AND AT HOME 






Ships Lead 
Salute To 


Air Force 


Convair B-36’s which led 
the sky parade at President 
Truman's inauguration, pa¬ 
raded again last week in a 
thundering salute over Ft. 
Worth and Carswell Air Base 
on the seventh anniversary of 
the Eighth Air Force. 

Last Friday’s air show co¬ 
incided with the annual South¬ 
western Exposition and Stock 
Show. 

A total of 11 B-36’s—six more 
than flew over Washington — 

, took part in the review despite 
freezing weather. 

This was the second mass 
flight within a few weeks which 
drew the nation’s attention to 
the B-36. The other, viewed by 
packed thousands in the nation’s 
capital, is described in the ac¬ 
companying first person story: 


’30 Seconds Over Capital' 
Offers Thrill of Lifetime 


By BOB VOLLMER 

(Convairiety Ft. Worth Editor) 


New Badge 
System For 


SD Planned 


TESTS AT CONVAIR FW—This wicked looking U. S. Navy 
fghter landed at Convair FW last month to initiate an extensive 
flight testing program at Convair FW. It is Chance-Vought made 
F7U-I Cutlass. Craft buzzed field at "upwards of 600 miles per 
hour" before landing. 


How does it feel to fly to Washington in a Convair- 
built Air Force B-36 for the inauguration and return to 
Ft. Worth in time for dinner? To the Air Force crew that 
flew our B-36, it was just a “routine mission." But to a 
groundlubber it was the biggest bang in a lifetime. 


B-36 NEWS DIRECT—News 
leaves B-36 by radio as Tech. Sgt. 
Elwood W. McLemore taps out 
a dispatch while CpI. Armando 
Villareal looks on. 

FW Man's Car Hits 
Concrete Abutment 

John Wilson, Convair FW 
Mating and Wing (46), suffered 
critical injuries Jan. 24 when his 
car struck a concrete abutment 
in the drive approaching the 
Convair plant. Wilson was blind¬ 
ed by a torrential early morning 
rain. He suffered a broken nose 
and internal injuries. 


XC-99 Flies Seventh 
Test at San Diego 

Convair’s XC-99 resumed itr 
test flight program Jan. 24 with 
a one hour, 36 minute hop, its 
seventh flight and the first since 
last spring. Originally scheduled 
for a longer trip, the world’s 
largest land plane returned to 
Convair SD to adjust a mal¬ 
functioning landing gear dooi 
which prevented complete retrac¬ 
tion of the right landing gear. 


FW THANKED FOR TOYS 
A letter of thanks to all Con¬ 
vair employees came last week 
from the All Church Federation 
which operates a children’s home 
in which scores of new toys do¬ 
nated by Convair employees were 
distributed at Christmas time. 
The collection was sponsored by 
the Convair FW Foremen’s Club. 


First, there’s the thrill when 
Capt. William Waltman at Cars¬ 
well Air Force base puts you on 
the passenger list. The little mat¬ 
ter of getting up at 1 a.m. 
doesn’t pose mu<*h of a problem; 
you were too excited to sleep 
anyhow. 

Since you’re not a flyer or a 
crewman, you don’t have the 
proper clothes. And you’ve heard 
stories about it being colder than 
Siberia when a 36 is forced to 
high altitudes to find good 
weather. 

So you start looking for 
warm clothes. You don’t have 
any. You decide to try the 
layer system. First comes wool 
pajamas, then underclothes, 
two shirts, two sox, two of 
everything except neckties. 

With aviation-writer Robert 
Wear (Ft. Worth Star-Telegram) 
and photographer Johnny Maz- 
ziota (formerly at Convair FW) 
you arrive at base operations at 
3 a.m. 

By 4 a.m., you’re on the ramp. 
In the 15-degree temperature 
you’re shivering like a rivet gun. 
Your ship is “010” and you 
meet the men who’ll fly it. They 
belong to the 26th Bomb Squad¬ 
ron, 11th Bomb Group of the 
8th Air Force. First pilot is 
Capt. Edward L. Warner, big, 
tall and slow-talking. Second 
pilot is Maj. Charles T. More¬ 
land, commanding officer of the 
11th Bomb Group, and co-pilot 
is Capt. George J. Benedict. They 
look as if they had stepped from 
an Air Force recruiting poster. 

Ducks must have learned to 
waddle from watching a man 
wearing a seat-type parachute! 
With the ’chute banging be¬ 
hind you, you clamber ungrace¬ 
fully aboard. The engines are 
idling comfortably. The pilot 
releases the brakes. The huge 
craft moves slowly to the taxi 


strip. Another B-36 is ahead, 
just taking off. 

To make certain you don’t miss 
anything, you keep looking over 
the shoulder of Staff Sgt. George 
A. Taggs, scanner at lower right 
blister. You see only gray pave¬ 
ment in the dim pre-dawn light. 
The engines change to a throaty 
roar. The floor trembles. You’re 
moving down the runway. Before 
you realize it, the pilot has 
pulled her off. You’re on your 
way to Washington! 

Once in the air, crew and pas¬ 
sengers settle down for a 2,500 
mile trip. Scanners at the four 
blisters in the aft compartment 
watch the six engines on the 
trailing edge of the wing to spot 
trouble. 

Passing over Dallas, 30 miles 
(Continued on Page 8) 


POW-WOW — While crew¬ 
man stands watch on B-36 inter¬ 
communication system and at a 
blister, these airmen are inter¬ 
viewed by Convairiety newsman 
during flight. Airmen are St. Sgt. 
Floyd O. Johnson, St. Sgt. 
George A. Taggs and Sgt. 
Eugene Harris. 


A new badge system which 
will more closely parallel 
that in effect in FW was in 


store this week for Convair 


SD. 


Under the proposed system, 
approximately 1,000 persons who 
now carry yellow first shift 
badges will receive red and 
white striped badges which will 
better denote their positions. 


The striped badges will be 
given to professional administra¬ 
tive personnel, flat salaried but 
non-supervisory. Badges, in addi¬ 
tion to department and clock 
numbers, will carry names and 
job titles. Primarily affected are 
large groups in Engineering. 


Supervisors on all shifts will 
continue to carry red badges. 
However, changing second shift 
badges from dark to light green 
is being considered to give 
greater distinction. White will 
remain the color for third shift 
badges. The new system is ex¬ 
pected to go into effect about 
Mar. 1. 


THE CAPITOL—As seen from a Ft. Worth B-36, one of five that led a sky parade for President 
Truman's inauguration. 


Cutlass Strafes 
Convair FW Like 
Berserk Mallard' 


Rain, Snow, Sleet 
Plague Convair FW 

Rain, snow and sleet all at the 
same time was just one variety 
of ever-variable weather visited 
upon the Convair FW division 
last week. 

As CONVAIRIETY’S deadline 
passed, Ft. Worth and most of 
Tarrant county was covered with 
a film of solid ice. 

Work on B-36’s parked out¬ 
side on the ramp was slowed, 
but inside work continued as 
usual. There were comparatively 
few late arrivals and absentees 
reported, considering the weather. 

Turn in Your 
Name For B-36 

Have you turned in your 
name for the B-36? 

Time is running out. In less 
than four weeks the contest 
will close and the judges will 
start sifting through the en¬ 
tries to determine the winners 
of the $50 first prize. Dead¬ 
line is Feb. 28. 

Turn in your suggestion to 
Industrial Relations at SD or 
FW. Just write your sugges¬ 
tion on a slip of paper, sign 
your name and department 
number. Only one suggestion 
per customer. 


A jet job of breath-taking 
speed strafed the runway near 
Convair FW a few days ago 
and spectators aren’t over the 
shock yet. 

It was the new Chance-Vought 
XF7U-1 Cutlass Navy fighter 
which is making use of the long 
Carswell Air Force Base run¬ 
ways for an exhaustive flight 
test program. 

A CONVAIRIETY news report 
from the scene brought forth 
some vivid figures of speech: 
Sighted at a distance of sev¬ 
eral miles the plane was de¬ 
scribed as “barrelling like a 
mallard gone beserk with a 
blowtorch in its tail feathers.” 
With swept-back wings and with 
two vertical stabilizers and rud¬ 
ders located in the trailing edge 
of the wing, the plane looks like 
anything but a conventional air¬ 
craft. It is powered by two West- 
inghouse turbo-jets in the tail. 

The Cutlass, after buzzing the 
field, landed and halted near the 
Convair FW hangar. Joel R. 
Baker, Chance-Vought test pilot, 
climbed out as unconcerned as 
if he had just brought down an 
elevator from the second floor. 

“What were you making 
when you buzzed the field?” 
he was asked. 

“I can’t say in so many 
words,” he replied, “because of 
Navy regulations. But it was 
something over 600 m.p.h.” 
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Promotions 

FT. WORTH 

The following were promoted to or 
within supervision, and professional and 
administrative effective Jan. 16: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: Burton Brown 
to Engineering drawings checker A; 
William W. Hill to weight control engi¬ 
neer A; George M. Kaler to aerodynami- 
cist B ; Alfred P. Madsen to aerodyna- 
micist B; Daniel E. Pratt to aerodyna- 
micist B ; Raymond W. Zimmerman to 
aerodynamicist B. 

Dept. 11, Contract: Van Buren Jones 
to estimator A. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following were promoted to or 
within supervision, and professional and 
administrative effective Jan. 16: (Dain- 
gerfield).. 

Dept. 62, Accounting, J. E. Halman 
to Accounting supervisor; Dept. 8, Meth¬ 
ods and Controls, H. K. Perrill to Plant 
Engineering supervisor. 

Classes 

FT. WORTH 

Enrollments for the following new 
classes are being taken by the Convair 
FW Education section: 

Advanced Aerodynamics 4:30 p.m. Feb. 
7, room 14, education section. Blueprint 
reading fundamentals, advanced blueprint 
reading, 1:30 p.m., 4 p.m., Feb. 15, Con¬ 
vair FW Personnel Bldg. B-36 familiari¬ 
zation, aircraft electricity, aircraft hy¬ 
draulics, 1:30 p.m., 4 p.m., Feb. 16, 
Convair FW Personnel Bldg. 

For additional information call educa¬ 
tion section. Ext. 5245. 

Service Pins 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins 
during the period Jan. 3 through Jan. 
17: 

Ten-year pins: Dept. 6, T. H. Chad¬ 
wick, A. G. Tsongas; Dept. 9, R. C. 
Mark; Dept. 24, Ralph A. Way. 

Five-year pins: Dept. 6, W. G. Kem¬ 
mer, S. V. Silva; Dept. 9, V. A. Blaha; 
Dept. 10, Lois T. Ferris; Dept. 11, Mary 

B. Zelno; Dept. 22, Thelma O. McClen¬ 
don, D. W. Piker, L. D. Veall; Dept. 
26, R. T. Andrews; Dept. 27, C. F. 
Haradon, L. M. Stith, Jr., K. B. Sutfin, 

B. E. Urich; Dept. 31, Kenneth Alex¬ 
ander, J. T. Klecan; Dept. 124, I. T. 
Andrews; Dept. 130, Ray J. McAfee, 
Mae K. Moore; Dept. 221, Guy E. Rhea; 
Dept. 230, T. H. Parker; Dept. 240, 
Chas. B. King, Sr., Paul F. Melger, 
Jos. P. Siegel, Jr. ; Dept. 245, Theodore 
Mellum; Dept. 270, Elmer Abernathy; 
Dept. 300, E. R. Palisch ; Dept. 340, W. 
D. Ogilvie. 

FT. WORTH 

The following received five-year service 
pins during the period Jan. 7 through 
Jan. 20: 

Dept. 4, J. L. Goodwin, C. Doyle, J. 
W. Henry; Dept. 6, N. J. Burns; Dept. 
7, L. M. Richter; Dept. 8, J. A. Har¬ 
den ; Dept. 9, J. P. Patterson ; Dept. 20, 

C. L. Childress; Dept. 22, P. L. Tigner, 
C. W. Shaw; Dept. 24, G. L. Harding; 
Dept. 25, C. W. Stocker, G. N. Neigh¬ 
bors, J. S. Allen. 

Dept. 27, R. M. Tate, D. C. McCord; 
Dept. 30, J. F. Boyd; Dept. 31, L. 
Storm; Dept. 44, J. W. Hooten, W. D. 
Hays; Dept. 45, I. H. Hatchett, H. O. 
Dickerson; Dept. 46, C. W. Shoemaker; 
Dept. 50, O. O. Medford, J. B. Lope- 
man, M. E. Felton, D. A. Ball, C. G. 
Blackman; Dept. 61, C. B. Wimberly, 
T. T. Moss, W. B. Long; Dept. 73, B. 
B. Wirsing, A. W. Smith, W. H. Dean ; 
Dept. 82, G. B. Day, V. G. Norman. 


mm 


Awards 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion Awards totaling $409.50 during 
the weeks ending Jan. 13 and Dec. 20: 

D. J. Greim, B. C. Hudson, Dept. 3; 

N. Grand, Dept. 4; C. R. Walker, Jr., 
Dept. 6 ; J. R. Crenshaw, B. R. Haile, 
H. E. Sermons, Dept. 27 ; W. J. McTag- 
gart. Dept. 31; C. D. Duncan, Dept. 
101 ; C. R. Cox, Dept. 103 ; J. C. Ardoin, 

O. G. Bracey, Dept. 235; R. S. Flores, 
Dept. 240 ; G. E. Boldman, Dept. 245; 

E. D. Rose, Dept. 250; J. Williams, 
Dept. 270 ; K. E. Coughlin, Dept. 300; 

K. Gordinier, Dept. 350 ; J. N. Pasich, 
Dept. 401 ; J. R. Gillilan, Dept. 235. 

Births 

FT. WORTH 

BOSHER—Son, John Sherman, born 
Jan. 16, 7 lbs. 8% oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth H. Bosher, Dept. 22-8. 

FAUGHT—Daughter, Debra Jan, born 
Dec. 23, 6 lbs. 13 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. B. Faught, Dept. 61. 

GLOSUP—Daughter, Gwendolyn, born 
Dec. 13, 7 lbs. 9 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
N. E. Glosup, Dept. 61. 

GREEN—Son, James Earl, born Jan. 
10, 6 lbs., to Mr. and Mrs. E. Green, 
Dept. 61. 

LITTRELL—Daughter, Donna Marie, 
born Dec. 20, 7 lbs. 7 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. R. Littrell, Dept. 61. 

MANN—Daughter, Judy Ann, born 
Dec. 29, 8 lbs. 1 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
J. H. Mann, Dept. 61. 

McCULLOUGH — Son, Paul Randall, 
born Dec. 29, 6 lbs. 4 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. W. A. McCullough, Dept. 61. 

McKEE—Son, Larry Michael, born 
Jan. 1, 7 lbs. % oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
T. W. McKee, Dept. 61. 

NEIGHBORS—Son, Robert Allen, born 
Jan. 7, 7 lbs. 11 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
R. M. Neighbors, Dept. 4-5. 

NEWMAN—Daughter, Brenda Louise, 
born Jan. 14, 6 lbs. 2 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. L. N. Newman, Dept. 43. 

PEGUES — Daughter, Paula Gayle, 
born Jan. 7, 7 lbs. 3 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ted Pegues, Dept. 27-1. 

ROBERSON — Daughter, Janet Lee, 
born Jan. 1, 6 lbs. 4 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. W. E. Roberson, Dept. 22-8. 

SWANK—Daughter, Cheryl, born Jan. 
4, 7 lbs. 6 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. W. F. 
Swank, Dept. 50. 

WEXLER — Daughter, Marcia Ruth, 
born Jan. 4, 7 lbs. 9% oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. Allen I. Wexler, Dept. 6-4. 

SAN DIEGO 

BARRETT—Son, Christy Gregg, born 
Jan. 3, 7 lbs. 4% oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
C. W. Barrett, Dept. 27. 

BJORNSON—Son, Ricky Lee, born 
Dec. 4, 8 lbs. 7 1 / & oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
H. M. Bjornson, Dept. 235. 

DELBI—Daughter, Cynthia Anne, born 
Jan. 15, 8 lbs. 4 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
C. H. Delhi, Dept. 350. 

EUBANKS—Son, Michael Lorell, born 
Dec. 25, 10 lbs. 1 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 

L. F. Eubanks, Dept. 310. 
O’CONNELL—Daughter, Lynn Irene. 

born Dec. 30, 6 lbs. 1 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. L. J. O’Connell, Dept. 26. 

ROZYCKI — Daughter, Marina Cecile, 
born Jan. 8, 8 lbs. 3 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Rozycki, Dept. 31. 

SIEGEL—Son, Eric Martin, born Jan. 
16, 8 lbs. 4 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. J. P. 
Siegel, Dept. 240. 

SLACK — Daughter, Jan Katherine, 
born Dec. 16, 7 lbs. 7 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Slack, Jr., Dept. 9-1. 

WASILEWSKI—Son, Robert Mathew, 
born Jan. 23, 8 lbs. 8-% oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. H. Wasilewski, Dept. 27. 

WRIGHTSON — Son, John William, 
born Jan. 15, 7 lbs. 4 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Wrightson, Jr., Dept. 330. 




'Shy/ Visitor From 
India, Works at SD 
To Gain Experience 

Although it is a system that 
not everyone could afford, it is 
going to make Mehdi Shirazi of 
Pakistan a top notch aeronautical 
engineer or he will know the 
reason why. 

Shirazi, who suggests you call 
him “Shy” for obvious reasons, 
has been working at Convair 
since September but has never 
received a pay envelope, nor does 
he expect one. 

After graduation from the 
University of Bombay in electri¬ 
cal and mechanical engineering, 
Shy worked for Orient Airways 
in Pakistan, and also as an elec¬ 
trician and a motor car mechanic 
to further his mechanical knowl¬ 
edge. Then he got a bright idea 
and wrote to several big aircraft 
companies in the states, suggest¬ 
ing that he go to work for them 



CALL ME SHY—When you 
learn that his name is Mehdi 
Shirazi, you understand why he 
suggests the nick-name. Shy, 27, 
is a native of Pakistan. He came 
to Convair SD in September to 
gain valuable experience in air¬ 
plane manufacture. 

for nothing, in order to gain ex¬ 
perience. 

“Convair was the only one that 
gave me any encouragement and 
told me how to go about it,” Shy 
recalled. With the help of Con¬ 
vair’s Education Department, 
Shy became a worker. He reports 
at 7 a.m. and knocks off at 3:30 
and follows the same routine as 
everyone else, except that he is 
shifted from department to de¬ 
partment according to a set 
schedule made out by the Edu¬ 
cation section to provide him 
with wide experience. 

Shy is not the first to take 
advantage of Convair’s facilities 
for learning. Several from Egypt 
and the Argentine have availed 
themselves of the opportunity. 
Precedent was developed during 
the war when the government 
sponsored exchange of student 
engineers with those in foreign 
countries. 
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DECEMBER CHAMPS—It took almost a year of trying, but Final 
Assembly at SD finally won the monthly safety award. They had 
the best rating during December. Back row, left to right: M. L. 
Bjorstrom, F. McLaughlin, H. D. Cromartie, Frank Budz, H. W. 
Hawthorne. Front row: Roy Combs, W. F. McGrath, A. H. 
Leboffe, all foremen. 


Experimental SD Wins Permanent 
Trophy for Best 1948 Safety Record 


Experimental SD ended 1948 
with the plant’s best safety rec¬ 
ord and thereby earned perma¬ 
nent possession of the revolving 
trophy for which various depart¬ 
ments competed during the year. 

Experimental led all others by 
having won the trophy for five 
months, February, April, May, 
June and September. Runner-up 
was Fabrication which won the 
award in March, July, October 
and November. Major and Pri¬ 
mary Assembly scored twice, 
during August and January, and 
Final Assembly came through 
for a victory in December. 

Final Assembly’s injury index 


rate was 9.77 during December 
followed by Fabrication at 16.54 
and Experimental at 19.72. The 
injury index rate is arrived at 
by combining the accident fre¬ 
quency rate with the severity 
rate. 

Final Assembly has possession 
of the 1948 trophy for a month 
before it will be turned over to 
Experimental for permanent pos¬ 
session. Meanwhile, Russ Carter, 
safety supervisor, has obtained 
a new trophy which will be the 
object of competition during 
1949. The January winner will 
be announced later. 




After leaving Convair some 
six months hence, Shy hopes to 
study further at Cal Tech, then 
return to India prepared to 
handle an important airline job 
there. 


One of Triplets Dies 

Susan Scott, 12 days old, 
daughter of G. A. Scott (Ex¬ 
perimental SD), died in Mercy 
hospital Jan. 19. Her sisters, 
Toan and Donna, were reported 
doing well in an incubator and 
are expected to survive. They 
were the first triplets born at 
Mercy in 15 years. 


Deaths 


RECOGNITION BY CAA—This was the scene last month during 
presentation of a CAA Production Certificate to Convair at SD 
which empowers company to certify own airplanes. In foreground 
LaMotte T. Cohu receives certificate from James R. Read, CAA 
administrator for sixth region. Others, left to right: Ernest Wenig- 
mann, SD division manager, J. C. Frazer of CAA, Frank Harrison, 
assistant to president, H. C. Darling of CAA, W. S. Cockrell, 
Convair chief inspector, C. T. Holman and R. Bowers of CAA. 


SAN DIEGO 

BROWN—Arthur L., Dept. 25, Jan. 
20. Survivor: wife. 

NEMEC—John, Dept. 25-7, Jan 14. 
Survivor: daughter. 

FT. WORTH 

MYERS—Herman, Dept. 50, Jan. 18. 
Survivors: wife, father, one child. 

LANGENHEDER — Walter George, 
Dept. 50, Jan. 17. Survivors: wife, 
father, mother, one child. 


INSPECTS B-36 KITCHEN—Maj. Thomas J. Rogers, Carswell 
Air Force Base food service supervisor, is shown trying out a 
portable oven recently installed in a B-36. At least 60 different 
varieties of food are now available for crew members flying the 
big ship.—U. S. Air Force photo. 

Portable Kitchens Designed to Feed 
Steak and Potatoes to B-36 Crew 


Eighth Air Force crew mem¬ 
bers on one world-ranging B-36 
bomber in the future will be able 
to step up to one of the new 
portable kitchens recently in¬ 
stalled in both the fore and aft 
compartments and to prepare a 
complete meal that would rival 
Mom’s cooking. 

The two kitchens have been 
installed in one bomber by the 
Eighth Air Force at Carswell 
Air Force base, adjacent to Con¬ 
vair FW. If they prove success¬ 
ful, they may be installed in all 
B-36s for which long-range op¬ 
eration is planned. 

The kitchens are equipped 
with two portable ovens, each 
weighing 35 pounds, and two 


freezing chests containing up 
to 54 packaged meals. Each 
chest holds sufficient food to 
feed nine crew members six 
meals, or the equivalent nutri¬ 
tion necessary for 36 hours of 
continuous flight. 

The meals, prepared in paper 
plates and wrapped in tinfoil, 
can be prepared six at a time 
within 18 minutes. The bever¬ 
ages are ready to serve in paper 
cups. A warning bell tells the 
B-36 crew members when chow 
is done. There’ll be no fussing 
over who draws the kitchen po¬ 
lice duties either, after a dinner 
from the portable kitchen. The 
plates and cups are easily dis¬ 
posed of in a garbage can. 
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CRA Officers Top 
SD Activity Heads 



a. p. MANINO 
(Inspection), vice 
president of CRA, 
former athletic head 
of Employee Assn.; 
Convair man for 
eight years, now 
commissi oner for 
Archery, Horse¬ 
shoes, Shooting. 


CLAUDE F. 
HENNINGER (Ac¬ 
counting), treasurer 
of CRA. Also 
treasurer of 
SD County Badmin¬ 
ton Assn. Convair 
man 12 years. Now 
badminton commis¬ 
sioner and for 
years a prominent 
player in own 
right. 


T. C. BERAR- 
DINI ( Sheet 
Metal), commis¬ 
sioner of softball. 
Convair man 13 
years and promi¬ 
nent softball player. 
Member of cham¬ 
pionship teams of 
1937, 1939, 1943 

and 1948. 


MIKE BROOKS 
(B-50 Nose), bowl¬ 
ing commissioner. 
With Convair 13 
years. Was plant’s 
top bowler in ’38. 
’39 and ’40 and 
won ’48 doubles. 
His best game is 
289 and best three- 
game series is 755. 


H. A. BEYRER 
(Welding), baseball 
commissioner, with 
Convair seven 
years, Beyrer played 
on Convair winter 
league winning 
team in 1940. He 
is a former minor 
league professional. 


G. J. LeFEBVRE 
(E x p e r i m e n- 
tal), tennis com- 
missioner, with 
eight years, served 
several years as as- 
6 i s t a n t commis¬ 
sioner before tak¬ 
ing full sponsorship 
last year. Is excel¬ 
lent player in own 
right. 


CHARLES 
YATER (Engineer¬ 
ing) , assistant golf 
commissioner. With 
Convair 13 years, 
has been assistant 
commissioner two 
years and has been 
“playing golf for 
20 years and get¬ 
ting no better!” 


E. D. ROBINSON 
(L - 1 3 Manufac¬ 
ture), with Convair 
13 years and now 
fishing and hunt- 
i n g commissioner. 
An excellent arch¬ 
er, Robinson does 
all his hunting 
with a bow. Reprc- 
s e n t s Convair on 
Federation of 
Sportsmen of SD 
County. 


J. D. HAYMAN 
(Field Operations), 
assistant bowling 
commissioner, with 
Convair 8% years 
and a bowler of 
five years’ experi¬ 
ence. This is his 
second year as as¬ 
sistant c o m m i s- 
sioner. 


F. G. CROS- 
T WAITE (Dept. 
240), basketball 
commissioner, join¬ 
ed Convair in 1940. 
Played on Southern 
California cham¬ 
pionship hoop team 
in high school and 
was member of 
Convair City soft- 
ball champs in 
1948. 



questions or express their opin¬ 
ions freely to commissioners or 
Association officers, all of whom 
have copies of by-laws and the 
constitution. 

In addition to Osgood and Hen- 
ninger, Association officers at 
SD include Vice President A. P. 
Manino and Grayce Fath, secre¬ 
tary. 


HERE'S HOW — The above sketch portrays how the newly 
formed Convair Recreation Association at SD functions. The same 
system will be followed when a similar association is organized at 
FW. Officers of the association work through the activity com¬ 
missioners to assist those taking part in various activities. Not all 
the activities listed are available now. They will develop as the 
association progresses. 

Recreation Ass n Starts Functioning 
At San Diego As Funds Released 

Convair SD’s newly formed Recreation Association was 
well under way this week after adoption of a constitution 
and by-laws at a meeting of the Employees Council Jan. 
17. Next meeting will be Feb. 7 and thereafter the council 
will meet on the first Monday of each month. 

Accumulated profits from the 
vending machines in the plant 
have been turned over to Treas¬ 
urer Claude Henninger and the 
association is ready to start func¬ 
tioning, President Russ Osgood 
indicated. 

In explaining the organization 
of the association, Osgood point¬ 
ed out that all employees of 
Convair SD belong automatically. 

(A similar association is plan¬ 
ned for Convair FW but has not 
yet been formed because of or¬ 
ganizational obstacles.) 

The “heart” of the association 
is the Employee Council which 
is made up of all activity com¬ 
missioners. At present Convair 
SD has 11 commissioners and as¬ 
sistant commissioners, each of 
whom is responsible for certain 
sports or activities. Convair FW 
has 12. As more activities are 
added, the number of commis¬ 
sioners (and therefore the size 
of the Council) is bound to in¬ 
crease. 

Besides sponsoring and super¬ 
vising their activities, the com¬ 
missioners help decide Associa¬ 
tion policy and where and how 
funds will be spent. They earn 
their appointments through dem¬ 
onstrating interest in activities 
and a willingness to assume 
responsibility. 

Any group of employees is 
free to start an independent 
recreation club, elect its own of¬ 
ficers and set 
up its own pro¬ 



gram. Each has 
the right to ap¬ 
peal to the As- 
sociation 
through the 
proper commis¬ 
sioner for as¬ 
sistance in ob¬ 
taining publi¬ 
city, meeting 
places, trophies 
or advice. A 
commiss i o n e r 
also may be an officer in the 
Association, or he also may be an 
officer in any individual club. 
Each year on April 1, commis¬ 
sioners come up for re-appoint¬ 
ment. 

Minutes of all meetings of the 
Council will be posted on bulletin 
boards, Osgood indicated. Em¬ 
ployees were urged to direct 


CRA Secretary 



NEW PREXV—W. R. (Russ) 
Osgood-, newly elected president 
of Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion. Russ, for many years a 
prominent golf player, has been 
with Convair SD since 1940 and 
has been golf commissioner five 
years. He is in Dept. 4 (Mate¬ 
rial). 


Commissioners For 
Various Activities 
At SD, FW Listed 

Activity commissioners at both 
SD and FW are listed on this 
page with their photographs. 
Others will be appointed as new 
sports or activities are added to 
those now available to Convair 
people. 

Meanwhile, these are the men 
to get in touch with in case you 
are interested in participating in 
any activities at FW or SD. 


Ft. Worth Selects 
14 Field Reporters 
To Aid Convairiety 

Fourteen Convair FW field re¬ 
porters, representing 12 depart¬ 
ments, have been named so far 
to pass along the news of their 
departments to CONVAIRIETY. 

Those departments who have 
not yet appointed reporters may 
still do so by notifying the CON¬ 
VAIRIETY office. A special 
meeting of the reporters will be 
called as soon as all department 
appointments have been made. 

Field reporters thus far in¬ 
clude : 

DEPT. 2, DIVISION MANA¬ 
GER: Mary Harwell. 

DEPT. 4, MATERIAL: Gert¬ 
rude Randall, C. L. Rothacker. 

DEPT. 8, INDUSTRIAL EN¬ 
GINEERING: Virginia Cox. 

DEPT. 11, CONTRACT: Gladys 
Stepp. 

12, FLIGHT: Anita 


20, TRAFFIC: Marie 


DEPT 
Haile. 

DEPT, 

Mills. 

DEPT. 25, PLANT ENGI¬ 
NEERING: A1 Kolar. 

DEPT. 27, INSPECTION: R. 
R. Massegee, G. C. Tate, Jr. 

DEPT. 43, BOMB BAY: 
Charles Hurdleston, Jr. 

DEPT. 46, MATING & WING: 
C. Houp, Jr. 

DEPT. 61, FIELD OPERA¬ 
TIONS: Nell Wilson, Dorothy 
Lewis. 


S. J. Powell, Former 
Convair Man, Dies 

Stephen J. Powell, 50, a Con¬ 
vair employee for two decades, 
and former production executive, 
died last month in his home in 
San Diego. 

Powell, who retired in 1946, 
was assistant factory manager 
of Plant No. 2 in SD from 1941 
to 1942 when he was transferred 
to Ft. Worth as factory man¬ 
ager. He returned to San Diego 
two years later. Powell entered 
aircraft manufacture in Buffalo 
in 1923 and came to San Diego 
with Consolidated in 1935. Sur¬ 
vivors include his wife, two sons, 
Richard J. and Eugene S., his 
father, three sisters and a 
brother. 


Liner To Be Repaired 
At Iceland Field 

A TAA Convair-Liner that 
was damaged during a landing 
at Iceland will be repaired on 
the spot, it was learned this 
week. Parts are being forwarded 
from Convair SD. Weather con¬ 
ditions may make the repair job 
a matter of months. The plane, 
last of TAA’s five Liners under 
present contracts, was landing 
during poor weather conditions 
when it struck a runway light. 
No one was hurt. 


Hurry With Drawings! Only Two Days 
Left Before Deadline in CRA Contest 

There are two days left for artists at SD to turn in their 
sketches and qualify for the $15 merchandise prize which awaits 
the winner of the Convair Recreation Association emblem contest. 

As announced by bulletin board last month, the design may be 
in any medium, with or without color. The idea counts more than 
artistic ability. Drawings must be on white paper or drawing 
board, 8 x /i by 11 inches. Any employee is eligible and may submit 
as many designs as desired. Ideas must contain the initials C.R.A. 
or Convair Recreation Association and contestants were urged to 
remember that the emblem will be used for letterheads, lapel but¬ 
tons, cards, medals, etc., and should be simple enough to reduce to 
small sizes without losing legibility. 

Drawings must be turned in to Employee Service, SD not later 
than Feb. 4. Judges will be the Employees Council. The prize will 
be $15 in merchandise which the winner may choose at Stanley 
Andrews Sport Goods Go. 


Experts Among 


FW Activity 


JAMES BROCK 
(Wage and Salary 
3-4), basketball 
commissioner, has 
played game him¬ 
self for 22 years 
and was former all¬ 
conference player 
for North Texas 
State Teachers and 
starred in track. 


ROBERT CHRIS¬ 
TIAN (Field Oper¬ 
ations 61), baseball 
commissioner, vet¬ 
eran of 22 years in 
sport, once played 
semi-pro for Phil- 
1 i p s Petroleum. 
Also managed bas¬ 
ketball squad to 
FW championship. 


GEORGE RAD¬ 
WAY (Tooling 24- 
I), photography 
commissioner, likes 
to paint as well as 
to take pictures. 
Swapping cameras 
is a sideline he has 
followed 15 years. 


LUTHER ED- 
MISTON (Indus¬ 
trial Relations 3-9), 
fishing commission¬ 
er, follows the 
sport every week¬ 
end winter and 
summer at Eagle 
Mountain lake. One 
January week - end 
netted him 15 chan¬ 
nel catfish. 


F. F. GIGNIL- 
L I A T (Industrial 
Relations 3-1), golf 
commissioner, is a 
tennis player 
turned golfer. In 
his high school 
days he was tri¬ 
state tennis champ 
of Indiana, Ohio, 
and Kentucky. 


BUDGE LEE (In¬ 
dustrial Engineer¬ 
ing 8-1), as wash¬ 
er pitching c o m - 
missioncr has the 
greatest following. 
Also a tennis 
player of note, Lee 
won Convair FW 
doubles title in 
1944. 


JACK BRITTAIN 
(Nose and Tail 
44), softball mana¬ 
ger. It is his favo¬ 
rite sport. An ath- 
1 e t i c director in 
Army, he once 
played semi-pro 
ball. 


JOHN CATES 
(Engineering 6-4), 
badminton commis¬ 
sioner, has been 
batting birds since 
1943. He plans FW 
t o u r n a in ent in 
April. Cates is also 
a pilot and likes 
ice skating. 


C. J. HALL (Ac¬ 
counting 9), tennis 
commissioner for 
seven years and a 
star player himself. 
His Convair team 
won Major City 
League in ’44 and 
’45 and were run¬ 
ners-up in ’46 and 
’47. 


PAUL WHISEN- 
HANT (Engineer¬ 
ing 6-5), ping-pong 
commissioner is 
also accomplished 
player. Besides ex¬ 
celling in ping- 
pong, he is top- 
notch swimmer. 


H. F. CARLBERG 
(Engineering 6), 
bowling commis¬ 
sioner since he or¬ 
ganized Engineer¬ 
ing League seven 
years ago. His high 
game is 279 and 
highest three-game 
series is 690. 


R. O. WOODS 
(Final Assembly 
50), boxing com¬ 
missioner, is former 
Golden Gloves 
champ and once 
beat Lew Jenkins, 
former light heavy¬ 
weight world title- 
holder. Hand in¬ 
juries made h i m 
quit ring in 1947. 


Heads 
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WE’LL NEVER ADMIT IT/ 

. OR. -r- , IL 

Want a rREE Qpthdaotti 

I Vm zy yt — - ~ —— B I 

APER / 


is this the 

PLANT NEWSPAPER 
OFFICE ? 


YESSlR, WHAT LX 
YOU HAVE? 






S*s a. 

OOOpwbLlR" 


. o 5 Sh®! 5 «w« at heart he 

^GARDC a? £ T Dep, CT/NG what he 
' 4 ^D SAY/NfiC nt E ?f R ART ' p OETRY, 

walls ofs-maupooms.J 


5lbP/ this is just plain silly, we 

HAVE NO PEOPLE LIKE THESE IMBECILES/ 
NONE OF OURS WRITE ON WALLS, COME M 
LATE OR RUN TO LUNCH/ YOU’LL HAVE TO, 
lTRYSOME other, 

FlRM,DOC.NOT/ 

L'THIS ONE/, 


r THAT so? 

fHOW ABOUT* 


/TYPE '’F?"J 


TYPE J. THE SLUGTHUG" 


TYPE K. \0RD PARKlHJERK’V 


I A TEW OF THESE LOW CHARACTERS 
CAN MAKE LIFE MISERABLE 
FOR THE WHOLE PLANTS 
> HE STEALS TOOLS 
FROM FELLOW 
EMPLOYEES, 

'AND HE IS 
THE •.• 




viuiniiU/j/7 


'PENHY-ANTE CHISELER WHO SUPS SLUGS INTO THE 
.PLANT VENDING MACHINES, A CUT FROM WHICH GOES I 
ONTO THE WELFARE AND RECREATION FUND. 


iiiiln 


PILES HIS HEAP WHEREVER IT SUITS HIS 
FANCY-NO MATTER HOW MANY CARS HE BLOCkS. 
WHAT'S HE CARE? HE'S GOT NOTHING TO LOSE - 
NOT EVEN AN AUTOMOBILE. _ 


ITYPE R "LITTER LOVER 







SS GIDDYBIDDY' 


MUST LIVE |N AN AWFUL MESS AT HOME .FOR HIS WORK 
PLACE IS NEVER NEAT. HAS NEVER BEEN KNOWN 
TO WIT A WASTEBASKET FROM MORE THAN TWO FEET. 


WE HAVE TfftVELID ALL THE WAY 
FROM SLIPSHOD UNIVERSITY TO FIND 
| SOME HUMAN TYPES WITH OBJECTION 
^ABLE CHARACTERISTICS. WE BELIEVE 
WE CAN CORRECT tHir 
BY THE USE OF MINOk- 

, surgery/ 

\ly~ -^ ^ 


% 


% 


/ 


a 


TYPE 3- 
* EAGER ACKERS 

•ci &L 





MAY BE FOUND ANY PAY MOANING AND GROANING 
(N THE FIRST-Alp ROOM WITH STRANGE AILMENTS 
WHILE THElR BUDDIES PO THEIR WORK FOR THEM. 
ODDLY WILLING TO LET THE OTHERS GO FIRST. 



IS THAT SUPPOSED TO BE 
MV TYPE? 00 YOU ME AH 
TO SAY YOU CONSIDER 
ME NARROW-MINDED?) 
HOW IDIOTIC/ 


YES. WE DO/) 


/WELL.LETS SEE SOME . 
MORE. I'M ALWAYS WILLING\ 
I TO B»E CONVINCED. 




/> M tMiiM aaiMMMKwnB miiigpyiinMiroiBfawiin 



TYPE R. THE * G ONNADOOT " \ T 




CAN CARRY OH A FAST CONVERSATION WITH THREE 
PEOPLE AT ONCE WHILE DOING HER WORK BUT 
NEITHER WORK NOR OBNYEfcSAftOW MAKE M IK H SENSE) 


< CHEERFULLY PROMISES TO GET IT DONE / 
^ RIGHT AWAY, DISAPPEARS. AND WHEN FINALLY UN-} 
^ COVERED, JABBERS EXCUSES FOR NOT DOING IT. } 


V\V X.X \ \-\N\-VNV\XXN \nNN\N\\\N VNvN> nnw >\n\\ \\ \W \\N/ 
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WHY, YOU ADDLED OLD FUSSBUD6ET, 
.YOU DIDN'T EXPECT TO FIND SUCH 
rPEOPLE IN THIS FACTORY, DID/ 
YOU? DON'T YOU KNOW WE. 

HAVE, THE FINEST PEOPLE 
IN THE WORLD ON 
OUR PAYROLL? . 

.YOU'RE INSULTING.*/ 




NOW, MOW, M80Y-NO OFFENSE WAS 
INTENDED/ WE SIMPLY THOUGHT THAT 
Since you have policemen, auditors, 
EX-COWHANDS AND OLD, BEAT-UP 
NEWSPAPERMEN ON YOUR payroll, you 

Slight just possibly have a Few object¬ 
ionable CHARACTERS 
AROUlVP. 



TYPE C. 


THE "TARDYLARDY " j 

DAttNDEST -rrtiHfi * 

UAPPEMED.../ I 




1® 



I 


HAS NEVER QUITE MADE IT ANYWHERE ON | 
TIME SINCE THE DAY HE WAS BORN, TWO i 
WEEKS LATE. ALWAYS ARRIVES ON THE 

I JOB glibly explaining his delay . . . . i 



SOMETIME 

soul apparently hewer gets fed at home, for his] 

OMLY AMBITION IS TO BE FIRST IN THE LUNCH LINE. 
CAUSES ANNOYANCE,BRUISES AND EVEN SERIOUS iNJl 



fTYPE 6, f WASHROOM EXEC” 





TYPE H. 

P'TELLAPHONEY" 

, CAN THINK OF 
MORE AND 
BETTER 
EXCUSES 
FOR MAKING 
PHONE CALLS 
DURING 
WORKING 
HOURS THAN 
ANY THREE 
GIRLS IN 
THE PLANT, 


DOGGONE rf.EUTHAMASIA-THATS) 
SIX CALLS. 

^XVJOHAY fj 




y I 



TYPE M THE v *POOTANG" 



| TYPE N: 
j THE^PESTlMESS " 

l 


AS SOON AS THE. 

QUITTING VlHISUE- 

GOES"POOO...''THE TIME-CLOCK 
GOES''TAN6!"UNDER THE THUMB OF THIS CLOCK-EYED 
EA6ERBEAVER WHO HAS BEEN READY TO GO SINCE LUNCH. 



REST PERIODS ARE F/NE, AND WE WOULDN’T 
: BE WITHOUT THEM-BUT BABES LIKE THESE 
CAN STRETCH 'EM ALL OUT OF SHAPE. 

-I —- - ^1 A n * ‘ 1 ^ 1 ^“ 

TYPE g the "weepuss" 


A PROFESSIONAL SAD SACK, HE LOVES TO 
| PASS ON GLOOMY, UNFOUNDED RUMORS 
AND PREDICT THE WORST. 




POURS HER SAD STORY 
OVER ANYONE WHO Will LISTEN, AND THE 
TALE GETS SADDER EVERY TIME IT'S TOLD. 



UN- 


G«VE HIM SIX JOBS TO DO AND HE LL PICK THE 
EASIEST AND MOST UNIMPORTANT FIRST EVERY TIME, 
THUS HOLDING UP IMPORTANT WORK DOWN THE LINE. 




(S)gy CtWJOLIDAleD VuLTCtAIRCWFI CORP../9+9 


SELf-PORTRAlTS BY ELDON FRV6. ANY FACIAL RFSCMBLJUkf 
To ANY OTHER PERSON, living OfcDFAD, IS ABSOLUTELY 
coincidental —hofIest To John/ 
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SD CAGERS IN ACTION—Basketball teams pictured at top are, left, Experi¬ 
mental (which plays in SD Industrial League) and the Eagles (which competes in 
Metropolitan League). Experimental players are, top row, left to right: Billie 
Watson, Woody Ross, Ralph Harper, Sam Shepard, A1 Parsons (sponsor), A1 
Hogan. Bottom row: J. Watson, Fred Morgan, W. Halloran, W. Meredith, C. Whit¬ 
worth, Charles Splinter. Eagles, top row: R. E. Leadon, Ray Hunt, Jerry Nuss. 
Bottom row: Ace Carver, A1 Riedler, Dean Morehead. Action pictures, No. 1: Whit- 

Flight Test Leads 
SD Handicap Loop, 

Overdeer Is High 

Following are a few Convair 
SD bowling highlights: 

In the Handicap League, Flight 
Test leads with six teams in the 
contender spot. John Overdeer 
has high game of 246 with high 
series of 626 going to Mike 
Brooks. High team is held by 
Experimental as is the high team 
series of 934 and 2549. In the 
women’s bracket, Erma Taylor 
has high game of 215 and Alma 
Fellhauer high series of 479. 

High bowlers are: Mike Brooks, 

John Overdeer, M. Wolfe and 
Chuck Digmun with averages 
over the 170 mark. 

In the 800 Scratch League, 

Inspection is in the lead with 
Experimental and Machine Shop 
within striking distance. Bob 
Mansfield bowled a nice 637 
series and is leading in that di¬ 
vision. High game is in the hands 
of W. D. Schackel with 254. High 
team game is held by Inspection 
and high series by the Handi- 
capers with 993 and 2683 re¬ 
spectively. Bowlers above the 170 
mark are: M. E. Walker, Bill 
Davison, W. D. Schackel and 
Bob Mansfield. 

In the 825 Scratch League, 

Production Control has regained 
the lead after losing it to Ver¬ 
sion Proofing for a couple of 
weeks. High game and high 
series is held by Max Guess with 
a super 277 game and 627 series. 

Max Guess’ game is the highest 
game bowled in any of the Con¬ 
vair leagues this season. His 
bowling is keeping the Produc¬ 
tion Control team in the lead. 

High team series is held by 
Contracts with 2713 and high 
game is in the hands of Wood 
Shop with a game of 999. This 
league has developed some re¬ 
markable efforts with Orlo Tem¬ 
pleton and Max Guess with games 
of 255 and Roy Schultz and Ed 
Vaile with games of 248, H. R. 

Juvrud with a series of 600, D. 

W. McDaed with 619. Bowlers 
above the 170 average are: Mel¬ 
vin Smith, Charlie Martin, Rudy 
Malo, Arnold Springer, Mike 
Valinski, O. Nunmaker and Ralph 
Weide. 

In the 850 Scratch the race 
is wide open with the Misfits 
having a three-game advantage. 

This league has some fine bowl¬ 
ers and averages in the 170 
bracket are a dime a dozen. Dom 
Palumbo is still holding high 
game of 268 and Elmer Aus high 
series of 652. 


worth of Experimental takes a shot in game against Solar which Convair won. 
No. 2: Jerry Nuss (Eagles) tries for a point in heart-breaking tilt with Salvation 
Army which Convair lost by single point. No. 3: Ray Hunt (Eagles) watches at 
left as ball hovers near basket. No. 4: Halloran (Experimental) with back to 
camera tries for a basket. No. 5: Leadon (Eagles center) goes into air at toss while 
Hunt and Carver prepare to follow play. No. 6: Sam Shepard (Experimental cap¬ 
tain) fires one at basket, Whitworth in foreground. 


Experimental SD Basketball Team 
Undefeated; Eagles Break Even 


Convair SD basketball teams 
competing in city leagues neared 
the halfway mark this week with 
one squad undefeated and anoth¬ 
er holding its own. 

In the Industrial League, Ex¬ 
perimental as of Jan. 31 had 
won four and lost none. They 
defeated Solar 33 to 11 Jan. 17 
and passed Calif. Phone Co. 37 
to 20 Jan. 24. They were slated 
to meet Challenge Dairy Jan. 
31, with the following games 
scheduled to follow: Feb. 7, 8 
p.m., Anderson Furniture; Feb. 
14, 8 p.m., Western Metal; Feb. 
21, 9 p.m., Ryan; Mar. 7, 9 p.m., 
Standard Stations; Mar. 14, 9 
p.m., Pepsicola. All games are 


at municipal gymnasium in Bal¬ 
boa Park. 

In the Metropolitan League 
the Eagles up until late last 
month had won two and lost 
two. They dropped a game to 
Salvation Army 31 to 32 Jan. 
19 but came back to defeat La 
Jolla Merchants Jan. 27 by 27 to 
26. Feb. 1 they played Keystone 
Clothiers and the following 
games are scheduled: Feb. 9, 9 
p.m., Tom Thumb Cafe; Feb. 16, 
7 p.m., SD JV’s; Mar. 1, 9 p.m., 
People’s Fish; Mar. 9, 9 p.m., 
Tijuana 20-30; Mar. 16, 7 p.m., 
SD Forwarding Co. 

Thus far in the season spec¬ 
tators have been few but en¬ 
thusiastic. Plenty of room is 
available for Convair rooters. 



RICHARD LEWIS and catch 

SD Angler Lands 
125-lb. Sea Bass 

For a thrill, try catching a 
125-pound black sea bass (Jew- 
fish) from a 14-foot rowboat. 

Richard Lewis (Dept. 25 SD) 
knows that thrill because he 
caught one recently off La Jolla 
while fishing with G. Williams 
and John Ratz, also of Dept. 25. 
The fish was 56% inches long 
and 36% inches around. Lewis 
caught him on a 40-pound test 
gut leader and landed the fish 
in 25 minutes. 


Coming Events at SD 

Feb. 4—Start City bowling tour¬ 
nament. 

Feb. 7 — Experimental (Indus¬ 
trial basketball league) 
plays Anderson Furniture, 

8 p.m., Municipal gym. 

Feb. 9 — Eagles (Metropolitan 
basketball league) plays 
Tom Thumb Cafe, 7 p.m., 
Municipal gym. 

Feb. 12—Monthly pistol shoot, 
SD police range. 

BOWLING 

Every Wed.—Handicap League, 
Pacific Recreation, 6:30 to 

9 p.m. 

Every Fri.—800, 825, 850 Scratch 
Leagues, Tower Bowl, 6:30 
to 9 p.m. 

ROLLER SKATING 

Every Thurs. eve—Palisade Gar¬ 
dens. 


Buck Is 9-Pointer 
In Texas But Only 
4-Pointer in CaliL 

In a letter to CONVARIETY 
this week, J. T. Shultz (Dept. 27- 
3, SD) took exception to decrib- 
ing as “nine points” a deer whose 
picture appeared in the Jan 5 
issue. The deer was killed in 
Texas by J. C. Gunter, (Dept. 
140 SD). Schultz writes: 

“Showing due respect to all 
Texans and their ability to ex¬ 
press fact and fancy, I must dis¬ 
agree . . . From the picture I 
see a three point buck or possibly 
a four point (one may be hid¬ 
den). The only way you get a 
‘nine point buck’ is by counting 
the points on both sides of the 
antlers and the eye guards. This 
practice is strictly taboo in Cali¬ 
fornia ... In the bear state we 
hunters are modest and count 
only the points on one side—the 
side with the largest number. 



This does not include eye guards. 
So in the future—at least in the 
San Diego edition—please count 
the points the way we do in 
California. This will save a lot 
of arguments among nimrods and 
it will show the paper is ‘on the 
ball’ and sporty . . .” 

Schultz’s interpretation of Cali¬ 
fornia game laws was sustained 
in every respect this week by 
Tom Smith, California Fish and 
Game warden for the San Diego 
area. After examining a photo 
of the Gunter buck, Smith stated: 
“In California this would be a 
four point buck — but it’s in 
Texas!” 

M. H. Boone, Texas state game 
warden at Ft. Worth informed 
CONVARIETY: “In Texas we 
count everything on a deer’s ant¬ 
lers that protrudes. This in¬ 
cludes eye guards.” 

In the accompanying photo, the 
eye guards appear as Nos. 4 and 
5. Point No. 9 is hidden by Gun¬ 
ter’s hand but is nevertheless 
present. As the deer was shot in 
Texas, it is, therefore, a nine- 
point buck. Doubtless, had it 
been transported to California, it 
would have lost five points! 



HOSESHOE FINALISTS—L. E. Yankee, right, Dept. 220 horse¬ 
shoe pitching champ at SD, shown with E. P. White, runner-up. 
Members of department compete daily at rest periods in tourna¬ 
ments run by Jim Busby, assistant foreman. Tournament pairings 
are made as in golf with winners in each bracket playing other 
winners. 
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FW Basketball Squad Captures Second 
In First Half of Industrial League 


The Convair FW basketball 
squad copped second place in the 
first half of the Industrial 
League series after losing a tie- 
off game with Carswell Air 
Force base last Tuesday night 
(Jan. 26), 58 to 48. 

“If bad weather hadn’t kept 
some of our boys from playing, 
we might have been champions,” 
Ed Tucknies, team manager, said. 

Before the Carswell play-off, 
the Convair team had only one 
loss in 22 games. In a league 
game Jan. 20, Convair outplayed 
Acme Brick 46 to 16, with Dept. 
44’s Harold Thompson scoring 19 
of the winning points. 

Jack’s Drive-In went down to 
the Bombers on Jan. 14, by a 
56-to-33 score, with Convair’s A1 
Close, Dept. 45, chalking up 29 
points. 


WINNING BOUT—Wilbur French, right, Convair featherweight, 
evades James Taylor's left and counters with a right to the chin 
in the fight at Denton which French won for the district champion¬ 
ship.—Star-Telegram photo. 


Convair kept up its winning 
record by defeating Burleson 
Jan. 21 in a non-league game by 
a 57-to-31 score. 

Tomorrow night (Feb. 3), the 
Bombers will meet the Adams 
Mattress team in the first game 
of the second half of the Indus¬ 
trial League tournament. The 
game starts at 9:30 p.m., in the 
north side recreation hall. 


DISTRICT CHAMPIONS—Bob Lopez (left) examines trophy won 
by Wilbur French (center) and Pete Gomez in Denton, Tex., district 
Golden Gloves competition. All three are members of Convair 
FW boxing, team and entered district bouts at Denton to gain 
experience for regional matches in Ft. Worth later this month. 

Dept. 24-1 af FW Ousts Dept. 47 to Take 
Over First Place in League Standings 


An undefeated record for the 
leading contender in the Convair 
FW inter-plant basketball tour¬ 
nament was broken Jan. 20 when 
Dept. 24-1 defeated Dept. 47 in 
a close 36-to-33 game. Dept. 24-1, 
now No. 1 in the standings, had 
previously defeated Dept. 6 the 
same week, to ring up five wins 
and no losses. 

Dept. 47 now holds down a 
close second, with four wins and 
one loss. The games to be played 
Jan. 25, matching Dept. 73 with 
Dept. 30, and Dept. 50 with Dept. 
24-1, were postponed due to the 
weather. 

Dept. 43 added another win to 
its victory column on Jan. 20 in 
defeating Dept. 30 by 54 to 43. 
Dept. 73 was leading Dept. 50 by 
a narrow 38 to 34, when the last 
whistle blew on Jan. 18. The 
same evening, Dept. 4-5 made 
the winning basket to edge out 
Dept. 6 by a 30-to-29 score. 

The first place Tooling Ter¬ 
mites won a match with Dept. 6 
on Jan. 13 in a 25-to-19 game. 
In the first game of the night, 
Dept. 50 outshot Dept. 30 by a 
48-to-25 score. 

Upcoming games include—Feb. 
3, 7 p.m.—Dept. 30 vs. Dept. 6. 
8:15 p.m.—Dept. 50 vs. Dept. 
4-5, William James junior high 
school. Feb. 8, 7 p.m.—Dept. 50 
vs. Dept. 43. 8:15 p.m.—Dept. 
4-5 vs. Dept. 73, City Recreation 
Hall. The second half of the bas¬ 
ketball tournament will start on 


Feb. 10, 7 p.m.—Dept. 47 vs. 
Dept. 6. 8:15 p.m.—Dept. 24-1 
vs. Dept. 30, William James jun¬ 
ior high school. 

Following are standings as of 
Jan. 26: 

team w. L. 

Dept. 24-1 . 5 0 

Dept. 47 . 4 1 

Dept. 43 —. 3 2 

Dept. 4-5 . 3 2 

Dept. 50 . 2 3 

Dept. 30 . 1 4 

Dept. 6 . 1 4 

Dept. 73 . 1 4 


FW Bowlins 

Convair FW bowling standings 
Jan. 26, 1949: 

COMMERCIAL LEAGUE 


of 


Campaign at FW 
Nets 753 Members 
To Foremen's Club 

A record - breaking campaign 
which netted 753 members; a 
week-long March of Dimes col¬ 
ection on ice-covered downtown 
Ft. Worth streets; and installa¬ 
tion of new officers at a meet¬ 
ing attended by 403 members, 
made for a busy Convair FW 
Foremen’s Club month in Jan¬ 
uary. 

“We’re off to a bang-up 
start this year,” commented 
Sam E. Keith, Jr., newly in¬ 
stalled president, “And we’re 
going to keep things popping 
one right after the other.” 

The 753 membership not only 
is the largest in history of the 
club, but also is the greatest 
percentage of members to per¬ 
sons eligible. The campaign was 
directed by C. C. Kelley, com¬ 
mittee chairman. 

As CONVAIRIETY went to 
press, 150 club members working 
with C. B. Llewellyn’s Civic 
Service committee pounded down¬ 
town Ft. Worth streets in the 
winter’s worst weather soliciting 
funds for the March of Dimes 
fund to combat polio. At the 
same time, other members were 
campaigning all the thousands 
of employees at the plant. One 
group of employees, Field Oper¬ 
ations (61), had garnered more 
than $300 even before the cam¬ 
paign officially opened. 

The first monthly club meeting 
arranged by the new administra¬ 
tion was held in the Convair FW 
cafeteria Jan. 22, with 403 mem¬ 
bers present for the dinner and 
program. 

Status of work at the Ft. 
Worth division and prospects for 
the future were discussed briefly 
by Ray O. Ryan, division man¬ 
ager. 

Installation of new officers 
was under the direction of J. R. 
Lock, Convair FW club member 
who is also regional vice presi¬ 
dent of the National Association 
of Foremen. 

Officers installed were—Keith, 
president; C. Houp and F. G. 
Bramlett, vice presidents; Bob 
Vollmer, recording secretary; J. 
J. Minton, corresponding secre¬ 
tary; B. C. Simmons, treasurer, 
and the following board of con¬ 
trol members: C. M. McCulloh, 
R. D. Knowles, H. Counts, J. F. 
Ringo and M. E. Caraway. 


THEATRICAL POSE—Hunter 
E. Gardner, Convair FW former 
actor, producer and director, 
shown in a dramatic pose for a 
stage portrait made during his 
last road show, "Ten Little In¬ 
dians," in 1947. 


Convair FW Training 
Schedule to Begin 

The spring session of the Con¬ 
vair FW Training School will 
open next week with a class 
scheduled to begin Monday, Feb. 
7, in “Advanced Aerodynamics.” 
Others, including “Blueprint 
Reading Fundamentals,” “Ad¬ 
vanced Blueprint Reading,” “B- 
36 Familiarization,” “Aircraft 
Electricity,” and “Aircraft Hy¬ 
draulics,” will start the following 
week. 

With the exception of “Ad¬ 
vanced Aerodynamics,” all the 
classes will be held in the Con¬ 
vair FW Personnel bldg., for the 
convenience of employees. “Ad¬ 
vanced Aerodynamics” will hold 
meetings in room 14 of the Edu¬ 
cation section. 

Duration of the classes will be 
12^ weeks, with two meetings 
a week. An enrollment fee of $5 
will be made for each course 
with textbooks furnished free. 
Instructors will be qualified Con¬ 
vair supervisors and engineers, 
and all material used will be di¬ 
rectly applicable to work as car¬ 
ried on in the plant. 

For times and schedules of 
classes, see page 2, log book 
entries. Any additional informa¬ 
tion may be secured from the 
Education section, Ext. 5245. 


TEAM 

W. 

L. 

Acme Beer . 

. 54 

22 

Scarborough Used Cars 

. 43 

33 

F. I. T. U. 

. 41 

35 

Atomics . 

. 41 

35 

Liberator Drug .. 

. 39 

37 

Convair . 

. 39 

37 

Big State Coin Machine 

. 37 

39 

Banner Used Cars . 

. 37 

39 

Levonia Bellah . 

. 37 

39 

Louie’s Laundry . 

. 36 

40 

Tallant Service . 

. 36 

40 

Rockets . 

. 32 

44 

Lilly’s Cleaners . 

. 30 

46 

Park’s Paint & Body .. 

. 30 

46 

ENGINEERING 

LEAGUE 


TEAM 

W. 

L. 

♦Hedgehoppers . 

. 39 

17 

Wing Dings . 

. 37 

23 

Z-ions . 

. 36 

24 

Howeth’s Texaco . 

. 35 

25 

Atomizers . 

. 34 

26 

Digger O’Dells . 

. 33 

27 

♦Stinco Cinco ... 

. 32 

24 

♦Hardheads . 

. 30 

26 

Gourd Tossers . 

. 29 

31 

♦Saucer Tossers . 

.. 27 

29 

Trouble Shooters . 

.. 27 

33 

Trojans ---. 

. 26 

30 

Drag Counts . 

. 25 

35 

Snail Pacers .. 

. 24 

36 

Brewmasters —... 

. 20 

40 

Mis-Guided Missiles . 

. 18 

42 


Two Perfect Shots 

Two Convair FW golfers, Law¬ 
rence Armstrong, Traffic (20-2), 
and Marvin Messersmith, Plant 
Engineering (25-2), both made 
holes-in-one at Meadowbrook golf 
course in January. 

Armstrong scored his shot on 
the 135-yard eighth hole while 
playing with J. T. Tyler, Joe 
Doggett, Raymond Hart and Bill 
Eastland. Messersmith made his 
hole-in-one on the 142 - yard 
fourth hole. He was playing with 
his brother Larry, Aaron Colvin 
and Jack Baldridge. 


Former Actor Turns 
From Footlights to 
Production of B-36 

How does B-36 production 
stack up in the eyes of a Con¬ 
vair FW man intimately familiar 
for many years with another 
type of production—the legiti¬ 
mate theater, in which he has 
been associated with such famous 
personages as Ethel Barrymore, 
Gloria Swanson, Fay Wray, Jane 
Cowl, Nazimova and others? 

“Tops!” says Hunter Gardner, 
Convair FW Material (4-1). 
Gardner, a former actor, pro¬ 
ducer and director, has played 
in productions starring all these 
famous stage actresses during a 
long career in the theater. And 
behind .the footlights he has 
played with such actors as Jim¬ 
my Stewart, Van Heflin, and 
Cesar Romero. 

And what does he think of 
the production of the B-36? 
“What we’re doing out here 
so far surpasses anything, 
even those super-dupers of 
Cecil de Mille, that the word 
‘dramatic’ takes on an entirely 
new meaning.” 

Gardner, who is a native of 
Ft. Worth, was educated at 
Western Military Academy, and 
Texas A. & M., after attending 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology. He and his sister organ¬ 
ized the first Little Theater in 
Texas, staging their productions 
in a barn converted into a thea¬ 
ter by their mother, Mrs. Lotta 
Carter Gardner. Gardner gained 
experience working in the Little 
Theater until 1929. During that 
time he also taught dramatics at 
Texas Christian University. 

Then he “took to the road.” 
The road included New York 
City, with many Theater Guild, 
Shubert and George Abbott suc¬ 
cesses. Later he was director 
and leading man of one of Amer¬ 
ica’s most famous stock com¬ 
panies — the Jessie Bonstelle 
Company of Detroit — when it 
gave command performances be¬ 
fore King George V of England 
and the late Franklin D. Roose¬ 
velt. 

But that’s all over now. 

“I reached that conclusion 
in the last war. They wouldn’t 
let me ‘tote a gun,’ so I volun¬ 
teered for a USO show to tour 
Alaska and the Aleutians — 
and there I had the best time 
of my life. 

“In that 50-below storm-bound 
country, we played to the best 
audiences in the world and flew 
with the best pilots. When I got 
back home, grease paint didn’t 
seem so important to me any 
more and I was tired of the 
nerve-wracking theatrical life. I 
found a more meaningful produc¬ 
tion at the Convair plant, and 
that’s where I want to be. Where 
the greatest production—in real 
life—is taking place.” 


Lunchtime Movies 
Under Way at FW 

Lunch-time movies under the 
joint sponsorship of the Educa¬ 
tion and Safety sections were in¬ 
augurated for Convair FW folks 
Jan. 11. 

The new entertainment, if suc¬ 
cessful, will be a regular Tues- 
dany and Thursday lunch-time 
event. 


♦Designates postponed games. 


NEITHER RAIN NOR SLEET . . . —Despite freezing rain, these members of Convair FW 
Foremen's Club hit downtown streets Jan. 24 in opening round of week-long collection on behalf 
of March of Dimes campaign. Group of 150 members participated under direction of C. B, 
Llewellyn (extreme right), club's civic service committee chairman. 
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CONVAIRIETY 


Feb. 2, 1949 



LIGHT FEET —In¬ 
spection Dept, dance at 
FW paid off for ex¬ 
cellence. Top: T. E. 
Hoffman, H. H. Hart, 
J. Y. McClure, M. R. 
Jackson and E. E. Dur¬ 
bin prepare to judge 
dancers. Center: Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Domin¬ 
quez (Dept. 27-9) re¬ 
ceive waltz award. Be¬ 
low : Mary Lanzarotti 
(27) and J. F. Day 
(43) are best jitter¬ 
bugs. 



A 'FIRST' FOR B-36—This cover, postmarked on first day of issue 
of new six cent air mail stamp, carries picture of Convair B-36. It 
belongs to J. N. Cariola (Dept. 6 SD), whose hobby is stamp 
collecting. 


Camera Club Meeting Set For Feb. 7 at FW 


Convair FW Camera Club 
members will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
Feb. 7 at a new location, the 
Crown Machine and Tool Co. 
club room, 2800 W. Lancaster. 


A demonstration of portrait 
lighting is planned, according to 
George Radway, commissioner. 
Members are asked to bring their 
cameras to the meeting. 



PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS—More than 400 Convair FW Foremen's 
Club members heard Ray O. Ryan (left), division manager, and 
Dr. R. E. Jackson at the Jan. 22 meeting. They are shown with 
Jackson's son, Robert, 


’30 Seconds Over Capital' 
Offers Thrill of Lifetime 


(Continued from page 1) 
east of Ft. Worth, you’re still 
climbing. 

At 5:27 a.m., Capt. Warner 
levels off at 11,000 feet and 
pulls the throttles to cruising. 
Only two scanners are required 
now. The two others—Sgt. Eu¬ 
gene Harris and Staff Sgt. Floyd 
O. Johnson—pile into two of the 
six bunks to sack out. You’re 
too curious to sleep. You don 
one of the headsets, and hear: 
“Navigator to pilot. Are we pres¬ 
surized? Pilot to navigator, Yes, 
we’re at 11,000 feet. Navigator 
to pilot, What is our pressurized 
altitude ? Pilot to navigator, 
We’re pressurized down to 7,900 
feet . . ” 

This is all pretty dull stuff 
to Cpl. Richard H. Rose at the 
lower left blister. For excite¬ 
ment he’s reading a murder 
mystery! 

At 7 a.m. the eastern sky is 
pre-dawn gold as you pass over 
Memphis, Tenn. and the Missis¬ 
sippi. All bunks are full of 
sleepers. At an upper blister is 
Fred E. Carlile, Convair FW pho¬ 
tography supervisor, reading a 
magazine. 

Restless, you face the rigors 
of riding the “scooter” to the 
front end of the ship. It’s about 
80 feet from the aft to the for¬ 
ward compartment. The only 
way from one to the other when 
you’re pressurized is through a 
cylindrical tunnel just big enough 
for a man’s body to slide through 
lying down. 

Through the tunnel runs a pair 
of tracks. On the tracks rides a 
four-wheel scooter. You lie on 
the scooter on your back, and 
pull yourself by means of an 
overhead rope. It’s pitch dark. 
You come out the other end next 
to the radio operator’s table 
where red-haired Tech. Sgt. E. 
W. McLemore and Cpl. Armando 
Villareal maintain radio com¬ 
munication. 

Forward and up, the pilots 
are relaxed but watchful. The 
ship “flies itself” on the auto¬ 
matic pilot. You go below. In 
the tip of the nose where he can 
look straight down at the tree- 
covered Tennessee hills is the 
bombardier, Lt. L. A. Tallman. 
With his bombsight, he’s com¬ 
puting drift. Back of him are 
Capt. P. H. Wolford, navigator, 
and Lt. R. H. Sikes, radar op¬ 
erator. 

It’s now 8:07 a.m., and Chat¬ 
tanooga is on the radar scope. 
The navigator reports a tail-wind 
and a ground speed of 248 m.p.h. 
Through the haze you spot the 
first B-36 you’ve seen since leav¬ 
ing Ft. Worth. It is the lead 
plane with Col. Alan D. Clark, 
commander of Carswell’s 7th 
Bomb Wing. 

At 9:10 a.m., the navigator 
reports we are one hour and 15 
minutes from Langley Field, Va., 
where we rendezvous with other 
B-36’s. 

The pilot starts letting her 
down, and you’re at 5,000 feet 
when you first sight Chesa¬ 
peake Bay. Your B-36 falls in 
line behind and above Col. 
Clark’s ship, and the two loaf 
in a lazy circle for 30 minutes 
before the other three planes 
show up and take formation. 
The lead ship lowers to 1,500 
feet, the altitude at which you 
will go over the “target,” which, 
of course, is the procession in 
front of the capitol dome where 



“As a friend of both of you I 
suggest you shake hands and for¬ 
get the whole thing. However, 
failing that, suppose you drop 
around to the office tomorrow, 
Ed. I think you’ve got a pretty 
sweet case here.” 


Harry S. Truman is being sworn 
in as president. 

The outskirts of Washington 
come in view. You spot Penn¬ 
sylvania avenue and Capitol Hill 
in the distance. Over the radio 
you hear Col. Clark crackle: 
“Tighten up formation. The Chief 
of the Air Force is down there!” 

At last you’re over the target. 
No, you can’t spot President 
Truman in person, but you can 
see the Capitol dome, and the 
thousands lining Pennsylvania 
avenue. You can see the huge 
“H” and “T” in the procession. 
Whatever else is happening be¬ 
low. you know that the five 
B-36’s have the spotlight. 

It’s your first view of an 
inaugural. It does n’t last 
nearly as long as it takes to 
tell. In 30 seconds it’s over 
and you’re on your way home. 

Several miles behind are for¬ 
mation upon formation of B-29’s 
stacked up and down the sky like 
so many boxes. Your B-36 for¬ 
mation has finished leading the 
largest flotilla of aircraft ever 
seen over the nation’s capitol, 
700 planes of every type. But 
yours was the biggest. And, al¬ 
though you admit you’re preju¬ 
diced, you know it’s the best. 

You’re proud of the 8th Air 
Force, you’re proud of Convair 
and the Convair folks who are 
building B-36’s, and you’re proud 
to have even a small part in 
“Operations Inauguration.” 

Now that you’re on the way 
home, thoughts turn to chow. 
Not a banquet, but plenty of 
sandwiches, in addition to “K” 
rations which include hot soup, 
meat, fruit and dessert. 

It’s 2 p.m. and you’ve been 
flying 13 hours. You climb into a 
bunk and let those six Wasp 
engines lull you to sleep. 

Awakening hours later near 
Texarkana, you find the sun¬ 
shine has gone. Low-flying clouds 
close in all around. You can’t see 
a thing. So you go back to sleep. 

At 7:29 p.m., the plane circles 
the field. The pilot makes one 
pass through the low clouds, then 
goes back up for another circle. 
On the second try, he sets the 
B-36 down with a confident 
touch. You’re home again. 



“I’d say the front one is Ed¬ 
wards. He was always a bit 
quicker on his feet than Davis.” 



LEGION LEADERS — Shown 
inspecting one of 10 wheels on 
landing gear of B-36 at Convair 
FW is S. Perry Brown, (center) 
of Beaumont, Tex., national 
American Legion commander. 
Guiding Brown on a tour of plant 
were Ben E. Roberts, of Inspec¬ 
tion (27) at left, and Milton 
Stewart, of Tooling (24-8). Rob¬ 
erts is past commander of Globe 
Post, while Stewart is 12th Dis¬ 
trict commander. 


'Green Thumbs' Join 
Garden Club at FW 

All men with “green thumbs” 
are invited to join a men’s gar¬ 
den club now being organized at 
Convair FW. Affiliated with the 
Men’s Garden Club of Ft. Worth, 
the gardeners meet the second 
Monday in every month to talk 
over their current flower and 
garden problems and listen to 
experts on the subject. 

“Purpose of the club is to pro¬ 
mote interest in gardens and 
civic beauty,” according to C. L. 
Rothacker, Material (4-2), one 
of the Convair FW organizers. 
Spring projects will include the 
planting of a rose garden at 
the Ft. Worth Botanical Gar¬ 
dens and a flower show. 

Other Convair FW members 
include: R. Churchill, Engineer¬ 
ing (6-4); M. V. Fry, Inspec¬ 
tion (27-5) and Warren D. John¬ 
son (27-6). 

The next meeting of the club 
will be at 8 p.m. Feb. 14 at the 
First Christian Church, the Tay¬ 
lor Street entrance. For further 
information contact Rothacker at 
Ext. 5166. 


SCHOTT TO REPRESENT 
UNIVERSITY AT SD 
Dr. W. F. Schott, UCLA, has 
been appointed university repre¬ 
sentative to coordinate off-cam¬ 
pus graduate work at Convair 
SD. He will spend one or more 
days a week at SD with offices 
in Engineering and will inter¬ 
view those wishing to continue 
studies through the extension 
service. 



INTERNATIONAL ROMANCE — Ralph Mabry, Convair FW 
Outer Wings and Engines (47), shown with bride, former Miss 
Martha Ort of Schweinfurt, Germany. Mrs. Mabry met her hus¬ 
band when he was stationed with the Air Force in Germany. They 
were married Jan. 12 in Ft. Worth, three hours after Mrs. Mabry 
arrived from Germany, 
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WOLFE STUDIES FW'S B-36 POTENTIAL 


Three FW 
Engineers 
Promoted 

New assignments for 
three Convair FW engineers 
in key posts were announced 
last week in Ft. Worth and 
San Diego. 

LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair 
president and general manager, 
announced the appointment of 
Grant D. Christensen as manager 
of Convair’s Dayton office. 

In Ft. Worth, J. W. Larson, 
newly appointed chief division 
engineer, announced that H. W. 
Hinckley will assume duties of 
assistant chief engineer, while 
R. H. Schwarz will assume duties 
of chief administrative engineer. 

Christensen, prior to his ap¬ 
pointment, was assistant chief 
division engineer at Convair FW. 
At Dayton, he will be in charge 
of handling transactions between 
Convair and the Air Materiel 
Command’s Procurement Office. 
He replaces 0. H. Snyder, who 
has resigned. 

Hinckley, chief project engi¬ 
neer from inception of the B-36 
project, in his new post will 
supervise all project design func¬ 
tions of the Engineering depart¬ 
ment, including design groups, 
and be responsible for the de¬ 
partment in the absence of the 
chief engineer. 

Schwarz, formerly chief group 
engineer in his new position, 
will supervise the administrative 
functions within the department, 
including Liaison, Drafting Prac¬ 
tice, Checking, Personnel and 
Patents. 

Christensen began work as an 
engineering checker at Vultee 
Field in 1938 after serving five 
years in engineering at Douglas 
Aircraft Co. In 1944 he was pro¬ 
moted to chief draftsman, and 
was transferred later the same 
year to Convair FW as assistant 
chief division engineer. He is a 
native of Salt Lake City, and ob¬ 
tained his engineering degree at 
the University of California. 

Hinckley first entered aircraft 
work in 1929 with the Ford 
Motor Co. when it was building 
the “all-metal tri-motor” planes 
then so famous. When that 
(Continued on Page 8) 

Tafe, Shaw Go 
To Washington 

Appointment of Harvey C. 
Tafe as manager of Convair’s 
Washington office was an¬ 
nounced this week by LaMotte 
T. Cohu, president. 

At the same time Cohu ap¬ 
pointed J. P. Shaw as Washing¬ 
ton representative reporting to 
Tafe. 

Tafe first joined the company 
in Oct. 1, 1940 and the following 
year was named director of Sales 
Research at Vultee Field. In 
1942 he was director of Flight 
Operations there and in 1943 
came to* San Diego as Service 
Director. Since 1944 he has been 
in the Washington office with 
the exception of one year spent 
at Los Angeles. 

Shaw, an attorney as well as 
a pilot, joined Convair in March, 
1944, at the Tucson Division. In 
1945 he was transferred to Stin¬ 
son as regional sales manager 
and later as general sales man¬ 
ager. 



ASSUME NEW POSTS—J. W. Larson, left, and R. C. Sebold, right, have been appointed Ft. 
Worth Chief Engineer and Director of Engineering for Convair, respectively. Sebold's duties will 
involve co-ordination of all the company's engineering endeavors, while Larson takes over Sebold's 
former position. 


Nickname Sparky' Clings 
To New Engineer Head 

Convair’s new Director of Engineering, R. C. Sebold 
doesn’t have the nickname “Sparky” for nothing. 

It all started back in his schooldays, when a favorite 
topic of conversation in America was the comic strip char¬ 
acter Barney Google and his race-horse “Sparkplug.” 


Larson Veteran 
Of 21 Years in 
Aircraft Industry 

J. W. Larson, new chief engi¬ 
neer for the FW Division, has 
spent 21 of his 46 years in the 
aircraft industry. 

Larson, formerly FW assistant 
chief engineer, graduated from 
the University of Utah in 1928 
and became a designer for Cur¬ 
tiss Aeroplane and Motor Corp. 
By the time he left to join Con¬ 
solidated Aircraft Corp. in Buf¬ 
falo in 1934 he had progressed 
to the position of assistant proj¬ 
ect engineer. 

Larson moved with Consoli¬ 
dated from Buffalo to San Diego 
in 1935 and was made group 
engineer in charge of control 
surfaces. He later became assis¬ 
tant project engineer on the PBY 
Catalina patrol bomber and still 
later was promoted to project 
engineer on the Model 31, experi¬ 
mental flying boat. 

Shortly after its opening in 
1942, Larson came to the Ft. 
Worth Division as chief design 
engineer. He was elevated to as¬ 
sistant chief engineer in 1945. 


As Sebold was a star on his 
school’s track squad, his friends 
naturally dubbed him “spark 
plug,” and according to col¬ 
leagues at Convair FW, he’s 
been a spark plug ever since 
when it comes to seeing things 
through and getting things done. 

The 42-year-old engineer has 
spent almost half his entire life¬ 
time in the aircraft industry. He 
marks up his twentieth year in 
1949. All but one of those 20 
years have been with Convair. 

Though his days on the track 
were more than 20 years ago, 
Sebold is still light (150 
pounds), and still moves fast. 
He still maintains an interest 
in sports, and when he can, he 
still likes a fast game of tennis, 
and also hunting and fishing. 

Born in Ft. Wayne, Ind., Dec. 


3, 1906, Sebold joined Consoli¬ 
dated Aircraft Corp. at Buffalo 
in 1929 after graduating from 
Purdue University that same 
year with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Mechanical Engineer¬ 
ing. He worked at Buffalo on 
Navy and Fleet trainers, later 
joined Curtiss-Wright Corp. for 
a short while, then rejoined Con¬ 
solidated and moved with the 
company to San Diego. 

There his talents were devoted 
to more than a dozen models pro¬ 
duced for the United States and 
several foreign countries during 
the time he was working with 
the famed PBY Catalinas. He 
also was assistant project engi¬ 
neer on the XPB2Y-1, prototype 
(Continued on page 8) 


Peace Themes Dominate Many Titles 
Suggested For Convair's Bomber 


Proof that Convair FW folks are definitely peace- 
minded and would like to have their B-36 named with that 
thought in mind was in evidence in the CONVAIRIETY- 
sponsored contest to name the world's largest bomber. 

Of the 624 names submitted at Convair FW, 50 sug¬ 


gested the name “Peacemaker,” 
along with “Peacebinder,” “Peace 
Eagle,” “Peacekeeper” and 
“Peace Master.” 

Convair SD also went strongly 
for “Peacemaker,” with ten sug¬ 
gesting that name out of 173 
entries. 

One reason for the popularity 
of the “Peacemaker” was ex¬ 
plained by several entrants. In 
the early days of Texas, the Colt 
.44 revolver played a great part 
in bringing law and order to the 
state. It was called the “Peace¬ 
maker.” 

Subsequently, entrants ex¬ 


plained that the B-36 could be 
the world’s greatest peace¬ 
maker. One contestant sug¬ 
gested that the famous Colt 
.44, with its hammer cocked, 
be the official emblem on the 
noses of all B-36s. 

In their search for a suitable 
title, contestants strived to add 
their own brand of humor. R. G. 
Cranfill, (61), suggested that 
the plane be called the “Blood¬ 
hound” because “It can smell 
with radar, and has loud, barking 
guns.” He would also like to see 
long ears painted on the B-36 


nose, so that it would resemble 
the head of a bloodhound. 

Sadie I. Peteet, (3-5), would 
call it “Eureka,” because “At last 
the king of airplanes has been 
found,” while M. J. Forehand, 
(46), would name his favorite 
plane “Unbelievable.” “Everyone 
says it is unbelievable,” he ex¬ 
plains. 

“Call it the ‘King Kong Bom¬ 
ber’,” suggested one worker, 
while others prescribed “Betsy 
Ross” and “Clara Bell.” 

Ancient birds were popular en¬ 
tries, among them “Condor,” 
known to science as “Sacorham- 
pus Gryphus.” One of the largest 
of all flying birds, wrote R. L. 
McDowell, (3). “Diatryma” was 
suggested because of its giant 
size and fighting potentialities. 

(Continued on page 8) 


General 

Believed 

Impressed 

How fast Convair FW 
could turn out substantial 
quantities of additional B- 
36's in event of a national 
emergency was the principal 
concern of Maj. Gen. K. B. Wolfe 
when he visited top Convair offi¬ 
cials at Ft. Worth last week. 

General Wolfe is director of 
the Procurement and Industrial 
Mobilization Division of the Air 
Materiel Command, the Air 
Force agency through which 
B-36’s are purchased. 

After conferring on two con¬ 
secutive days with the general, 
Convair officials said they be¬ 
lieve that he was convinced that 
Convair is well capable of pro¬ 
ducing B-36’s in the quantity that 
the AF might need. 

Mixing a few moments of 
pleasure with the serious busi¬ 
ness at hand, the general also 
seized upon the occasion to in¬ 
spect and fly a Convair-Liner. 
With LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair 
president; R. C. Sebold, new Di¬ 
rector of Engineering; Ray O. 
Ryan, FW Division manager, and 
Maj. Stephen P. Dillon, deputy 
chief of the FW AF Procurement 
(Continued on page 8) 


Pockets Opened 
Wide at FW 
For Red Cross 

Three days after the 1949 Red 
Cross fund drive opened in Con¬ 
vair FW, almost half the $12,000 
employee quota had been turned 
in by department representatives, 
and there was every indication 
that the entire quota would be 
made before publication of this 
edition of CONVAIRIETY. 

Said D. A. Gilmore, Convair 
FW campaign chairman: “Our 
Convair folks in the past have 
always made any quota set for 
them—and I have full confidence 
that they will again this time 
come through for so deserving a 
cause.” 

Special drive honors went to 
two departments: Dept. 44, Nose 
and Tail, which was the first di¬ 
rect department to go over its 
quota, and Industrial Engineer¬ 
ing, Dept. 8, the first such 
among other departments. 

Nose and Tail, with 959 em¬ 
ployees, made 104 per cent of its 
quota in a matter of hours after 
the campaign opened. Industrial 
Engineering did likewise in mak¬ 
ing 165 per cent of its quota 
among 53 employees, and in be¬ 
coming the first department in 
the plant to attain 100 per cent 
participation among its employ¬ 
ees. 

Other departments which had 
turned in campaign reports to 
Gilmore at press time reflecting 
100 per cent or more of their 
quotas were these: Dept. 2, Divi¬ 
sion Manager, 125 per cent; 
Dept. 9, Accounting, 161 per 
cent; Dept. 11, Contracts, 125 
per cent; Dept. 30, Machine Shop, 
133 per cent; and Dept. 43, Bomb 
Bay, 127 per cent. 

The overall report reflected 
$5,135 subscribed at press time. 
Additional amounts had been 
subscribed, but had not been 
turned in to Gilmore and could 
not be included on the report. 
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Published every other Wednesday by Convair’s Industrial Relations Department. 
Employee Activities Section, Eldon Frye, manager; Logan Jenkins, editor. Con- 
variety has three objectives: 

1. To help make Convair the best aircraft manufacturing company in the business. 

2. To help make Convair the best place to work in the business. 

3. To help make Convair personnel the beet informed in the business. 

Editorial offices, San Diego, building No. 7, Ext. 1071, .1072, Jeanne Dodds, 
women’s editor. Ft. Worth editorial offices, Industrial Relations department, Ext. 
5269, Bob Vollmer, editor, Jean Goggans, women’s editor 

Staff protographers: Otto Mange, Warren Kemmer and T. W- Fitch, San Die„o, 
Fred Carlile, C. P. Connally, Harold F. Dry, R. E. blawson, xx. worm. 



Awards 


SAN DIEGO 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion Awards totaling $232.50 for the 
period ending March 3: „ _ 

D. M. Constant, Dept. 3; S. E. 
Beemer, Dept. 24-3; C. E. Demons, J. E. 
Poncik, Dept. 27; J. W. Schwarz, Dept. 
115; I. G. Rooder, Dept. 140; G. L. 
Bennett, Dept. 210; H. L. Kensinger, 

A. W. Young, Dept. 221; G. J. Call, 
Dept. 230 ; D. W. Shackelford, Dept. 
232; L. E. Adams, C. C. Hall, G. G. 
Ramos, Dept. 235; H. H. Bodwell, Dept. 
240; H. C. Ross, Dept. 270 ; E. L. Rit¬ 
chie, Dept. 800 ; E. G. Dillard, G. E. 
Stewart, Dept. 350 ; T. R. Siebel, Dept. 
403. 

FT. WORTH 

The following received Employee Sug¬ 
gestion Awards totaling $644.55 for the 
period ending Feb. 10, 1949: 

V. M. Johnson, Dept. 3-5; R. W. 
Deihl, Dept. 4-2; C. A. Anderson, A. 
P. Arnold, Dept. 6; B. R. Main, Dept. 
20-2; V. iL. Kee, G. J. Bazar, Dept. 22; 
J. P. Crabb, Dept. 24; G. E. Symm, D. 
F. Brown Jr., F. J. Zalesak, T. L. 
Harris, Dept. 27. L. H. Noble Jr., Dept. 
30 ; L. J. Carrell, Dept. 31; O. O. 
Adams, G. J. Rhodes, R. L. Warren, 
Dept. 43; G. €. Bigbie, Dept. 44; F. S. 
Bates, Dept. 61; Ralph Neusche, Dept. 
32. 


Promotions 



FT. WORTH 

Effective Feb. 16, Carl Bernard Clark, 
Dept. 61, was promoted to assistant 
general foreman. 

Effective Feb. 1, M. R. Jackson, 
Dept. 27-0, to general supervisor. 


Births 


Service Pins 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins 
during the period Feb. 15 to Feb. 28 r 
Ten-year pins: Roland W. Allen, Gil¬ 
bert L. Helling, Dept. 31. 

Five-year pins: Billie S. White, Dept. 
1-65; Wm. W. Hoyt, Dept. 3-1; Miles 
W. Rhea, Dept. 4-3; Jean Colton, Chas. 
C. Widaman, Dept. 6; Quentin R. Cud- 
ney, D. H* Franks, Dept* 12; P. 
Steckelberg, Dept. 23; R. A. Nelson, 
Dept. 24; L. M. Brotherton, Dept. 27; 

C. A. Oelaya, E. L. Rainbolt, Dept. 31; 
E. L. Barrett, Dept. 115; G. Hardin, 
E. F. Rettig, Dept. 200 ; M. E Lamb, 
Dept. 136 ; Joseph Gann, Dept. 280 ; J. 
L. Coop wood, N. P. Lee, John Maroldo, 
Dept. 240; O. T. King, Dept. 250; Ru¬ 
dolph Weber, Dept. 300 ; G. W. Peck, 
Dept. 350. 

FT. WORTH 

The following received five-year serv¬ 
ice pins during the period Feb. 18 
through March 3: _ 

Dept. 6, L. H. Howard, M. Lowrey 
Jr., L. L. Hardee, A. H. Reid; Dent. 
8, Y. M. Cox; Dept. 9, L. T. Nix, W. 

D. Strong; Dept. 14, L. C. Marshall; 

Dept. 20, R. E. Parson j Dept. 22, S. F. 
Kinchen; Dept. 24, A. C. Oiler, M. D. 
Wiseman; Dept. 25, E. Boyd, C. O. 
Rhodes, C. Ruffin. . ^ A -d 

Dept. 27, F. L. Mams; Dept. 80, R. 
D. Baker, G. J. Koloff, W. H. Govette 
Jr.; Dept. 31, J. M. Roberts, O. B. 
Martin, E Barnes, L. P. Sandlin ; Dept. 
44, L. B. Smith, V. W. Prince, E. Paul; 
Dept. 45, A. Simmons, C. L. Phillips, 
A Z Ruth, O. W. Johnston; Dept. 46, 
R.’ L. Taylor, J. A. Lane; Dept. 60, R. 

B. Yoight, J. C. Pursley, W. C. Charles, 

C. D. Hollis, H. W. Gaston, J. A. Cobb. 
Dept. 61, F. L. Kelly, A. E. Cham¬ 
berlin, A. Ii. Goode; Dept. 73, J. F. 
Peppers, M. F. Gaw, V. B. Coal son; 
Dept. 82, E. J. Dunaway. 


FT. WORTH 

ANDREWS—Daughter, Rebecca Allyn, 
born Jan. 16, 6 lbs. 8 ozs., to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. P. Andrews, Dept. 6-1. 

HARTGRAYES—Daughter, Norma Ar 
lene, born Feb. 24, 7 lbs. 4 oz., to Mr. 
and Mrs. J. M. Hartgraves, Dept. 50-2 

TIDWELL — Daughter, Gale LaNell, 
bom Feb. 12, 7 lbs. 10% oz., to Mr. 
and Mrs. M. B. Tidwell, Dept. 20-2. 

VOLLMER — Son, Richard Lawrence, 
born March 3, 8 lbs. 15% oz., to Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Vollmer, Dept. 3-0. 

SAN DIEGO 

BROESKE—Son, Charles Alvin, born 
Feb. 20, 8 lbs. 12 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles A. Broeske, Dept. 24-1. 

COOPER—Daughter, Georgia Frances, 
born Jan. 26, 7 lbs. 6 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. George W. Cooper, Dept. 27. 

DERY—Son, James Edmund, born 
Jan. 31, 7 lbs. 6 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. 
Elmer W. Dery, Dept. 350. 

INGRAHAM—Daughter, Virginia Ann, 
bora Feb. 26, 8 lbs. 3 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. L. Ingraham, Dept. 22-6. 

JOHNSON — Daughter, Anita Louise, 
born Feb. 27, 6 lbs., to Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Johnson, Dept. 300. 

LINHART—Daughter, Anne Lorraine, 
born Feb. 27, 7 lbs. 4% oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. Theo Linhart, Dept. 6. 

McOORMIOK—Son, born Feb. 26, 8 

lbs. 2 oz., to Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Mc¬ 
Cormick, Dept. 124. 

ST. MARTIN — Daughter, Deborah, 
born March 1, 6 lbs. 7 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. L. St. Martin, Dept. 6. 

NAJERA—Daughter, Barbara Willissa, 
bora Feb. 18, 8 lbs. 14 oz., to Mr. and 
Mrs. Pete J. Najera, Dept. 101. 


QUEEN—Marietta Sauer, 18, 
daughter of Ann Sauer, (Dept. 
25 SD) dispatcher, shown here in 
drill team costume, Marietta, on 
Feb. 25, won title of queen of 
San Diego high school, awarded 
to most popular girl. 


Convair Machinist s Nephew Quits 

Norway for U. S., Joins Air Force 


Finn Wahl, Convair FW fore¬ 
man, Machine Shop (30), who 
came to America from Norway 
in 1922, is proud that his name¬ 
sake and nephew, also Finn 
Wahl, has followed his path 
across the Atlantic 27 years later 
to start a new life in America. 
And what a start! The 21- 
year-old Norwegian joined the 
U. S. Air Force just two weeks 
after landing on American soil. 
The lives of the uncle and nep¬ 
hew have always been closely re¬ 
lated, although the two have been 
an ocean apart. The elder Wahl 
came to America as a young man 
eager to learn the machinist’s 
trade. He is now teaching and 
helping others in his profession 
at Convair FW, 

Both uncle and nephew were 
working toward the same goal 


during the war years, the uncle 
helping build airplanes that 
might aid his native land, and 
the nephew striving for free¬ 
dom of his country as a mem¬ 
ber of the Norwegian under¬ 
ground. 

Even though he considers 
America his home, the elder Wahl 
often misses his native land and 
relatives still living in Norway. 
He returned in 1928 for the chris¬ 
tening of his namesake and again 
in 1947 for the boy’s graduation 
from college. “I advertised the 
opportunities of America, and I 
must have succeeded,” he smiles. 

Three days after his arrival in 
America, young Wahl took out 
his intent of citizenship papers. 
He joined the Air Force with the 
hope that he will soon learn the 
customs of America. 


Convair Official 
Gets High Post 

Louis A. Johnson, a member 
of Convair’s board of directors, 
has been named Secretary of Na 
tional Defense, succeeding James 
Forrestal. Johnson’s resignation 
from the board was announced 
March 7 by Board Chairman, 
Floyd B. Odium. 

Johnson had been a board 
member of Consolidated since 
August, 1942, and at the time of 
the merger with Vultee Aircraft, 
Inc., became a member of the 
Convair board. 



Deaths 


FT. WORTH 

BURNETT—Jame* F., March 8, Dept. 
82. Survivors, wife, daughter, mother, 
five sisters, two brothers. 

PIERCE—R. C., March 7, Dept. 82. 
Survivors, wife, daughter, brother, three 

tic BROOM—N. C., March 7, Dept. 30. 
Survivors, daughter. 

SAN DIEGO 

FARRELL—Jesse O., Dept. 99, March 
1, 1949. Survivor: wife. 


Classes 


FT. WORTH 

Enrollments are still being taken by 
the Convair FW Education section for 
the following new classes: 

Shorthand Review, 4:30 to 5:30 
Monday and Wednesdays, Room 10; 
Aircraft Drafting, 4 to 6 p.m., Mondays 
and Wednesdays, Room 10. 

SAN DIEGO 

Second semester of Stencil Painting 
got under way last night, March 16. 
The class is under direction of Margaret 
Quigley, and meets every Tuesday from 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in a classroom 
at the Education Bldg. 33. Beginners 
and more advanced students are kindly 
invited to attend. 


Liner Recognized in 
Switzerland Press 

Under a caption of “new blood 
for Swissair,” a Bern, Switzer¬ 
land newspaper recently carried 
a picture showing the interior of 
building No. 4 at SD with Con- 
vair-Liners awaiting customer in¬ 
spection. 

The clipping, which described 
the Convair-Liners as “the most 
modern which can be placed in 
today’s air traffic,” was mailed 
to C. P. Hoff of Accounting 
(Dept. 9 SD) by Paul Steiner, 
Bern postal employee. Both Hoff 
and Steiner are stamp enthu¬ 
siasts and struck up a friendship 
over the years, trading covers. 



FREE HAND—John Diaz (Dept. 22 SD) demonstrates production 
of handpainted neckties, talent for which he discovered by acci¬ 
dent. Scenes take from one to two hours to apply and are copied 
from photographs or magazine illustrations. 

For Fun, Dispatcher Daubed Sketch 
On Necktie-Lo and Behold: Success 


Management Club's 
Schedule Released 

Convair SD’s Management Club meets 
tonight (March 16) at the San Diego 
Hotel. Program chairman is G. A. 
Johnston with Production Control spon¬ 
soring the evening. 

On April 16 the club will meet again 
for a father-child affair in the plant 
cafeteria with L-13 Manufacturing as 
sponsor and J. B. Torrance as chair¬ 
man. The May meeting will be on the 
18th with Methods & Controls spon¬ 
soring and W. J. Platt chairman. On 
June 15 Transport Interior Trim will 
sponsor while A. R. Johnson is chair¬ 
man. Field Operations will sponsor the 
June 15 meeting with S. J. B a rinka. as 
chairman. This will be a Ladies Night 
event, probably at the San Diego hotel. 
On Aug. 17 the meeting will be ar¬ 
ranged by Accounting with J. P. Welle 
as chairman and the Sept. 17 gathering 
will be a picnic at El Monte park spon¬ 
sored by 240 Final Assembly with J. P. 
Hopman as chairman. . 

R. L. Mussen will be chairman and 
Contracts & Service sponsor of the Oct. 
19 meeting which will be a joint affair 
with Ryan and City Management clubs. 
On Nov. 16 Engineering will sponsor 
the meeting with F. W. Fink as chair¬ 
man. Last meeting of the year will be 
Dec. 18, a Christmas affair, with the 
club program committee as sponsor. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
FOR CLUB SLATED 

Nominations for new officers 
of Convair SD’s Management 
Club will be made at the April 
16 meeting. Election will be held 
May 18 followed by installation 
at the June 15 gathering. 


CONVAIR COUPLE WED— 
The former Miss Jessie Goss, 
Tooling (24-1), was married to 
Tom Porter, Wing Structure (45), 
on Feb. 25. Best man was Sam 
Keith, Nose and Tail (44). 


Until John Diaz (Dept. 22 SD 
dispatcher) let his artistic talents 
be known, he had no idea of his 
own popularity. Now he is 
sought after, particularly by 
those friends with a weakness 
for fashion who admire his hand- 
painted neckties. 

“I started only a few weeks 
ago, by accident,” Diaz ex¬ 
plained. “I’ve always been in¬ 
terested in art work and had 
painted a design on a piece of 
luminous cloth, for fun. When 
I showed it to a friend (J. S. 
Boaz, also Dept. 22), he sug¬ 
gested I try the design on a 
necktie.” 

Diaz did. It looked so well he 




“Before we buy, my husband 
wants to see how long it’ll take 
to catch his train in the morn¬ 
ings.” 


ANNOUNCE MARRIAGE— 
When the former Miss Mary 
Ruth Bell, Timekeeper (9-2), first 
started keeping tab on working 
hours of James C. Bass Jr., Bomb 
Bay (43), she did not anticipate 
that her daily visits would grow 
into a permanent affair. The two 
I were married, however, on Feb. 5. 


Wedding Bells Ring 
For 3 FW Couples 

Two Convair FW Tool Plan 
ning clerks marched down the 
aisle within less than 24 hours 
of each other in February. 

On Feb. 25, Miss Jessie Goss 
was married to Tom Porter in 
the prayer room of the First 
Methodist Church. Sam Keith, 
Dept. 44 general foreman, was 
best man. Porter has been with 
Convair FW seven years and is 
in Dept. 45, while Mrs. Porter 
was hired only four days before 
the wedding. The couple are now 
at home at 1817 Bluebonnet 
Drive. 

Twenty-one hours later, on 
Feb. 26, Mrs. Thelma Casey was 
married to Howard Foley in the 
home of the Rev. S. M. Bennet 
in Arlington, Tex. Mrs. Foley 
has worked in Dept. 24 the past 
four years. Foley is in the real 
estate business. The Foleys will 
make their home at 1226 Lincoln 
Ave. 

On Feb. 5, Miss Mary Ruth 
Bell, Accounting (9-2), was mar¬ 
ried to James C. Bass Jr., (43), 
at the Central Methodist Church. 
Bass has worked at Convair FW 
since 1948, while Mrs. Bass 
started in 1947. They will be at 
home at 311 W. Leuda. 


tried another and still another. 
He uses textile paints which dry 
fairly rapidly and reportedly 
withstand dry cleaning, though 
Diaz hasn’t tried out this matter 
yet. He paints designs or scenes 
free hand, usually sketching them 
in first with a pencil. 

“Most of the time I use a 
photograph or a scene clipped 
from a magazine as a guide,” 
Diaz continued. “It doesn’t 
take long to paint a tie, an 
hour or two for most.” 

Diaz uses plain neckties to 
start with, rayon or silk, and 
chooses his colors as he goes 
along. Thus far he hasn’t exer¬ 
cised his art commercially, limit¬ 
ing himself to painting for fun. 



TOP TAPPER — Beverly Jean 
Thompson, daughter of a Con¬ 
vair FW employee, was a fea¬ 
tured dancer at Will Rogers Col¬ 
iseum recently in the "Laffa- 
cade" starring the famous com¬ 
edy team of Olsen and Johnson. 
Beverly is the daughter of R. E. 
Thompson, Field Operations (61). 
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Will It Fly? Well, Take a Look at These Movie Shots of 7002 





MAIDEN HOP AT MUROC—These photos are taken from movie film which 
recorded first flight of Convair's Model 7002, first delta wing plane, built for Air 
Force and now being tested at Muroc Air Force Base. Photos are not in perfect 
sequence because they were taken from film exposed by several different camera¬ 
men stationed at various points of vantage. Upper row shows E. D. (Sam) Shannon, 
SD chief of experimental flying,, entering plane for initial trial flight. Center photos 
show take off and plane's appearance in flight, and lower row shows Shannon back 


on ground being, congratulated by SD Flight Manager R. C. Loomis. Photo third 
from left in third row, believe it or not, is way movie camera recorded plane 
flying high overhead. Flight photography was no easy matter, for only another 
jet plane could keep up. Therefore, a P-80 equipped with automatic movie camera 
"firing" sidewise from fixed position was used. P-80 pilot turned on camera, then 
maneuvered his plane alongside. Photos appearing here are enlargements of 
tiny movie frames which originally were in color. 




Disabling Accidents Take Holiday 
At Convair SD During February 


Here's a Sad Story of a Foreman 


Early this week Convair SD 
passed the million - and - three- 
quarters man-hour mark without 
a single disabling accident. 

“That is a good record in 
any man’s business,” Ernest 
Wenigmann, division manager, 
commented, while Russ Carter, 
safety supervisor, stood by 
with his fingers crossed. 



LUCKY MISS —W. T. Ruhl, 
Convair FW Assembler (43), ex¬ 
amines extension drill which 
might have caused loss of his 
right eye if he had not been 
wearing safety goggles. Drill 
broloe goggles when it whipped 
and struck his face on only his 
second day of work at Convair, 


By ending February without 
such an accident, the plant scored 
its first unblemished calendar 
month since April, 1947. How¬ 
ever, the plant has a long way 
to go before equaling the all- 
time record for being free of 
disabling accidents which was 
established the same year. At 
that time there was not a single 
such accident in nearly three- 
and-a-half-million man-hours! 

“That was a fine record but 
we can beat it!” Carter added. 
“Cooperation and adherence to 
our safety rules will do it. Let’s 
think a little before we act. Let’s 
remember that the safety of 
others depends upon us!” 


Drill Strikes Face, 
Goggles Save Eye 

W. T. Ruhl, Convair FW as¬ 
sembler, (43), is thankful that 
he heeded safety instructions 
when he started work at Convair 
on Feb. 28. At that time he was 
advised to wear safety goggles 
on his job. 

His second day at work the 
goggles probably saved the sight 
of his right eye. The extension 
drill with which he was working 
began to whip and struck him in 
the face. The right goggle was 
broken and Ruhl suffered minor 
lacerations and facial cuts. After 
treatment at the dispensary he 
returned to work, but made cer¬ 
tain first that he had another 
pair of safety goggles! 


What Next? 

Oddest request of the week: 
F. F. Gignilliat, Convair FW Per¬ 
sonnel supervisor, never knows 
what to expect when his tele¬ 
phone rings these days. Prize 
query of the week was from a 
woman who wanted to know how 
she could secure a plexiglass 
“blister” from a B-36. Seems 
that spring was coming and she 
wanted to make a streamlined 
fish pond! 


CONVAIRIETY field reporter 
D. C. Martinez (Dept. 101 SD) 
submits this test of a "good 
foreman:" 

If he is pleasant, he is too 
familiar. 

If he is sober-faced, he is a 
sour puss. 

If he is young, he doesn’t know 
anything. 


If he is old, he is an old stiff. 

If he belongs to a lodge, other 
members expect favors. 

If he goes to church, he is a 
hypocrite. 

If he doesn’t, he is a heathen. 

If he drinks, lie is an old souse. 

If he doesn’t, he is a tightwad. 

If he talks to everybody, he’s 
a gossip. 

If he doesn’t, he is stuck up. 

If he insists that the rules of 
the shop be kept, he is too par¬ 
ticular. 

If he doesn’t, he is too careless. 

If he looks around, he’s snoop¬ 
ing. 

If he doesn’t, he’s unobservant. 

If he tries to settle all com¬ 
plaints, he has to have the wis¬ 
dom of Solomon. 

If he worries about them, he’ll 
soon be crazy. 

Are there any good foremen? 

Yes, plenty of them and they’re 
not all in cemeteries. 


They That Build ’em 
Try Flying ’em 

Several hundred Convair SD 
people satisfied an ambition of 
several years standing Sunday, 
March 6 by flying in a Convair- 
Liner. 

The occasion was a series of 
half-hour flights over San Diego 
conducted by Western Airlines to 
acquaint the public with the 
Liner. A total of 500 passengers 
went up and Ben Spaulding, San 
Diego sales manager for Western, 
said a poll indicated 90 per cent 
were flying for the first time. 
Nine flights were made by a 
Convair-Liner and three by DC-4. 



THREE SPORTSMEN—Three famous sports figures at the Con¬ 
vair FW Foremen's Club Sports Night in February are, left to right, 
Coach L. R. "Dutch" Meyer, of Texas Christian University; baseball 
star Bobby Feller, and Coach Matty Bell of Southern Methodist 
University. 
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VISITOR—Left to right, Ray O. Ryan, Convair FW division 
manager, and Sen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, chief of the United States 
Air Force, in Ryan's office after rainy inspection of B-36s. The 
general visited the Ft. Worth division last month and pronounced 
the bomber "tops." 

SD Engineer Has Host of Friends 
He Knows By Their Voices Alone 



MAKING ITSELF TO HOME—The XC-99 in this photo adjusts itself to new environment. Shifted 
recently to Ft. Worth, the world's largest land plane will complete its test program at this division. 


Irishman Far From Kilkenny Longs 
For Parades on St. Patrick s Day 


At least one Convair. SD radio 
engineer can’t seem to leave his 
work alone, even at night. 

The engineer is William Garcia 
(Dept. 6), and as a result of his 
extracurricular activities he has 
a host of friends he knows only 
by number and would not recog¬ 
nize if he saw on the street. He 
shares this privilege with thou¬ 
sands of other radio hams who 
spend their spare time chewing 
the fat over the ether with hams 
in other states and countries. 

“My station, with call letters 
WMLB, runs about a half gal¬ 
lon,” Garcia remarks casually, 
then hastens to explain. “In 
ham language, that means 500 
watts. We consider 1,000 watts 
a ‘full gallon. , ” 

Although for years Garcia 
built his own equipment, he now 
has a commercially built trans¬ 
mitter and receiver, the former 
purchased from war surplus. His 
investment represents about 
$1,000 and he has received a mil¬ 
lion dollars in fun from it. His 
most distant contact has been 
Durban, South Africa. 

“Because I speak Spanish, I 
get responses from many ama¬ 
teurs in South America,” Garcia 
explains. “Our conversations are 


usually about subjects related to 
radio, or just air-wave gossip. 
Sometimes the other hams put 
their families on the mike, too, 
and we talk back and forth.” 

By means of a rotary beam, 
Garcia has some control over the 
direction of his signals and thus 
can “aim” toward amateurs in 
specific sections of the world. He 
has never received a response 
from behind the “iron curtain.” 

“We frequently have contact 
with the far Pacific, however,” 
Garcia continues, “mostly GI’s 
who are stationed out there. It 
isn’t unusual for us to help a 
wife in the states talk to her 
husband in the service abroad.” 

Garcia, in communication with 
another Convair ham operator at 
Ft. Worth, will be the connecting 
link when bowling teams at San 
Diego and Ft. Worth compete. 
The teams will bowl on their 
“home alleys” and the results will 
be passed back and forth by 
radio as the match progresses. 


Hitchikers 


There’ll be a St. Patrick’s Day 
parade at Convair FW tomorrow 
—even if John F. McMahon, 
wearing a Shamrock, a green tie 
and carrying a shillelagh to con¬ 
vince unbelievers, has to throw 
\t all by himself. 

Mac, as you might imagine, 
is a transplanted Irishman. So 
far as he knows, he is the 
only full-blooded Irishman at 
Convair FW who was born in 
Ireland. But if there are others, 
he’d like to hear from them. 

The red-haired, blue-eyed Plant 
Protection investigator (3) was 
born in Kilkenny, “the most 
beautiful spot in the world.” He 
left the rolling green hills of 
Kilkenny to come to a new home- 



IT'S THE IRISH IN HIM— 
John F. "Mac" McMahon, Con¬ 
vair FW investigator, (3), shows 
how he'll celebrate St. Patrick's 
Day tomorrow drinking tea from 
a 50-year-old tea set he brought 
to America from Ireland. 

land—America—soon after World 
War I and has never returned. 

“I miss the Irish parades on 
St. Patrick’s Day more than any¬ 
thing,” he reminisces. And true 
to custom, he has faith in the 
blarney stone. “Mother kissed 
the blarney stone and the blarney 
was handed on down to me,” he 
chuckles. 

Years after his arrival in the 
States, Mac still talks with an 
Irish brogue, although only an¬ 
other Irishman can detect it. A 
veteran traveler, his work as an 
Investigator has taken him to 
almost every state in the union, 
but in all his travels he has 
never located another Irishman 
from Kilkenny. That is his secret 
desire. “I think I was the only 
person ever to leave Kilkenny.” 


FW Inspection To 
Hold Hayloft Party 

Blue jeans and gingham dresses 
will be in fashion at the “Hay¬ 
loft Party Dance” to be spon¬ 
sored by Convair FW Inspection 
(27) at the Pioneer Palace, March 
19. 

The dance will be open to all 
Convair FW workers, and tickets 
may be obtained for $1 per per¬ 
son from Joe Waggoner (27-9), 
Ext. 3243. Assisting Waggoner in 
arrangements is M. J. Grace 
(27-9). A1 Clauser’s hillbilly band 
will play for dancing. 


Mac’s most treasured posses¬ 
sion is a 50-year-old Irish tea set 
which he brought with him to 
America. Like all English and 
Irish, tea is still an essential 
part of Mac’s everyday life. 

Mac’s wife has inherited a 
touch of the shamrock too, as 
she is of Irish ancestry, al¬ 
though born in America. Their 
three red-headed children, 
Mary Margaret, 12, Shelia, 3 
and S’ean, 10, are as Irish as 
their father. 

The greatest Irish patriot, in 
Mac’s opinion, is Eamon De- 
Valera, former premier of Ire¬ 
land and friend of Mac’s. Once 
Mac asked him during the 
troubled times of Ireland, in 
1918, what was to become of 
their country. DeValera, wrote 
in reply, “God alone knows the 
destiny of Ireland.” 

Yes, and it would be a happy 
St. Patrick’s Day for one “Mac” 
McMahon tomorrow if his wishes 
could come true—a visit to that 
“little bit of heaven,” and a real, 
old-fashioned Irish parade! 


Gifts Help Slow Up 
Run of Hard Luck 

The old adage “when it rains 
it pours” has proven all too true 
for Mrs. Myrtle Spencer, Convair 
FW Tooling (24-1), who was hos¬ 
pitalized Jan. 16 for an operation, 
and who faces a second operation 
in May. 

When she was discharged from 
the hospital in February, after 
five weeks, she could not return 
to her own home because her 
seven-year-old daughter, Vicki, 
had pink eye. 

Mrs. Spencer’s husband died 
Oct. 29 during an eight-hour 
operation for a heart ailment. 
The Tooling department aided 
the family with subscriptions 
totaling $850. Mrs. Spencer’s 
co-workers are hoping that a 
long sunny spell will replace the 
rainy days which have been so 
much a part of her life these past 
few months. 


FW Ham' Uses 
Auto Radio To 
Call His Wife 

When Jack M. Dye, Convair 
FW Field Operations foreman 
(61), leaves his second shift job 
at the plant every midnight, he 
doesn’t even have to go home to 
begin practicing his amateur 
radio hobby. With a transmitter 
and receiver in his car, he’s 
ready to talk immediately to op¬ 
erators in all parts of the world. 

Like most radio hams, Dye 
constructed and installed his own 
equipment. With another Convair 
FW radio ham, E. G. Bowden, 
also of Dept. 61, he recently 
completed a television receiver. 

Dye’s contacts made while driv¬ 
ing to and from work include 
the Canal Zone, San Diego, New 
York and his wife at home. 

“The latter comes in handy 
when you forget something,” he 
says. A member of the American 
Radio Relay League, and class 
“A” operator, his contacts are 
verified by hundreds of “QSL” 
cards plastered in his radio room. 
The international “Q” signal en¬ 
ables him to carry on a conver¬ 
sation with hams of any na¬ 
tionality. 

Bowden, also a licensed op¬ 
erator, was recently awarded the 
“Public Service Certificate” by 
the American Radio Relay 
League for meritorious work in 
furnishing a Fort Worth radio 
outlet during the 1947 Texas- 
Oklahoma tornado. 

All such services performed by 
ham radio operators are ren¬ 
dered without compensation. He 
is now serving as assistant 
emergency co-ordinator for the 
Ft. Worth area. 

Other Convair FW licensed 
ham operators include L. J. M. 
Gottlob, A. G. Wood, L. D. Ar¬ 
nett, J. C. Huett, J. L. Atwood, 
all Inspection (27); K. G. Walker, 
T. N. Lawrence, L. R. Keech, 
Eugene R. Hill, all Final As¬ 
sembly (50); E. L. Foster, Skids 
Carnon, Field Operations (61); 
J. W. Cates, Engineering (6-4); 
J. A. Scott, Contract (11); and 
E. K. Smith, Air Force inspector. 


Dixie Holmes desires ride from 1939 
Prospect street, National City to Bldg. 
19, 7:30-4:30, home phone Greeley 7-5355. 



"CALLING CQ"—In ham radio language, that means William 
Garcia, (Engineering SD), wants to talk to somebody, anybody. 
Garcia, a radio engineer at Convair through the day, is a ham 
on off hours and has scores of friends he has never seen. He is 
shown with equipment which will be used to relay bowling scores 
when rival bowling teams at Ft. Worth and San Diego compete 
against each other, though bowling over their own alleys. 



AMATEUR RADIO FANS—E. G. Bowden, and Jack Dye, right, 
both Convair FW Field Operations (61), are shown transmitting 
messages over the mobile ham radio unit which Dye has installed 
in his car. 
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Eligibles 


OTHELLO?—Yes, but it is Ronald Colman in the part, a painting 
which the artist, Charles Fisher (Dept. 6 SD), created with photo¬ 
graph as model.—Photo by CONVAIRIETY field reporter Woody 
Hunt (Dept. 6 SD).. 

Artist s 'Othello' Looks More Like 
Ronald Colman Than Ronald Colman 


It's a good thing that Charlie 
Fisher isn’t absent-minded. 
Otherwise, some of the technical 
drawings he produces as a liaison 
engineer in Dept. 6 SD would end 
up looking like oil paintings! 

Painting in oils is Fisher’s 
avocation and up until three 
months ago he had never had 
a lesson. Despite the lack of 
formal training, he has pro¬ 
duced some highly creditable 
work, witness the accompany¬ 
ing photograph. 

More than a year ago Fisher 
was attracted to a photograph of 
movie star Ronald Colman in the 
part of Othello from a motion 
picture, ‘‘The Double Life.” He 
wrote for a copy and set to work 
to reproduce it in oils. Many 
months and many, many strokes 
of the brush later, the picture 
was completed. 


“I wanted to send it to Ron¬ 
ald Colman,” Fisher recalled. 
“But my wife was so fond of 
it she wouldn’t let me.” 

Among other works Fisher has 
completed are a copy of a Rem¬ 
brandt self-portrait and a copy 
of Old Ironsides. He hopes to 
improve his quality by attending 
art classes at the Gallery of Fine 
Arts. Fisher has been with Con- 
vair SD for eight years. 


CARSWELL “SCANNER” 
THREE YEARS OLD 
“The Lone Star Scanner,” of¬ 
ficial newspaper of Carswell Air 
Force Base, adjacent to Convair 
FW, celebrated its third birthday 
Feb. 26 with a party for local 
press representatives. Guests of 
honor included Loyd L. Turner, 
Convair FW director of public 
relations, and Bob Vollmer, Ft. 
Worth editor of CONVAIRIETY. 


COMMANDER—John Willett, 
12, son of Mrs. J. C. Willett, 
Convair FW Accounting (9), 
takes over the main base of the 
B-36 Carswell Air Force base, 
after being named "Commander 
For A Day." John looks over his 
day's schedule at desk of Eighth 
Air Force commander, Maj. Gen. 
Roger M. Ramey, while Ramey 
stands by. 


FW Mother Sees 
Son Command' 
Carswell Base 

One Convair FW mother, Mrs. 
J. C. Willett, Accounting (9), 
not only helps produce the world’s 
largest bomber, but now is cer¬ 
tain that she has a future B-36 
pilot on her hands since her 12- 
year-old son, John, served as 
“Commander For a Day” at Cars¬ 
well air force base on March 3. 

John was chosen “comman¬ 
der” at the big B-36 base, ad¬ 
jacent to Convair, because of 
his outstanding participation 
in school safety work. John, 
airminded like his mother 
when it comes to B-36’s, did 
all the things a boy his age 
dreams about. 

A special staff car called for 
him at school as classmates 
cheered his departure to the 
base. There he was welcomed by 
Maj. Gen. Roger M. Ramey, 
commander of the 8th Air Force, 
while Col. Alan D. Clark, 7th 
Bomb Wing commander, pinned 
a silver eagle on his shoulder 
making him an honorary colonel. 
As he toured the field, Air Force 
men saluted. 

John touched “Lucky Lady II,” 
globe-circling B-50, which made 
headlines a few days before in 
her non-stop flight around the 
world. He was shown through a 
B-36 and tried his hand at a link 
trainer. It was in the trainer 
that he was told he might make 
an excellent B-36 pilot. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. Willett was 
trying hard to keep her mind 
on her work at Convair when 
the telephone rang. It was an 
invitation to join her son at a 
private screening of “Command 
Decision.” 

After a breathless day, young 
John prepared to return to school 
and tell his classmates of the 
greatest thrill of his lifetime. 
For it isn’t often that a 12-year- 
old boy can say that he was 
“Commander For a Day” of a 
B-36 base. 


Official notification of eligi¬ 
bility for the Convair Retirement 
Plan will go out to FW employ¬ 
ees as soon as forms are avail¬ 
able. 

The notifications, which apply 
to all who have been with Con¬ 
vair a year as of Oct. 1, 1948, 
will be sent out by mail and in¬ 
clude application cards and ex¬ 
planatory booklets. In the mean¬ 
time, a number have signed up 
already by obtaining permission 
of their immediate supervisor to 
visit the payroll window of Ac¬ 
counting, second floor of the ad¬ 
ministration building, during 
first shift hours 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. 

“Participation in the plan is 
an unusual opportunity,” R. H. 
Biron, Convair vice-president, 
commented. “It would be im¬ 
possible for any of us acting 
independently to obtain an an¬ 
nuity on such liberal terms.” 

In effect, participation in the 
plan has a life insurance feature 
as well as retirement protection. 
In case of death prior to retire¬ 
ment, beneficiaries receive not 
only all contributions the em¬ 
ployee has made but also all the 
company has made, plus two per 
cent interest. 

While participating in the plan, 
employees have several options 
which they may exercise. They 
may elect to take out: 

1. A five-year certain life an¬ 
nuity. This provides payment at 
a reduced rate (approximately 
97 per cent of normal retirement 
income) but guarantees payment 
for at least five years after re¬ 
tirement. In case of death before 
the five year period is up, pay¬ 
ments continue to survivors. How¬ 
ever, payments continue indefi¬ 
nitely after the five year period 
is up, so dong as the participant 
lives. 

2. A ten-year certain life an¬ 
nuity. This operates the same as 
the five-year certain annuity, ex¬ 
cept that the guarantee period 
is 10 years and income is ap¬ 
proximately 89 per cent of nor¬ 
mal retirement income. 

3. Joint and Survivor annuity. 
Under this plan a participant 
may name a joint-annuitant and 
the retirement income will con¬ 
tinue as long as either lives. 
Amount of income in this case 
depends upon age and sex of 
joint-a n n u i t a n t. Satisfactory 
proof of good health of partici¬ 
pant is required in this case. 

4. Cash Refund annuity. This, 
too, provides for a reduced rate 
of retirement income. However, 
if a participant dies before he 
has received back in monthly pay¬ 
ments all that he and the com¬ 
pany have contributed in his 
behalf, the balance will be paid 
to his beneficiaries either in 
monthly installments or in lump 
sum. If he lives beyond this point, 
income continues without inter¬ 
ruption until his death. 

The foregoing options can be 
exercised at any time. However, 
in the case of options 1, 2 and 
4, if selection is delayed until 
participant is 60 or older, proof 
of good health is required. 


DISASTER—During last year Red Cross nationally expended 
$12,171,022 assisting 312,400 persons victimized by such disasters 
as forest fires, floods, hurricanes, tornadoes. Photo here shows 
feeding homeless children. Red Cross recruited 1,621 nurses in 
emergencies, conducted nursing courses, issued 124,600 Home 
Nursing certificates. 


SAFETY—This is scene typical of Red Cross safety services. 
During year nearly a half million first aid and accident certificates 
were granted nationally, instruction free. 


H EALTH—Foremost in Red Cross health promotion is blood 
donor service. Service to youth includes National Children's Fund, 
only emergency fund available to meet needs of children world 


over. 


B-36 Flies Over SD 

Convair SD had a chance at a 
glimpse of the B-36 last week 
when one of the great bombers 
flew over the city on what was 
reported as a routine training 
mission. Distinguished by red 
tail and wing tips, as well as its 
great size, the ship came down 
low over North Island. 






“One more remark like that, 
Peggy, and I’ll have to ask you 
to remove your straw!” 


SERVICE—Grey ladies friendly service in hospitals is part of 
Red Cross aid to veterans and the ill. Last year workers handled 
708,300 cases in Armed Services abroad and a greater number at 
home, providing financial aid to military and dependent personnel. 


Retirement 
Data Sent 


Here's Where Red Cross Dollars Go: 
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WRESTLERS REUNITED—G. D. "Dobie" Osburn, left, and R. E. 
Vick, right, both Convair FW Nose and Tail (44), and both former 
professional "groaners," demonstrate a straight arm bar. 

Nearly Every Bone in Body Broken 
During Career of 2,000 Mat Bouts 


Back in 1932, two well-known 
wrestlers, G. D. “Dobie” Osburn 
and R. E. Vick, were billed on 
the same card for a Chicago 
match. Today, the same two are 
teamed at Convair FW in the 
same department, (44), called 
by fellow workers, the “depart¬ 
ment of strangleholds and ham- 
merlocks.” 

Both have retired from the mat 
now, and as for their previous 
career, “I wouldn’t advise any 
living human to take it up,” says 
Osburn. 

Osburn, now 47, started 
wrestling when he was 18, and 
only retired in 1945. He esti¬ 
mates that he has wrestled in 
2,000 matches, and has had 
almost every bone in his body 
broken—a record of which he 
says he is not proud! 

Wrestling champions always 
seemed to be Osburn’s specialty. 
He wrestled Jack Fisher in 1921 
for the lightweight champion¬ 
ship of the world; Gus Kellio 
for the middleweight crown; 
Hugh Nichols for the light heavy¬ 
weight crown, Jim Browning and 
Ali Babba for the heavyweight 
championship. “I never quite 
made it in those top matches,” 
says Osburn. “I always managed 
to get close to the championship 
and then lose.” 

He was a champion though— 
by winning the heavyweight 
crown of Florida in 1936 and 
1937. He has wrestled in Cuba, 
Canada, Mexico, and every state 
except Maine and New Hampsire. 
“I learned to take care of my¬ 
self in the rugged oil boom days 
of West Texas,” he grins. A 
boilermaker and ship builder by 
trade, Osburn left the ring while 
working in the Jacksonville, Fla., 
shipyards during the war. 

His great interest now is in 
another sort of ring—a teething 
ring for his 13-months-old son. 
“I’ll see that he’s never a wrestler 
—it just isn’t a healthy profes¬ 
sion,” says Osburn. 

Vick, who at 40 is 248 pounds 
of muscle, began his career in 
the ring not long after he was 
voted by a physical culture maga¬ 
zine the third best physically 
developed youth in the nation for 
his age—14. 

His professional career started 
in 1928 when he won his first 
match after two minutes and ten 


seconds in the ring. In 1930, he 
was matched with “Cyclone Fox” 
for the light heavyweight cham¬ 
pionship of the world, and in 
1932 with Hugh Nichols in the 
same division. He joined the 
Marine Corps and was named 
heavyweight champion of that 
service. After his discharge from 
the Marines in 1936 he started 
to work at Convair SD and 
played football for the San Diego 
Bombers until he retired from 
the spotlight in 1941 to “keep 
peace in the family.” 

Two sons are carrying on their 
father’s taste for sports, how¬ 
ever. The eldest, 12, is captain 
and quarterback of his school 
football team, and the 9-year-old 
is already a threat to neighbor¬ 
ing teammates. 

“Like wrestling, all other pro¬ 
fessions have plenty of ‘hot 
spots’,” says Vick. “The only 
difference in my work today is 
that it’s hard on my nerves in 
stead of my muscles!” 


Depts. To Organize 
Badminton Teams 
For SD Tourney 

Badminton team practice which 
will lead up to a Convair SD 
plant tournament will start Fri¬ 
day, March 18, at 7 p.m. at 
Municipal gym, Balboa park. 

Claude Henninger, commis¬ 
sioner, urged departments to 
make up teams, name captains 
and notify him by March 17. “It 
is important that you phone me 
(ext. 306) names of players so 
that we can organize,” he said. 

Teams will consist of a mini¬ 
mum of seven players with a 
maximum of two substitutes, four 
men and three women players, 
one man and one woman sub¬ 
stitutes. There will be events in 
men’s and women’s doubles, men’s 
singles and mixed doubles. 

Practice sessions were sched¬ 
uled for March 18 and March 25 
with inter - departmental team 
play beginning about April 1. De¬ 
partments may enter as many 
teams as there are players avail¬ 
able. In case of a shortage of 
players, departments may com¬ 
bine. 


PLANT LEAGUE ENTRY—Pictured above are the "Tooling Ter¬ 
mites," Dept. 24 basketball team which was Convair FW Intra-plant 
League entry in the City League playoff. At press time they had 
yet to do battle with Dept. 47 for plant championship. Front row, 
left to right: Wayne Moss, W. P. Tharp, Joe Clevenger, Billie 
Sellers. Back row, left to right: Ralph Stelding, Oliver Lindsey, O. T. 
Fuller, Farrell Sutton and W. J. McCoy. _ 


Recreation Fund To 
Get Added Income 

Price of cigarettes sold in Con¬ 
vair SD vending machines has 
gone up from 19 to 20 cents. 

The boost was approved March 
7 by the Employee Council of 
the Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion. Of the cent increase, CRA 
will receive a half cent to be 
added to the recreation fund. 
CRA President Russ Osgood 
pointed out that all other vend¬ 
ing machines in the SD area now 
charge 20 cents. 

Osgood said several employees 
had made the suggestion that 
cigarette price be increased to 
“par” for this locality if CRA 
would benefit substantially. 
“Since CRA gets half the one 
cent increase I am sure the move 
will meet with the approval of 
the majority of our membership,” 
Osgood concluded. 


SD Camera Bugs 
Get Under Way 

Twenty-nine camera bugs 
turned out March 3 at Convair 
SD for the organizational meet¬ 
ing of the new Camera Club. 

The group met again last Mon¬ 
day night to discuss by-laws and 
exhibit prints for criticism. A 
committee of Virgil H. Schade 
(31), M. L. Barksdale (115), W. 
W. Hunt (6), J. C. Wilson (31), 
R. E. Wahlen (403), G. W. Slater 
(340), J. A. Wilber (27) was 
formed to act until permanent 
officers can be elected. 
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LONG STRETCH — O. T, 
Fuller No. 3, Convair FW "Tool¬ 
ing Termite," stretches for basket 
in first game of city playoff be¬ 
tween Convair FW Intra-Plant 
League entry and Euless March 
I. Dept. 24 "Termites" won 
game, 23 to 20. 


2,000 Entries Seen 
For Washer Meet 

A goal of 2,000 participants has 
been set for the 1949 washer 
pitching tournament at Convair 
FW, with the deadline for entries 
Monday, March 21. A trophy will 
be awarded to both day and 
night shift champions. 

Departmental winners are to be 
selected by elimination within 
each department during rest pe¬ 
riod and lunch hour matches. 
Deadline for certification of de¬ 
partmental winners to Budge Lee, 
washer commissioner, is April 11. 


Golf Sweeps Set 
For Mar. 19 at FW 

Golf will get under way at 
Convair FW this month with a 
plant-wide sweepstakes tourna¬ 
ment set for March 19 at Ridge- 
lea golf course, reports Commis¬ 
sioner F. F. Gignilliat. 

Any Convair FW, SD, or Air 
Force employee now working at 
the plant may enter the tourna¬ 
ment by registering between 8 
and 8:30 a.m. at the golf course 
the morning of the tournament. 
Play will start as soon as regis¬ 
tration is completed. Entry fee 
will be $1 and the usual green 
fee to be paid by each player. 
Entry fees plus a $50 award 
from the Employee Services sec¬ 
tion will make up the sweep- 
stakes prizes. 

Twenty Convair FW top golf¬ 
ers have been appointed team 
captains. They are. J. I. Pratt 
(4), A. D. Thelen, C. H. Stanley, 
F. Hopton-Jones (6), Paul Ondo, 
F. W. Sloan, J. F. Ringo (8), J. 
H. DeWees (9), J. W. Doggett, 
J. T. Tyler, L. H. Armstrong 
(20), J. J. Minton (22), A. J. 
Baskin Jr., C. H. Wilson (24), 
C. J. Low (30), A. B. Calhoun, 
R. Clark (44), D. M. Hudson 
(50), J. B. Bradley Jr. (81), F. 
F. Foster (82). 

Immediately preceding the 
tournament, names of all en¬ 
trants will be drawn by the team 
captains until four-men teams 
are completed. 


FW Model Airplane 
Club Sets Election 

The Convair FW Model Airplane Club 
will elect officers at a second meeting 
to be held at 9 a.m. March 19 at Ed 
Alexander’s Hobby House, 313-B Main 
St., reports Leighton Webb, commis¬ 
sioner. 

Twelve model plane fans attended the 
first meeting March 3 and discussed 
future organization plans. At the March 
19 meeting, a club name, colors, and 
emblem will be discussed. The Saturday 
morning date was chosen so that sec¬ 
ond and third shift workers may attend 
the meeting. Membership is still open 
to Convair workers. The third meeting 
will be held March 26 at the same time 
and location. For further information 
contact Webb at Ext. 5141. 


Carswell Quintet Proves Downfall For 
Two Convair FW Basketball Teams 




SERVING IT UP—If body English and the way you hold your 
mouth helps, C. J. Hall had just served a sizzler when this shot was 
made. Occasion was first tennis practice of 1949 at Convair FW. 


Convair FW’s Bombers, Indus¬ 
trial League champions, and the 
“Tooling Termites,” the Intra¬ 
plant League’s entry, both suf¬ 
fered defeat at the hands of the 
same opponent in the annual City 
Basketball League playoffs early 
this month. Both went down be¬ 
fore the unmerciful Carswell Air 
Force Base quintet. 

The Bombers were defeated by 
the Carswell squad, 58 to 50, on 
March 1, but Bomber Manager 
Ed Tucknies commented “With a 
season’s record of only three 
losses in 84 games, we were more 
than satisfied.” The Bombers also 
were named winner of the Euless, 
Tex., tournament Feb. 26. 

The “Tooling Termites” were 


stopped in the City League finals 
by Carswell in a 50 to 33 defeat. 
On March 5 the “Termites” de¬ 
feated the night shift champions, 
Dept. 31, by a 30 to 28 score. 

The season may not be over 
yet for the “Termites.” After 
being named the Intra-plant 
League entry and representing 
the league in the city playoffs, it 
has been decided that a playoff 
game should match the “Ter¬ 
mites” and Dept. 47, who tied for 
second-half honors. If Dept. 47 
should win the second-half play¬ 
off, they would be matched again 
with the “Termites,” first-half 
winners, for the plant champion¬ 
ship. The second-half playoff was 
scheduled for March 14. 











































March 16, 1949 


CONVAIRIETY 


Page 7 





FIRST HORSESHOE —E. S. 
Crosier, Convair FW Employee 
Services supervisor, pitches first 
horseshoe inaugurating plant¬ 
wide tournament scheduled to 
get under way at Ft. Worth 
soon. 


Like to Fish? Then 
Sound Off So Boats 
Can Be Arranged 

A call for deep sea fishermen 
of Convair SD to “make their 
wishes known” was issued this 
week by E. D. Robinson, hunt¬ 
ing and fishing commissioner. 

“How many times a month do 
you want to fish?” 

“Do you want to fish Satur¬ 
days, Sundays or both?” 

“We need to know so we can 
line up the boats,” Robinson said, 
in urging that all interested get 
in touch with one of the follow¬ 
ing hunting and fishing repre¬ 
sentatives throughout the plant, 
listed with their departments and 
phone extensions: 

Department Name Extension 

Fisher ......-1046 

Floyd, B. 669 

Lowry, R. 684 

Morgan, W. H. 879 

Coole, B. 1111 

Wainwright, J. L.411 

Conners, J. ... 620 

Blain, E.... 295 

Constantino, A.. 281 

Kinneschtki . 724 

Washington, K. 544 

Davis, R. A. 654 

Gibson, L. M. 429 

Bryson, D.... 681 

Nipper, F. 681 

Haggata, L.... 1022 

Sellars, W. J. 624 

Lane, W. 515 

Budz, F. . 891 

Eggert, I. V.1138 

Sanford ...1012 

Campbell, W. F. 601 

Allieon, T._. 481 

Farnsworth, C. C. 384 


Not to be outdone by Convair 
SD, lunch-time sports enthusiasts 
in every department at Convair 
FW soon will have horseshoe¬ 
pitching equipment, according to 
E. G. Crosier, Employee Services 
supervisor. 

Then, as soon as a horseshoe 
commissioner is appointed, plans 
will be made for a plant-wide 
tournament—and after a winner 
is determined, they may chal¬ 
lenge San Diego pitchers! 

Any horseshoe enthusiast who 
might like to assist in the lunch¬ 
time sport is invited to contact 
Crosier in the Employee Services 
section, Ext. 4250. Departments 
interested in participating are 
asked to designate one employee 
to be responsible for the equip¬ 
ment. 


6 

6 

6 

8 

23 

24 

25 
31 
31 
31 

120 

200 

210 

210 

222 

240 

245 

250 

300 

330 

340 

401 

Bldg. 19 


FISHING COMMITTEES 

Committeemen at Convair SD 
to assist in arranging fishing 
parties were named this week by 
Commissioner E. D. Robinson. 
They are: Boat Committee: F. 
Nipper, W. Lane, F. Budz, B. 
Coole. Yellowtail Derby: C. 
Fisher, T. Allison, R. A. Davis. 
Monthly Awards: A. Constantino, 
W. Sellers, D. Bryson. 


p.m. 


April 2 Set For 
Bowling Contest 

April 2 (Saturday) at 2 
P.S.T. has been decided on for 
the telegraphic bowling match 
between top keglers of SD and 
FW. SD players will compete at 
Tower Bowl. Efforts are under 
way, with FCC approval, to con¬ 
duct the match by amateur radio, 
rather than telegraph. 


FW Bowlers Take 
Third in Tourney 

Convair FW bowlers copped 
third place in Class B competition 
at the 22nd Annual Southwest 
Bowling Association tournament 
held in Dallas in February. 

The combined score of the Con¬ 
vair five was 2677, with indi¬ 
vidual tallies as follows: W. Hen¬ 
derson, 514; A. Baskin, 489; J 
Portwood, 573; V. Gallagher, 
526; and J. Harpstrite, 575. 

Teamed in doubles competition 
were Portwood and C. Murdock, 
placing ninth with a score of 
1119; Baskin and Harpstrite; 
Henderson and Franklin. 

In singles competition, Port- 
wood placed sixth with 619 
points, and Baskin tenth with 601 
points. Henderson scored 564. 

Scoring in all-events competi¬ 
tion were Portwood with 1785; 
Baskin, 1605; and Henderson, 
1685. 


SD Bowling 


825 SCRATCH 


Two Tie For Lead 
In Safety Contest 

Experimental SD and 240 Ma¬ 
jor and Primary Assembly fin¬ 
ished February in a dead heat 
for first place in the monthly 
Convair SD safety standing. Both 
scored perfect records for the 
month with injury index rates 
of zero. 


Name 

Prod. Control .. 


W. 

L. 

SM 

Version Proofing .... 
Contracts _ 


38 

A Q 

240 Fuselage . 




Machine Shop 



*D 

to 

Wind Tunnel ... 



04 

ro 

Wood Shop . 



Do 

KG 

Mech. Maint. ... 



oy 

60 

xt HANDICAP 

Name 

W. 

L. 

QQ 

Furnishings .... 



Flight Test . 



oo 

An 

Experimental 



4U 

An 

Misfit Jrs. ... 



4U 
A 9 

Topplers . 



4£ 
A A 

Engineering . 

Contracts . 

.-. 


44 

47 

A 0 

Railbirds . 



4y 

60 

ri 

Sad Sacks . 



Accounting _ 


47 

01 

57 

KQ 

Plaster Term. ... 



Five Aces .... 


44 

oy 

60 

Cl 

Trouble Shoot ... 



Hot Shots . 


4? 

o± 

62 

63 

Convair Lines 


41 

Prim. Assy. 


.* 35 

800 

Name 

SCRATCH 

W. 

oy 

L. 

97 

Inspection . 


Handicapers . 



£ i 
oo 

Exp. No. 1 . 


. 57 

oo 

89 

Machine Shop 



44 

A A 

Welding _ 



Electric Bench . 


59 

44 

67 

69 

76 

Engineering . 


37 

Port Wingers ... 



850 

SCRATCH 



Name 

W. 

L. 

Misfits . 


58 

88 

AO 

Convair Liner .... 



Engineering No. 

2 . 

53 

*kLi 

43 

46 

48 

49 

Tool Planning .... 


51 

Engineering No. 

1 . 


Exp. No. 31 



Tool Loft __ 


45 

51 

68 

Exp. No. 117 .... 




FW Bowling 

1 9 JW Bowling results as of March 9 . 

ENGINEERING LEAGUE 
Team W. L. 

Howeth’s Texaco ._. 52 32 

Hedgehoppers .„. "52 32 

Wing Dings .~ 52 32 

Hardheads —. 43 35 

Atomizers —.1 43 36 

Saucer Tossers _ 47 37 

Stinco Cinco . 47 

Gourd Tossers . 43 


Trouble Shooters . 43 

Z-ions .......” 42 

Digger O’Dells ........” 38 

Drag Counts . 37 

Trojans —...’ 36 

Brewmasters . 33 

Snail Pacers . 32 

Mis^Guided Missiles .22 


THEY WEAR THE CROWNS And their heads may not "rest easy" this week, for there will be 
scores or^C^onvair SD bowlers "gunning" for them 10 days from now in annual plant championships. 
Paul DiGiulio, top right, is 1948 singles champ who will defend his title March 27. At top left are 
J. D. Hayman and Mike Brooks, last year's doubles champs, who also will defend their laurels. At 
bottom is Machine Shop team, winners of 1948 team title. Left to right: William Sileneck, Walter 
Herchold, Ralph Weide, (captain), Bob Lolli and Owen Nunmaker. Lineup will be same this year ex¬ 
cept that Al Reiter, 1948 All Events champ, will replace Sileneck. 

SD Bowlins Champions to Defend Titles 
In Plant Tournament March 26 - 27 

Approximately 400 of Convair SD’s top bowlers will 
compete March 26 and 27 at Pacific Recreation in the an¬ 
nual plant bowling championship. 

Team play will start at 12:30 p.m. March 26 and extend 
into the evening. Doubles and singles play starts at 10 
a.m. March 27, also lasting into 


the evening. All defending cham 
pions will be in competition to 
defend their titles: 1948 singles 
winner Paul DiGiulio (Dept. 24); 
1948 doubles champions Mike 
Brooks and James Hayman (B- 
50 Nose and Field Operations); 
and Machine Shop, the 1948 team 
champions. The Machine Shop 
lineup will be the same as last 
year, except that Al Reiter, cur¬ 
rent holder of the All Events 
title, will replace William Sile¬ 
neck. Others are: Walter Her¬ 
chold, Ralph Weide (captain), 
Bob Lolli and Owen Nunmaker. 

Convair Recreation Associa¬ 
tion trophies will be awarded 


Boucher In Front 
In Pistol Shoot 

Earl Boucher (Dept. 406 SD) 
piled up 315 points at the Convair 
SD Pistol Club matches March 6 
to take first place. He fired a 259 
total to his 56 handicap. Second 
was Howard Heidmann (Dept. 
340) with a 263-48 for a 311 
total. E. Caldwell (Dept. 27) was 
third with 262-44 for 306. O. C. 
Banks (Dept. 31) had the best 
scratch score of 272. 


to scratch singles, doubles and 
team play winners. Medals 
await those who place first, 


SWAPPING CAPS — Cedric 
Durst, formerly of Plant Protec¬ 
tion SD, doffs his guard's cap 
for a form of headgear more suit¬ 
able to his new post—manager 
of Omaha Cardinals ball club in 
the Western League. 


second and third in the handi¬ 
cap singles, doubles and team 
play. 

Bowling Commissioner Brooks 
expected entry of 40 five-man 
teams with approximately 200 
doubles teams and 400 players 
in the individual matches. 

Reiter, last year’s All Events 
champ, was expected to give Di¬ 
Giulio close competition for the 
singles crown this year, though 
the latter, who has been averag¬ 
ing around 179, is bowling better 
this year than last. Hayman and 
Brooks also are expected to give 
a good account of themselves. 
The former has shown considera¬ 
ble improvement since their last 
competition. 


Golfers to Compete 
This Week-end 

Convair SD’s monthly golf 
sweepstakes will be March 19 
and 20 over La Mesa Golf Club 
links with appropriate prizes 
awaiting winners in handicap 
divisions 0-14, 15-20 and 21 and 
up. This month it will be an 18- 
hole medal event and play can 
be on either of the two days. 
Starting times reserved for Con¬ 
vair on Saturday will be 7 to 
8 a.m. and 7:30 to 8 a.m. 
Sunday. 


on 


Look Out San Diego! 
FW Organizing Own 
Horseshoe Pitchers 
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Doolittle Visits 
Convair SD f Praises 
B-36 As U.S. 'Best 1 

Convair’s B-36 was described 
last week by Lt. Gen. “Jimmy” 
Doolittle as the “best plane in 
the world for delivery of the 
atom bomb.” 

The general, now retired and 
a vice-president of Shell Oil Co., 
visited Convair SD last week for 
conferences with LaMotte T. 
Cohu, president, and was taken 
on a plant tour by Emmett A. 
McCabe, director of Public Rela¬ 
tions and W. C. Rockefeller, as¬ 
sistant to Convair’s board chair¬ 
man. 

“Range is the No. 1 factor in 
the value of a heavy bomber,” 
the hero of the Tokyo raid of 
seven years ago declared. “The 
B-36 can go farther non-stop 
than any other bomber we have. 
Speed and altitude are next in 
importance. The faster and 
higher a plane can travel, the 
more chance it has of accom¬ 
plishing its mission and return¬ 
ing. 

“Although the B-36 isn’t our 
fastest bomber, it is the best 
compromise in all three qualities. 
Recent experiments have shown 
that even our best and fastest jet 
fighters had difficulty in inter¬ 
cepting the B-36.” 

Nickname 'Sparky' 

Clings to Sebold 

(Continued from page 1) 
of a four-engine navy patrol 
bomber built by Convair. 

Later he served as chief proj¬ 
ect engineer in the early stages 
of the B-32 Dominator when that 
World War II bomber was put 
under way at San Diego. 

When engineering operations 
first got under way at Convair 
FW in 1942 for the production 
of Convair’s B-24 bombers and 
B-32 Dominators, he was trans¬ 
ferred there as chief engineer. 
He headed the Convair FW de¬ 
partment until appointed to his 
new corporation post. 

On all Convair planes, Sebold 
says, the first step is to establish 
the purpose of the aircraft. 
Then, with this in mind, all engi¬ 
neering design must be aimed 
toward a production airplane in 
corporating maximum structural 
and aerodynamic efficiency with 
a minimum of weight. 

“Convair’s success in that aim 
is especially noteworthy in our 
B-36,” he says. 

Sebold lives with his wife, son 
Sandy, 17, and daughter Carol 
10, in Ft. Worth. 

Convair reached its war-time 
employment peak in 1943, with 
more than 100,000 men and worn 
en employed in 13 divisions. 


SIGNS OF SPRING—This scene presents a striking contrast to 
snow and ice that plagued Ft. Worth a few weeks ago. Above, 
two FW lovelies meet in park for a chat and enjoyment of Spring 
air. In car is Marguerite Stephens (Accounting, 9) and on bicycle 
is Betty Savage (Plant Engineering, 25). 


Convair SD Business In 
Spares Shows Increase 

With more than 130 Convair-Liners now in airline 
service, Convair SD’s business in spares has shown a 
steady increase. New orders now average about $375,000 
a month. 

“We have a backlog of about a million and a half 

dollars in orders at present,” J. 


J. Alkazin, manager of Contracts 
for the SD Division, reported. 
Dan Whitworth, supervisor of 
Part Sales, added: 

“November and December 
new business averaged $360,000 
and in February we delivered 
$375,000 worth. Prospects are 
good that this level will con¬ 
tinue and probably increase as 
more planes are filying.” 

Spares involve everything im¬ 
aginable from rivets to wing sec- 


Iced Rivets 

The trip to Iceland was a 
chilly one for one box of 
rivets, slated for repair of a 
TAA Convair-Liner. The rivets 
were packed in dry ice! This 
was necessary to stabilize the 
metal after heat treat, for 
there are no heat treat facili¬ 
ties at the Iceland field. 


tions and include roughly 12,000 
separate items. 

Biggest single order — which 
was completed early this month 
in remarkable time due to hard 
work on the part of several dif¬ 
ferent departments—was to make 
parts to repair a TAA plane, 
damaged while landing at Ice- 


Peace Themes Dominate Suggestions For 
Names For Ft. Worth's Great Bomber 

Next most popular title at San 
Diego was “Condor,” suggested 
by eight individuals, followed by 


land. The order involved 900 sep¬ 
arate items, including outer wing 
panel, ailerons, flaps. 

“Preparation and delivery of 
this shipment in a compara¬ 
tively brief length of time is 
a good example of what can 
be done with timing and close 
teamwork,” Ernest Wenig- 
mann, SD Division manager, 
commented. “All departments 
concerned deserve a ‘well 
done’.” 

“Fully three fourths of the 
order was turned out in two 
weeks time,” G. A. (Terry) 
Johnston, superintendent of Pro¬ 
duction Control, reported. 

As the spares were turned out, 
Shipping Dept, crated or built 
cradles and stands. Even loading 
was a major operation, performed 
by Convair crews. The spares 
were put aboard a Flying Tiger 
DC-4 March 2 and the plane left 
the following day with Tom 
Savige, TAA representative, and 
Clarence Gerber, Convair Engi¬ 
neering representative, aboard. 
It arrived March 6. Gerber will 
remain in Iceland to supervise 
repair of the Liner which is ex¬ 
pected by June 15. 

“This kind of service keeps 
customers and brings them 
back for more,” Wenigmann 
commented. “Satisfied custom¬ 
ers are the best advertising 
possible.” 


(Continued from page 1) 
Hindu mythology came to the 

aid of William J. Reilly, (6-4), 
and R. S. Hiestand, (50), among 
those submitting the name “Ga- 
ruda,” a mythical half giant-half 
eagle. 

“The monarch of the Texas 
plains, the ‘Longhorn,’ could 
easily be the monarch of the 

skies,” wrote A1 Meadows II, 

(9-1). “Texas” and “Texan” were 
also popular names from natives 
of the Lone Star state. 

George L. Potter, (47), a mem¬ 
ber of the Osage Indian tribe, 
would name the B-36 “Eagle 
Chief” translated from the Osage 
“Hlu-ah Ki-he-kah” in honor of 
Maj. Gen. Clarence Tinker, Osage 
Indian killed in action in the 

Pacific December, 1941. 

A combination of initials pro¬ 
ducer “Sarg” for J. R. Mathis, 
(82), “S” for size, “A” for alti¬ 
tude, “R” for range, and “G” 
for guardian. 

Representing the thousands of 
Convair workers who not only 
help produce, but have faith in 
the big ship, was J. D. Campbell, 
(44). “Let’s call it ‘Sirius’,” he 
wrote, “Because our B-36 is the 
brightest star in the sky today.” 


“Crusader” which was mentioned 
by five. Sketches accompanied 
many of the names while lengthy 
explanations were attached to 
others, such as “The Big Stick’ 
which was described as “fitting 
the shape of a B-36 and standing 
for Teddy Roosevelt’s words: 
‘Talk softly, carry a Big Stick, 
you’ll get far!’” 

Another California entry was 
for “Roc” which was accompanied 
by a sketch of that ferocious 
bird of the Arabian Nights. Still 
another was “Nemesis” which 
was explained as having been the 
name of a Greek goddess who 
personified retributive justice 
unavoidable, inevitable. 

Lists of all entries have been 
in the hands of judges for some 
time and selection of winners 
probably will be completed by 
the time this issue of CON¬ 
VAIRIETY is on the stands. 
However, some time will be re¬ 
quired to check them for copy¬ 
right and official announce¬ 
ment of winners is set for 
March 30 CONVAIRIETY. 


Acme Beer Wins 
First In FW's 
Commercial League 

Acme Beer bowlers earned 
first place in Consolidated FW 
Commercial League play with a 
record of 71 wins and 33 losses 
in tournament play which closed 
March 9. F.I.T.U. placed second 
and the Convair namesake team 
third. The three winning teams 
are all made up of Convair FW 
players, two of them sponsored 
by other organizations and the 
third by Convair itself. 

Four individual Convair bowl¬ 
ers also won sweepstakes prizes. 
Winning second in sweepstakes 
competition was G. E. Callison, 
(82), with a score of 634. Fourth, 
W. A. McKibben, (24-8), with 
621 points. Fifth, A1 Klawitter, 
(31), with a 618 tally. And sixth, 
W. N. Liddle, (11-4), with a 
score of 616. 

Bowling for Acme Beer were: 

E. C. Walters, captain, (24-8), 
A. Baskin, (24-1), V. H. Gal¬ 
lagher, (44), Sam Elliston, (27), 
and J. Breitenstein, (82). 

F.I.T.U. bowlers were: J. E. 
Massie, captain, M. F. Pound, E. 
M. Taylor, (24), M. V. Fry, 
(27-5), and M. Breitenstein, (47). 

Members of the Convair team 
were: W. N. Liddle, captain, (11), 
C. M. Clark, H. T. Feldhausen, 
(6), F. Prinz, (4), Roy Coyken- 
dall, (22), and H. Starkey, (24-8). 

All bowlers interested in taking 
part in the sport next fall are 
asked to submit their names to 
the Employee Services Section 
now, (ext. 5141), so that organi¬ 
zation plans may get under way. 

Final 1949 standings of the Consoli- 
rN+f'd Commercial League are: 

TEAM W. L. 

Acme Beer . 71 3? 

F. I.T.U. 61 

Convair ..-. 58 

Atomics . 57 

Tallant Service . 55 

Scarborough Used Cars . 54 

Rockets . 52 

Liberator Druv .-. 50 


NEW DAYTON MANAGER 
—Grant D. Christensen is the 
new Convair manager at the 
Dayton, Ohio office. Christenser 
was Convair FW assistant chie, 
division engineer. 


Banner Used Cars 
Louie’s Laundry 


. 50 

. 50 

Big State Coin Machine .— 46 

Livonia Bellah —. 45 

Lilly’s Cleaners . 40 

Park’s Paint & Body Works .... 39 


Photo Competition 
Open To All FW 

The Convair FW Camera Club 
will sponsor a plant-wide pho¬ 
tography contest open to all Con¬ 
vair FW camera fans, with prizes 
to be awarded on May 21. Entries 
must be within the subject “Gen¬ 
eral Photography in the Spring.” 

A complete set of contest rules 
may be obtained by contacting 
the club chairman, L. S. Orrick 
at Ext. 2100. 

The next meeting will be held 
at 8 p.m. March 21, at 2700 
West Lancaster. 


General Wolfe 
Inspects Plant 

(Continued from page 1) 

Field Office, all aboard, the gen¬ 
eral climbed into the plane and 
decided to use it for a brief fkgl t 
to inspect AF work at Grand 
Prairie, 28 miles from the Con¬ 
vair plant. 

General Wolfe pulled the Liner 
off the runway quickly and put 
the sleek plane into a steep climb. 
During the flight he put the 
Liner through its paces in sharp 
vertical banks and other maneu¬ 
vers. 

On his first day the general 
toured almost every FW depart¬ 
ment with Ryan and Dillon. He 
spent the second day in confer¬ 
ence with Cohu, Sebold, Ryan 
and Dillon and also lunched with 
department heads. 

In the same period, Brig. Gen. 
Norris B. Harbold, Inspector 
General of the AMC conferred 
at Carswell Air Force base with 
Eighth Air Force commander, 
Maj. Gen. Roger M. Ramey, 
and at the FW plant. 

General Wolfe was accom¬ 
panied by two civilian advisers: 
Russell Burns, member of the 
AMC Procurement Committee, 
and Bruce Payne, civilian indus¬ 
trial engineering consultant. The 
general’s famous plane, the B-17 
“Arkansas Traveler,” landed on 
the field just as representatives 
of ten companies were demon¬ 
strating the abilities of their 
tractors and other towing equip¬ 
ment by pulling the 139 tons of 
a B-36 around the Convair ramp. 


FW Foremen Announce Committee Chairmen 


Committee chairmen for 1949 for the 
Convair FW Foremen’s Club were an¬ 
nounced recently by President Sam E. 
Keith Jr. They are: Reception, Ike 
Pemberton; parliamentarian, D. C. Mc- 
Dougal Jr.; club service, E. G. Crosier; 
sgt.-at-arms, R. V. Courtney, chairman, 
C. B. McWilliams, co-chairman ; finance, 
R. W. Harwell; historian, G. N. Nesbitt; 


public relations, Bob Vollmer; club prop¬ 
erty, Frank Williams; awards, Finn 
Wahl; special events, Brad Calhoun, 
chairman, Dick Lilly, co-chairman ; civic 
service, C. B. Llewellyn ; education, J. 
Y. McClure; ticket sales, P. L. Wise: 
program, L. L. Turner; membership, C. 
C. Kelley; constitution, Pemberton, 
chairman, C. H. Mapp, C. F. Hutchin¬ 
son, members. 


Three FW Engineers 
Receive Prcmofions 

(Continued from page 1) 
manufacture ceased in 1932, he 
came to parent Consolidated Air¬ 
craft Co., then located at Buf¬ 
falo, N. Y. He transferred to 
San Diego in 1935 and to Ft. 
Worth in 1942, where he became 
chief project engineer of B-36 
type aircraft when they were 
still largely on drawing boards. 
He is a native of Detroit, Mich., 
and a graduate of the University 
of Michigan. 

Schwarz first worked in 1935 
at Convair SD as a stress analy- 
ist. In 1942, he transferred to 
Convair FW as a group engineer, 
and successively became assistant 
project engineer, chief drafts¬ 
man, and chief group engineer. 
He is a native of Mt. Vernon, 
Wash., and a graduate of Oregon 
State with a degree in aeronau¬ 
tical engineering. In addition, he 
also took special aeronautical 
training in blind flying, then in 
the experimental stage, and was 
among the few flyers to learn to 
fly “blind” before he could fly in 
more orthodox fashion. 


NOTRE DAME OFFICIALS AT FW—Pictured beside a B-36 
during Feb. 24 tour of Convair FW are left to right, J. Arthur Haley, 
director of public relations, University of Notre Dame; J. M. Haggar, 
Dallas; Rev. John J. Cavanaugh, president of Notre Dame; George 
W. Strake, Houston; and E. R. Haggar, president of Dallas Notre 
Dame Club. Rev. Cavanaugh addressed Notre Dame alumni ban¬ 
quets in both Ft. Worth and Dallas. 



























































It s Swing Your Pony as Well as Your Partner as FW Dances in Saddle 



GRAB A HORSE AND LET'S DANCE—It couldn't happen anywhere else but who do their square dancing on horseback, complete with fiddles and dance 

in Texas. This is "Cowtown Quadrille" made up chiefly of Convair FW people, callers. Center shows group lined up for bow and outer pictures show rout ines. 
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FW Takes To 
Square Dance 


On Horseback 


Tuttle Now Heads Major Assembly 
As Harwell Goes to New Position 


He succeeds J. E. Harwell, who 
will be given a new assignment 
at the same level. 

Tuttle, who expects to receive 
his Convair 15-year pin within 
the next few weeks, has a com¬ 
pany history dating back to 1934, 
when he well remembers flying 
with the late Gerald F. Vultee in 
an open cockpit biplane. Tuttle’s 
first aircraft job was riveting on 
the wing of the V-l-A transport, 
a 10-place, all-metal, single motor 
ship. 

He was in charge of Experi¬ 
mental Tooling when the BC-54 
was designed, built and flown in 
only 88 days. The craft was a 
forerunner of the BT-13 trainer 
used during the war. 

After serving as jig designer, 
assistant chief tool engineer, 
foreman and assistant superin¬ 
tendent, Tuttle transferred to Ft. 
Worth in 1944 as tool project 
engineer on the XB-36 project, 
and later became superintendent 
of Tooling during the days when 
the division was building World 
War II craft, B-24 Liberators and 
B-32 Dominators by the thou¬ 
sands. 

Upon completion of tooling on 
the XB-36, Tuttle transferred to 
manufacturing in Dept. 43 as a 
foreman, and subsequently served 
in Dept. 44 and Dept. 50, Final 
Assembly, before becoming gen¬ 
eral foreman in 1948. 

With his wife Edith, and his 
10-year-old son Gerry, Tuttle 
lives at 2021 Carleton. He is a 
native of New York City, but 
lived in the Los Angeles area 
about 19 years, attending Holly¬ 
wood High and Los Angeles Jun¬ 
ior College, where he studied 
aeronautical engineering. 


The fiddles fiddle—the caller 
calls—and the square dancers 
square dance. But on horses 
yet! 

You might know that if such 
a thing were to happen anywhere 
in the world, it’d be in Texas— 
and in Ft. Worth, where two of 
the most popular pastimes are 
square dancing and riding cow 
ponies. 

But it remained for a group of 
Convair “Sunday Cowboys” to 
put the two together and come 
up with square dancing cow 
ponies. 

Now every Sunday they can be 
found at one arena or another 
practicing their mounted square 
dancing in preparation for a 
busy season of exhibiting their 
skills at the rodeos in and around 
Ft. Worth. 

(Continued on page 8) 


NEW SUPERINTENDENT—L. 
L. Tuttle, new superintendent of 
Major Assembly departments at 
j FW, succeeds J. E. Harwell who 
I becomes head of new project. 


DRESSING THE PART — In 
top photo, Mr. and Mrs. W. P. 
Woods (Tool Room and Fixtures, 
81) give closeup of what well- 
dressed horseback square dancers 
wear, while in lower picture Mr. 
and Mrs. C. D. Gray (also 81) 
pose as color bearers. Both cou¬ 
ples wear matching costumes 
and ride matching ponies. 


The appointment of L. L. Tut¬ 
tle as superintendent of Major 
Assembly departments was an¬ 
nounced at Convair FW last week 
by C. H. White, factory manager. 

Tuttle, formerly general fore¬ 
man of Bomb Bay (Dept. 43), 
now will be superintendent re¬ 
sponsible for that department and 
Nose and Tail (Dept. 44), Wing 
Structure (Dept. 45), and Mating 
and Wing Completion (Dept. 46). 


XC-99 Appraised as Able to Set 
30 World Records for Land Planes 


The Convair XC-99 cargo- 
transport in setting a new un¬ 
official world record by carrying 
a 100,000-pound payload estab¬ 
lished performance data indicat¬ 
ing that it also could set at least 
30 world records for land planes, 
according to the National Aero¬ 
nautic Association, Washington, 
D. C. 

This statement was made by 
C. S. Logsdon, director of the 
NAA contest division which over¬ 
sees flights made to set official 
records, in a letter to Convair. 

The 100,000-pound record could 
have been made an official one 
if the flight had been carried out 
under the rules and regulations 
of the NAA contest division. The 
flight, however, was merely a 
part of the required flight test¬ 
ing program for the plane, ac¬ 
cording to B. A. Erickson, chief 
of flight. Erickson and Francis 
Keen were at the controls on 
the flight. 

It is interesting to note that 
the official world record for 
weight lifting by plane is held 


by the Air Force, and that the 
pilot on the flight is an officer 
who is a familiar figure at Con¬ 
vair FW—Col. Beverly H. War¬ 
ren, chief of the Ft. Worth AF 
procurement field office, who has 
his offices in the FW plant. 

Warren set the official record 
of a 33,435-pound payload from 
the island of Guam in the fall 
of 1945 just after the capitulation 
of the Japanese. The colonel is 
still chief of the office at Ft. 
Worth, but is temporarily as¬ 
signed to duty at the Harvard 
graduate school of Business Ad¬ 
ministration. 

The letter from the NAA 
says that “it appears” that the 
XC-99 could establish about 30 
other records, including speed for 
3,107 miles in a closed circuit 
carrying a payload of 11,023 
pounds, and 22 other records for 
carrying various payloads over 
various distances. 

In addition, he cited seven alti¬ 
tude records for various payloads 
which the XC-99 also could estab¬ 
lish. 


Flight Test Program 
For FW Streamlined 


Special attention designed to assist the Air Force in 
making the most effective use of Convair B-36s and a 
more closely co-ordinated flight testing program at Con¬ 
vair FW are expected to result from personnel shifts an¬ 
nounced last week by Ray O. Ryan, FW Division manager. 


B. A. Erickson was appointed 
chief of Flight, and Gus Green 
was named chief of Service. 
Erickson formerly was in charge 
of test flights for engineering 
purposes, while Green headed test 
flights of production aircraft. 

In his new assignment, Erick¬ 
son will be in charge of all test 
flying and will report to the divi¬ 
sion manager. Erickson and 
Green were pilots on the first 
flight of the XB-36, and Erickson 
also was one of the pilots on the 
first flight of the XC-99. 

In the newly created post of 
chief of Service, Green will be 
responsible for Convair field 
representatives sent to AF 
bases where B-36s are sta¬ 
tioned, liaison in the field be¬ 
tween the AF and Convair, con¬ 
tacts between Convair and the 
AF in all matters involving 
flight operations of B-36s, and 
service engineering functions 
in the preparation of technical 
material to assist the AF in the 



1 


CHIEF OF SERVICE — Gus 
Green, formerly manager of 
Flight (12), in April became chief 
of Service reporting to J. W. 
Larson, chief engineer at Convair 
FW. Green has been at Convair 
FW since 1943, and had headed 
the flight department since 1944. 
In those years he put scores of 
B-24s, B-32s and B-36s through 
their paces. 



CHIEF OF FLIGHT —B. A. 
Erickson, formerly chief of Engi¬ 
neering Test Flight (6-8), has 
been named chief of Flight at 
Convair FW, and will be respon¬ 
sible for testing both engineering 
and production aircraft. 

operation and maintenance of 
B-36s. 

Erickson joined Convair in 1941 
and helped pioneer many aircraft 
developments, including jet-as¬ 
sisted takeoffs for large aircraft. 
Interspersed with his test flying 
during the war was a year spent 
as pilot for Convair’s trans-Pa- 
cific airline, Consairway, oper¬ 
ated for the Air Transport Com¬ 
mand. 

Green’s first-hand experience 
in flying B-36s, as well as his 
wide acquaintance in Air Force 
circles and the aviation industry, 
will be especially valuable in his 
new post, according to J. W. Lar¬ 
son, division chief engineer. 

Green’s experience as a pilot 
dates back to his high school 
days, and in 1928 he flew the 
mails for a firm which obtained 
the first air mail contract in his¬ 
tory in Texas. 


BIRON AT CONFERENCE 

Convair was represented by 
R. H. Biron, vice-president, at 
the second annual Community In¬ 
dustrial Relations Conference, 
sponsored by SD city schools, 
held May 4 at Imig Manor. 
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Nearly 5,000 Give 
In Red Cross Drive 

Convair SD’s recent Red Cross 
campaign netted a total of $9,- 
422.57, final figures showed this 
week. 


Published every other Wednesday by Convair's Industrial Relations Department, 
Employee Activities Section, Eldon Frye, manager; Logan Jenkins, editor. Con- 
vairiety has three objectives: 

1. To help make Convair the best aircraft manufacturing company in the business. 

2. To help make Convair the best place to work in the business. 

3. To help make Convair personnel the best informed in the business. 

Editorial offices, San Diego, building No. 7, Ext. 1071, 1072, Jeanne Dodds, 
women’s editor. Ft. Worth editorial offices. Industrial Relations department. Ext. 
5269, Bob Yollmer, editor, Jean Goggans, women’s editor. 

Staff photographers: Otto Menge, Warren Kemmer and T. W. Fitch, San Diego; 
Fred Carlile, C. P. Connally, Harold F. Dry, R. E. Slawson, Ft. Worth. 



“Congratulations! This repre¬ 
sents donations from nearly 5,- 
000 employees,” Ernest Wenig- 
mann, division manager, reported. 
“The local Red Cross authorities 
are extremely grateful for this 
fine showing. It is a reflection 
of real generosity and deserves 
commendation. I am informed 
that our record compares favor¬ 
ably on a per capita basis with 
that of any other concern in the 
area and was the best of the 
large companies.” 


Promotions 

FT. WORTH 

The following were promoted to or 
within supervision and professional and 
administrative effective April 16: 

Dept. 6, Engineering: C. E. Calvert 
to aerodynamicist B; John Massie to 
department assistant; George T. Noden 
to stress analyst B. 

Dept. 20, Traffic: E. F. Smitherman 
to assistant foreman. 

Dept. 81, Tool Room and Fixtures: 

K. D. Davis to assistant foreman. 

Service Pins 

FT. WORTH 

The following received service pins 
during the period April 15 through April 
30: 

Ten-year pins: W. D. Haley, Dept. 6- 
4; G. Cook, Dept. 73. 

Five-year pins: A. F. Jewell J. B. 
Huggins, Dept. 4; J. M. Thompson Jr., 
Dept. 6; M. W. Cook, Dept 9; V. H. 
Terry, V. L. Rogers, A. C. Johnson, W. 
E. Franz, Dept. 22; E. L. Cannon, 
Dept. 24. 

E. E. McGee, S. G. Wasser, B. C. 
Morris, Dept. 27; E. H. Smith, Dept. 
30; H. Campbell, A. B. Batchelor H. 
Peninger, N. S. Brooks, H. B. Wade, 
J. Turner, Dept. 31; M. L. Cooke, Dept. 
43 ; J. P. Lee, L. B. Dorris, F. Futrell, 

R. L. Shrum, C. L. Buchanan, R. T. 
Anderson, Dept. 44. F. A. Phillips C. 
A. Gustafson, T. Torres, Dept. 45; J. 

L. Bridges, R. W. Smith, T. A. Petty, 
H. C. Boen, Dept. 46; R. E. Curry, E. 
H. Ketcham, M. W. Parish, T. Carter, 
E. C. Johnson, S. C. Spears, J. D. 
Paris, C. D. Lambert, J. D. Hooton, T. 
H. Brown, Dept. 50; F. L. V. James, 
L. E. Griffin, C. E. Ayler, Dept. 61. 

E. W. Wicker, O. O. Lovell, L. E. 
Wright, Dept. 73 ; L. L. Mosman, Dept. 
81. 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins 
during the period April 26 to May 9: 

Fifteen-year pin: Paul DiGiulio, Dept. 
24. 

Ten-year pins: J. B. Eldridge, S. G. F. 
Hass, Jr., A. R. Lambert, R. L. Phil- 
lippi, Dept. 6; Romie Barbat, Dept. 8; 
G. A. DeMarino, P. W. Kessler, Dept. 
25 ; E. V. Laird, Dept. 332. 

Five-year pins: J. H. Hamelet, Dept. 
1-65; Helen Grijalva, A. L. Munzig, 
Dept. 6 ; R. B. Shead, Dept. 22 ; Blanche 
West, Dept. 101; M. L. Barksdale, Dept. 
115; Stephen O’Byrne, Dept. 130 ; J. T. 
Hobbs, Jr., Dept. 230; Eunice Pieper, 
Dept. 250 ; F. C. Silverthorn, Dept. 270 ; 
Blanche Landers, Alice Losey, Dept. 310 ; 
D. C. Geilenfeldt, Roberta Grand, Dept. 
330 ; F. H. Bartz, Dept. 350; Edward 
Zouhar, Dept. 401; D. O. Stephenson, 
Dept. 403. 

Awards 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $205 for the 
period ending April 28: 

J. D. Askew, E. E. James, Dept. 6; 
T. B. Harris, Dept. 8; J. S. Williams, 
Dept. 24-1; J. E. Cook, R. A. Hasten, 
L. O. Lyle, Dept. 27 ; F. S. Hazard, 

F. B. Korczykowski, Dept. 31; J. Friel, 
C. E. Schultz, Dept. 101 ; S. C. Austin, 
W. J. Day, M. M. Goodhart, Dept. 136; 

S. J. Earle, Dept. 222 ; H. J. Hilde¬ 
brand, H. F. Hopkins, H. T. Hoskins, 
Dept. 245 ; D. D. Dorn, Dept. 270 ; L. A. 
Salgado, Dept. 330; P. L. Sobeck, Dept. 



“Other men neglect their wives, 
but I never get a minute to my¬ 
self.” 


SD Store Hours 

Following are store hours at 
Convair SD: 

SAFETY SUPPLY CRIB 
(north end of building 7) open 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. week days. 
Safety shoes and prescription 
glasses sold only from 8:30 to 
10:30 and 3 to 5. 

TOOL STORE (north end of 
building 7), 9 a.m. to 11, 11:30 
to 5:30 p.m. week days. 

EMPLOYEES SALVAGE 
STORE (near gate 5 at north 
end of plant), 3 p.m. to 4:30 
every Tuesday and 3 p.m. to 5:30 
every Thursday. 

Hitchhikers 

SAN DIEGO 

Pearl Ruben desires a ride from her 
home 4041 Gamma Street, or 40th and 
Highland to work, 7:30-3:30, home tele¬ 
phone M. 4-1524. 

FT. WORTH 

B. W. Kahla, Dept. 8-1, desires ride 
to and from work from 3563 Winston 
Rd., 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., home tele¬ 
phone 66-2717. 

Births 

FT. WORTH 

SPINOSA—Daughter, Candice Jane, 6 
lbs. 14 oz., born April 18, to Mr. and 
Mrs. G. R. Spinosa, Dept. 61. 

WALLER—Daughter Peggy Arlene, 6 
lbs. 13 oz., born April 13, to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. L. Waller, Dept. 22-8. 

TAYLOR—Daughter, Martha Karen, 7 
lbs. 8 oz., born Feb. 10, to Mr. and 
Mrs. J. P. Taylor, Dept. 61. 

STILLWELL — Daughter, Marjorie 
Leona, 7 lbs. 3 oz., born April 17, to 
Mr. and Mrs. G. S. Stillwell, Dept. 30. 

WINFIELD—Daughter Esther Eugene, 
6 lbs., born April 16, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Billy Winfield, Dept. 61. 

SPANGLE—Daughter. Gail Kathleen. 

8 lbs. 6 oz., bom March 25, to Mr. and 
Mrs. R. S. Spangle, Dept. 47. 

BURKS—Daughter, Nancy, 6 lbs. 4 
oz., born April 21, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Clyde William Burks Jr., Dept. 50. 

FOWLER—Daughter Gayla Jean, 6 
lbs. 15% oz., born April 19, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Odis Fowler, Dept. 50. 

LATIMER—Daughter, Gayla Sue, 7 
lbs. 1 oz., born Feb. 12. to Mr. and Mrs. 
S. H. Latimer, Dept. 61. 

SAN DIEGO 

DAYTON—Son, Dale E., Jr., 7 lbs. 
2 % oz., born March 12 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Dale E. Dayton, Dept. 330. 

FULLER—Son, John Edward, 8 lbs. 

9 oz., born May 3 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Nelson Fuller, Dept. 1-41. 

GOTT—Daughter, Pamela Ann, 9 lbs. 
11 oz., born April 22 to Mr. and Mrs. 
John E. Gott, Dept. 11. 

ROESER—Son, Gene Richard, 4 lbs. 
9 oz., born April 21 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold R. Roeser, Dept. 270. 

Deaths 

FT. WORTH 

OLSON—J. J., April 26, Dept. 47. 
Survivors: mother, one sister. 

MOORE—H. V. April 24, Dept. 44. 
Survivors: wife, three children. 


EX-CONVAIR MAN 
BACK FROM ALASKA 

C. Roland Riley, formerly of 
Convair FW Final Assembly 
(Dept. 50), now with the U. S. 
Coast Guard, was a recent visitor 
to the plant. Riley has been on 
duty in Alaska for the past six 
months, and will transfer soon to 
the China coastal area. His 
mother, Mrs. Gladys Riley, works 
in Contract (Dept. 11-2). 



AMONG THEM: 35 YEARS—This trio recently completed more 
than three decades with Convair. Left to right: O. J. Olsen, FW 
Metal Forming foreman (Dept. 31), who receives 10-year pin. He 
began service at Downey Field. €. R. Curnutt, another 10-year man, 
now in FW Electrical Design Group, previously worked at New 
Orleans and SD. M. E. Aldrich, FW Fuselage Design Group engineer 
(6-4) recently completed 15 years. He joined first in Buffalo, N. Y., 
went to SD, then FW. 


Perfect Housekeeping 
Marks Scored in SD 

Three Convair SD departments 
racked up perfect records in 
Housekeeping during April in the 
factory division and three others 
did the same in the offices divi¬ 
sion. 

Dept. 31, 310 and 100 tied with 
scores of .000 violations per 
square foot in the factory divi¬ 
sion with Dept. 115 and 300 com¬ 
ing in tied for second at .029. 

In the offices division, Dept. 5, 
16 and 4 turned in perfect rec¬ 
ords while Dept. 3 was second 
with .215 violations. 


Epidemic of Girls 
Reported for FW 

A man’s world? Not hardly 
at Convair FW. 

For this May 11 issue of CON¬ 
VAIRIETY, Convair FW families 
reported the arrivals of nine new 
babies. 

Every one of the nine is a girl! 
See “Log Book Entries.” 






TEN-YEAR MEN—F. W. Fink, Convair SD chief engineer, 
presents ten-year pins to these SD engineers, left to right: Ralph 
Philli'ppi, Art Lambert, A. G. F. Haas, Jr., Fink, Jack Eldridge, 
Ed Rohn. 


Convair-Liners Average 13 Hours 'Work 
Daily on Trans-Australia's Routes 


Convair-Liners being operated 
by Trans-Australia Airlines are 
averaging 13 hours’ utilization 
per day, Norman A. Adam, avia¬ 
tion division manager, Brown and 
Dureau, Ltd., Melbourne, Aus¬ 
tralia, stated recently on a visit 
at Convair SD. 

Adam flew to San Diego from 
Melbourne to confer with Convair 
officials on sales of Convair- 
Liners. His firm has represented 
Convair for several years in Aus¬ 
tralia. 

“Simplified maintenance fea¬ 
tures of the Convair-Liner such 
as the ‘orange peel’ cowl and the 
large number of inspection doors 
in the wing and fuselage have 
enabled TAA to operate Convair- 
Liners at a daily utilization rate 
which is much higher than that 
generally achieved with other 
types of transports,” Adam said. 

He reported that passenger 
preference for Convair-Liners 

FW Camera Clubbers 
Take Day-Long Trip 

Fifteen Convair FW Camera 
Club members returned from a 
field trip May 1, sunburned and 
tired, after a day-long session of 
oicture taking at the ranch of 
Don Downing (24-1), near Gran- 
bury, Tex., about 40 miles from 
Ft. Worth. 

Club members will meet again 
at 8 p.m., May 23 at the Y.M.C.A., 
to sponsor an exhibit of their 
work. Winners in club picture¬ 
taking competition will be an¬ 
nounced at this time. 


Machine Shop Men 
Take Vows in Texas 

Two Convair FW Machine Shop (Dept. 
30) workers were married within four 
days of each other in April. On April 
17, Benjamin Warner, (Dept. 30). was 
married to Mildred Pietzch at the Eman¬ 
uel Lutheran Church in Pottsville. * T°x. 
The Waerners are at home at 4905 La¬ 
fayette St., Ft. Worth. 

April 21 was the weddinp: day of Jack 
M. Curlee (Dept. 30), and Pegpy Hud¬ 
son. They were married in the per¬ 
sonage of the First Baptist Church, 
Weatherford, Tex. The couple are now 
at home at 3121 North Terry, Ft. Worth. 


has resulted in very high load 
factors for all schedules, aver¬ 
aging 92 per cent for some 
trips. The average load factor 
for TAA, including all types of 
transports, is approximately 72 
per cent. 

The higher cruising speed of 
Convair-Liners compared to 
speeds of other types in operation 
is the strongest inducement for 
travelers to specify Convair serv¬ 
ice, Adam said. 

Passenger traffic and particu¬ 
larly cargo volume are steadily 
increasing on all airlines through¬ 
out Australia, he stated. 


Widow Gets Group 
Insurance Windfall 

A bereaved Convair family 
mourning the loss of H. V. Moore, 
of FW Nose and Tail (44), learn¬ 
ed only after his death that he 
had carried Convair group insur¬ 
ance. 

In talking with an assistant 
foreman at the plant, Mrs. Moore 
learned for the first time about 
the insurance and that the policy 
would result in payments of sev¬ 
eral thousand dollars. 

Moore’s fellow workers also 
are assisting the family. In ad¬ 
dition to his wife, Moore leaves 
three children. He died April 24 
after an extended illness. 



“The office bowling team ap¬ 
preciates your suggestion, sir, 
but we feel we’d rather stick to 
plain white shirts with the name 
on back.” 



VISITING FIREMEN—Literally visiting firemen at Convair 
FW were these firefighters from Carswell Air Force Base who came 
to attend a short course in firefighting and emergency rescue pro¬ 
cedures. Heading the group was Otis E. Tinkle, fire chief at Cars¬ 
well. Instruction was given by Stan Fulton, of Service Engineering 
(6-5). “Class” was held on a B-36 on the final assembly line. 
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TINKER TOYS?—Not a plaything but a practical reproduction of Convair SD 
plant is pictured here as it nears completion on second floor of building 14. The 
scale reproduction is used in planning rearrangements in layout of machinery, etc. 
At left, R. E. Bruce, C. R. Lundy and W. R. Miller work over early version of 


building 3 as it was being rearranged to accommodate B-50 nose job. Photo at 
right shows all four buildings of factory with building 3 in foreground with latest 
arrangement. Tom McCubbin is shown erecting a building column. 


Letter to Editor 


Convair SD Reproduced in Miniature 
To Assist in Plant Layout Problems 


Designer, as a Small Boy, Watched 
Bleriot Make First Channel Hop 


Four of Convair SD’s main 
buildings were “compressed” this 
week into a part of one room in 
building 14 and there was plenty 
of space left over! 

The “buildings” are minia¬ 
tures of buildings 1, 2, 3 and 
4, reproduced on a scale of one- 
eighth inch equals a foot. The 
three - dimensional layout, be¬ 
gun last fall to assist in plan¬ 
ning new arrangements of 
tools, machinery and materials 
as the occasions arise, is com¬ 
plete except for building 2. 

A survey of opinion among su¬ 
pervision this week reflected 
unanimous approval. “It makes it 
possible for all concerned in a 
rearrangement to experiment with 
a new layout before any actual 
change is made,” they agreed. 

Blocks of wood of scale sizes 
represent every fixed piece of 
equipment in the plant. Aisle 
lines are marked and exact clear¬ 
ances reproduced. Airplanes and 
components thereof are repre¬ 
sented by models. 

Visual plant layout—a device 
materially simpler to use than 
blueprints—is not new. It began 
its Convair career during the war 
at Vultee field and was used ex¬ 
tensively throughout the com¬ 
pany^ divisions. Because of its 
success within the company, as 
well as in other manufacturing 


pursuits such as automobile 
manufacture, the three dimen¬ 
sional layout was started at SD 
last fall with W. R. Miller in 
charge. Miller was formerly chief 
industrial engineer at the New 
Orleans division where a similar 
layout was built and used. 

Only permanent part of the 
layout is eighth inch steel bars 
which are driven into the linoleum 
table top to represent building 
columns. The wood blocks are 
rubber-cemented to the linoleum 
and thus may be removed easily. 
The blocks are built to take up 
the same relative space as the 
machines they represent. Mez¬ 
zanines are reproduced in Plexi¬ 
glass to exact relative floor thick¬ 
ness. A color scheme distinguishes 
the various blocks as machinery, 
furnaces, office equipment, etc. 

First major use of the lay¬ 
out system was in arranging 
for the B-50 nose contract. It 
was used in layout planning, 
with all concerned having a 
voice. 

It is not unusual to find sev¬ 
eral members of management 
standing near the tables, staring 
at some part of the layout. Don’t 
think they are asleep. They’re 
just in deep thought trying to 
figure out possibilities of im¬ 
proving the arrangement in their 
own sections. 


“Dear Sirs: 

“As a regular reader of CON- 
VAIRIETY (long-range!) Fid like 
it to be in regular contact with 
CRA, too. I better tell you exact¬ 
ly what I mean. Fid like to have 
a corresponding in USA and 
especially in SD. More particu¬ 
lar I want to correspond with a 
girl of about 19-20 years old. I 
don’t know whether this is in 
your line, but I wouldn’t know 
any other address. 

“I am 22 myself, aircraft and 
radio enthusiast, am fond of table 
tennis, cycling and motor sports. 

“If you would be willing to 
help me in this matter, I would 
be very obliged. 

“Awaiting your news, I remain, 
Yours very truly, 

WILLIAM F. DRINKENBURG 
Straalmanstraat 8, 
Nijmegen, Holland 

(Editor’s note: Foregoing 
is reproduced in author’s own 
words and spelling. Drinken- 
burg is on the staff of Avia 
magazine, an aviation publica¬ 
tion.) 


Management Club 
Will Vote May 18 
On New Officers 

Members of Convair SD Man¬ 
agement Club will vote May 18 
to select five new officers and 
one board of control member 
from among sixteen candidates. 

A nominating committee head¬ 
ed by J. L. Petit submitted the 
following slate: For president, 
J. S. Bryant (Dept. 335), G. A. 
Covington (Dept. 27); for vice- 
president, P. G. Osborn (Dept. 
23), F. W. Sechrist (Dept. 23), 
D. H. Van Dahl (Dept. 9); for 
recording secretary, R. F. Ashe 
(Dept. 31), J. C. Buchan (Dept. 
5); for financial secretary, T. A. 
Anderson (Dept. 22), T. F. Mc- 
Aleer, III (Dept. 136); for treas¬ 
urer, E. Caldwell (Dept. 27), K. 
M. Smith (Dept. 245); for board 
of control, H. W. Meyers (Dept. 
403), R. D. Webster (Dept. 5), 
F. D. Weismantel (Dept. 31). To 
this list, N. W. Bouley (Dept. 6) 
was added to vice-presidential 
nominees and J. R. Lay (Dept. 
100) to board nominees at a spe¬ 
cial meeting called by Club Presi¬ 
dent A1 Vernon. The four board 
nominees are competing for one 
vacancy. 

The May meeting will be held 
at the new Aeronautical Sciences 
Institute building on Harbor 
Drive with R. C. Loomis, man¬ 
ager of Inspection and Flight at 
SD, as principal speaker. 


On July 25, 1909, a small boy 
stood with excited onlookers to 
watch a tiny plane fly the Eng¬ 
lish Channel. The boy was S. W. 
Van Sheck, now Convair FW 
engineering designer (6-4). The 
flyer was Louis Bleriot, famous 
French aviator and the first to 
make the channel crossing by 
plane. The speed was 32 miles 
in 37 minutes. 

Van Sheck has seen a lifetime 
of aviation since that day he 
watched the tiny plane make the 
daring hop. 

Born of Flemish parents in 
Prague, Czechoslavakia, Van 
Sheck grew up with one great 
desire—to know more about air¬ 
planes. When the First World 
War was declared, he was a stu¬ 
dent in France, but soon entered 
the French Foreign Legion, and 
later transferred to flying school. 
He made his first solo flight Dec. 
20, 1916 in a “Caudron.” 

His luck with the World War 
I French “Spad” wasn’t good, 
for in 1918 he was shot down 
over the Alps by Ernest Udet, 
German flying ace who in 
World War II became a flying 
general under Goering. 

After the war, Van Sheck fin¬ 
ished his engineering studies at 
the Sorbonne in Paris. He be¬ 
came co-designer of a Czecho- 
slavakian military fighter “Avia 
0-7” and was sent to the United 
States in 1923 by his government 
to study the American aircraft 


industry, then just g e 11 i n g 
started. 

“I liked America so well that 
I just stayed,” he says. 

He worked for various aircraft 
industries, taught aeronautical 
engineering at American colleges, 
meanwhile keeping up with his 
flying. His old luck returned. He 
bailed out of a National Guard 
plane over Massachusetts, result¬ 
ing in a broken back and leg. 
But this didn’t stop the deter¬ 
mined flyer. 

In 1939 he joined the Royal Ca¬ 
nadian Air Force as a pilot in 
technical flying and testing. He 
w T as soon recalled by the United 
States though to continue work 
as a designer. He subsequently 
worked on B-29s and B-24s. 

His luck hit again. While fly¬ 
ing his English racer, “Fairey 
Dart,” in 1946, he drifted into 
a tornado, ran out of gas, and 
crashed, this time with a frac¬ 
tured skull and broken neck. 

“That plane was jinxed,” says 
Van Sheck. A year later after he 
rebuilt the craft, fire destroyed 
the hangar where it was kept. 

Van Sheck came to Convair 
five months ago, and is still 
amazed at the immensity of the 
giant plane he is helping design. 

During his career in aviation, 
Van Sheck has chalked up 7,000 
flying hours and holds a private 
pilot’s license. He and his wife, 
who was one of his flying stu¬ 
dents at the time they married, 
spend their flying hours in their 
four-passenger “Bellanca.” 



PASSENGER PROSPECTS—Taking an advance look at a B-36 
of the type in which they’ll ride are these three winners of the B-36 
naming contest. The men, among the 60 who submitted the winning 
“Peacemaker” name are, left to right: J. G. Bohn, Tool Room and 
Fixtures (81), who also won $50 cash; L. R. Harris of Mating and 
Wing (46), and J. L. McDaniel of Tooling (24-1). Other two who 
will get ride (but were not available for photo) are: G. E. McKenzie 
of Tool Service (14), and C. W. Cannon of Field Operations (61), 
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Convair SD Gardeners Display Proof They Have 'Green Thumbs' 



FLEDGLING A WINNER—Although only a month or so old, Convair SD's 
Garden Club is a healthy youngster. On April 23 Mike Delva, CRA commissioner 
for gardening, entered an exhibit in the San Diego Rose Society show at Balboa 
Park. The roses were g,rown by Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Shanahan (Convair secretary 


Mike Delva (Dept. 136), CRA gardening commissioner, casts an eye over the 

1 flowers in Convair SD’s company garden in the building 1 patio. At right 
is Henry A. Lage, professional landscape man who cares for the garden as 

well as all plant landscaping. Delva, enthusiastic about his job as commissioner, 
is an amateur gardener in his own right and has kept one constantly since coming 
to SD eight years ago. “I came here from Haverhill, Mass., with my wife on 
a vacation,” he recalls. “I never went back!” Delva, once a shoe cutter in a Haver¬ 
hill factory, was later in the produce business. Perhaps it is the latter experience 
that accounts for his gardening skill. 

“Ordinarily my husband wouldn’t let me get this close to his garden,” comely 

2 Mrs. Walter Whittier laughed as this picture was taken. The Whittier home 
at 1345 Chalcedony, Pacific Beach, boasts both flowers and vegetables. They 

are proudest of this lath house, however, that contains some of their best flowers. 
The lath house itself represents considerable ingenuity. Built during the war when 
laths were scarce, Walt conceived the idea of using worn-out flourescent light 
tubing. That’s what was used to make the roof! 

Although it was a chilly day when this picture was snapped, Virginia J. 

3 Cannon (as good a sport as she is attractive), obliged by posing in gardening 
costume on condition the camera wouldn’t record goose pimples. “When we 


and treasurer), Walt Whittier (Dept. 6), Virginia Cannon (Dept. 4), J. C. Huff 
(Dept. 136) and Joe Nelson (Dept. 16). The entry won a prize! However, here is 
proof in pictures that Convair SD gardeners have been doing more than growing 
roses alone. Photos show representative gardens. 


started working on our garden four years ago I had never grown anything but 
weeds and couldn’t even plant a kind word,” Virginia explained at her home, 
3536 Jewell in Crown Point. Evidently she learned in a hurry, for the garden is 
among Convair SD’s best. While clipping a few blooms for the camera, Virginia 
remarked: “This is an epi—epi—epiphyllum, but don’t ask me how to spell it!” 

In four months time, Pluma Huddleston (Dept. 4) and her husband have 
4 done wonders with the garden at their new home at 4612 Hinson Place. 

Pluma’s bailiwick is the flower department while husband specializes in fruit 
trees which are thriving but not yet old enough to bear. Pluma poses alongside 
a daisy bed in the backyard. 

The W. M. Shanahan home at 3344 Whittier in Point Loma is the next thing 
5-6 to a show place. Here are two views. No. 6 shows the ample backyard with 

Mrs. Shanahan sprinkling while her husband greets Inky, their dog. The 
garden is nearly a decade old and includes almost every variety of flower that does 
well in the SD climate. The Shanahans are proudest, however, of their roses and 
queen of that collection is Madame Boulet, a “French perfume” variety that was 
imported to this country some fifty years ago. It is unique in that the petals do 
not shatter and drop on the ground but dehydrate on the stems.- 



ROSES WIN—Here is rose display entered by Convair Garden 
Club that won a ribbon in San Diego Rose Society Show. 


’Convair Traveler' Name Chosen for New 
Publication to Report on Convair-Liners 


Ex-Millionaire Tends Flowers at SD; 
Hard Luck (Sea Water) Still Dogs Him 


Convair Traveler is the title of 
a new publication to be prepared 
and published by the Contract- 
Service Dept., Convair SD. The 
first issue appeared May 2, and 
was distributed to all interested 
airline and Convair personnel. It 



“Switching him from the front 
office to kitchenware was your 
idea—remember ? ” 


will have general circulation 
among executives in the aircraft 
industry. Succeeding issues will 
be published semi-monthly. 

The publication will provide 
up-to-the-minute information on 
Convair-Liner design changes. It 
will contain service, maintenance 
and safety suggestions, and will 
carry news of Convair-Liner 
operation at home and abroad. 

Sources of material for the 
Convair Traveler will be Engi¬ 
neering, Flight Research and 
other departments in the factory. 
Information from the outside will 
be supplied by Convair field serv¬ 
ice representatives. On the 
Traveler’s editorial staff are Mrs. 
Gertrude Hunter, Robert Yates 
and Bud Bodie. 


FW Cancer Victim 
Gets His Melon Wish 

When doctors told Howard 
Bridges, Convair FW assembler 
(46), a victim of cancer, that he 
could have anything he asked 
for, Bridges said he wanted one 
more taste of watermelon. His 
story and picture were featured 
on the front page of the Ft. 
Worth Star-Telegram, and 
Bridges got his wish. 

The first watermelon was sent 
to Bridges by Mayor E. D. Good¬ 
year of Ft. Meyers, Fla. Then a 
Tampa man informed Gus Sali- 
cos, Ft. Worth produce dealer, 
that he was shipping Bridges 
more watermelons by plane. 

Bridges, 24, and married only 
seven months, started to work at 
Convair in July, 1948. Fellow 
workers in his department have 
assisted the young victim and his 
wife during his illness. 



“You want them to stay or 
leave?” 


Henry A. Lage, whose picture 
appears on this page, is a story 
unto himself. 

Lage, who is responsible for 
the condition of the Convair SD 
patio garden in building 1 and 
the parkways on Pacific from 
Palm to Gate 2, is a familiar fig¬ 
ure with his slouch hat and work 
clothes. Few know that he has 
made and lost several fortunes. 

“The first fortune was in 
California. I made it out of 
farm machinery patents and 
went to Florida in the 20’s and 
before I knew it I had another, 
made out of real estate in the 
boom days,” Lage recalls. 

“I was the head of a big cor¬ 
poration and working on my sec¬ 
ond million when the crash came. 
... I remember the day well 
when I turned to my secretary, 
Polly and said: ‘Well, Poll, you’re 
out of a job and I’m broke—so 
why don’t we get married?” 

They did and when Lage 
took an accounting he found he 
wasn’t as broke as he thought. 
He salvaged $40,000 and with 
this they bought a ranch at 
Jupiter, north of Palm Beach. 
The first year they cleared a 
small fortune in tomatoes. 
Then hard luck hit again. A 
hurricane leveled their new 
ranch home into which they 
had sunk a large part of their 


profits. In fact, it almost level¬ 
ed the Lages. 

“However, we kept trying and 
it looked as though I was certain 
to come back with another bum¬ 
per crop. The price was high and 
the yield was great, the pickers 
were to start Monday,” Lage con¬ 
tinued. “Then it rained. On Sun¬ 
day you could have floated a row¬ 
boat over my fields!” 

Lage gave up and returned to 
landscaping, his old profession. 
He was successful, but the un¬ 
timely death of his wife made 
him leave Florida forever. He 
has been caring for Convair gar¬ 
dens for three years and likes it. 

The bugaboo of too much water 
that cost him heavily in Florida 
still follows him, however. 

“See that orange tree?” 
Lage pointed at a flourishing 
tree in the patio. “You know 
we’re on filled land here and 
the water table is not far down. 
Every time there is a high tide 
the blasted salt water comes up 
and that tree sheds all its 
leaves and fruit!” 


BONNIE MORGAN WEDS 
Mrs. Bonnie Morgan, Convair 
FW Sub-Assembly (Dept. 73), 
and Mike Pagano, of Helper, 
Utah, were married April 20 in 
Weatherford, Tex. Mrs. Pagano, 
who came to Convair in January, 
will join her husband in Utah. 
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CHRISTENING—At Burbank, Calif., recently Northeast Airlines 
christened one of its Convair-Liners with Singer Dinah Shore break¬ 
ing a bottle of Maine water over plane's nose. Left to right: Milt 
Anderson, pilot, H. D. Koontz, Convair manager of commercial 
sales, Dora Shaw Heffner, Lynn Bari, Miss Shore, Rudy Vallee and 
Alfred Lane, NEA vice president. The plane took off with gifts 
from California's Governor Warren for Maine's Governor Payne. 


'Hide Me, Rock of Ages' Favorite Song 
For Lunch Hour Singers at Ft. Worth 


If you hear music in the air 
while lunching at Convair FW, 
don’t conclude that you need a 
rest—it’s probably the lunch hour 
singers just getting warmed up. 

Every noon as soon as lunch 
boxes are emptied, song books 
are passed out in the spot weld¬ 
ing section of Dept. 31, as work¬ 
ers from all parts of the plant 
gather for a song fest. The ses¬ 
sions started four months ago as 
the result of a trio composed of 
L. E. Brock and J. E. Mclnroe, 
spot welders, and John Greener, 
metal fitter, all of Dept. 31. 

The group, made up mostly 
of men workers, purchased song 
books which contain familiar 
religious and spiritual num¬ 
bers. At present, ‘‘Hide Me, 
Rock of Ages,” is the favorite 
of the group. 

Brock is choir director of his 
church, while Mclnroe is a former 
director. Greener sings with a 
quartet for entertainment. 

The biggest problem facing the 
singers now is finding a space 
big enough to accommodate all 
of the participants. “We had no 
idea it would grow like this,” 
says Mclnroe. “Guess singing is 
just good for the morale!” 

Roy Cantrell, of Production 
Control (22), serves as director 
of the group at col. 31-K, which 
was the first and original group 
in the plant. 

As result of the group’s songs, 
the idea has spread throughout 
s — the plant to such an extent that 
E. G. Crosier, Employee Services 
supervisor, has announced the 
appointment of R. R. Massegee, 
of Inspection (27-0), as commis¬ 
sioner of Group Singing to co¬ 
ordinate the programs. 

Other groups already are or¬ 
ganized at col. 69-N, led by Jess 
Mitchell, Pattern Shop (82); col. 
130-C, directed by V. E. Grable, 
Final Assembly (50), and S. R. 
Cox, Outer Wing and Engines 
(47). Massegee was scheduled to 
organize a group in the Experi¬ 
mental Building this week to be 
directed by Lee Roy Chism (22), 
and a group at col. 57-D which 


Returning FW Man 
Dies in Auto Crash 

J. J. Olson, Convair FW Outer 
Wing and Engines (47), was kill¬ 
ed in an automobile accident near 
Arlington, Tex., April 26. Olson, 
a Convair worker since 1947, was 
returning from a two-weeks’ tour 
of duty with the Navy when the 
accident occurred. He is survived 
by his wife. 


will specialize in spirituals of the 
old South. 

Plans also call for a combined 
sing-song of all groups at some 
future date. Anyone in the plant 
who observes the 11 o’clock lunch 
hour is welcome to participate in 
the singing. Massegee empha¬ 
sizes that singing is stopped in 
plenty of time for the workers to 
return to their stations. Assist¬ 
ing Massegee with organization 
plans is Sherrell Williams, Tool¬ 
ing (24-8). 

Mimeograph notices advising 
employees how they may partici¬ 
pate are distributed at intervals 
after being approved by the Em¬ 
ployee Services section. Such ap¬ 
proval is required by plant regu¬ 
lations in advance of duplicating 
and circulating or posting any 
announcements concerning em¬ 
ployee recreation or activities, 
Crosier pointed out. 


AT LOS ANGELES AIRPORT—Here is lineup of Western Airlines' Convair-Liners on ramp in back 
ofWAL'S fleet headquarters in Los Angeles. Western now is using Liners on all its coastal route flights. 

mm 


WAL Convair-Liner Sets Commercial Speed 
Record Between San Francisco, Portland 


A new commercial air trans¬ 
port record of one hour 49 min¬ 
utes for the 575 miles between 
San Francisco and Portland was 
established last month by a West¬ 
ern Air Lines Convair-Liner. 

The mark was set shortly after 
WAL became the first airline to 
operate modern, postwar equip¬ 
ment on all flights on the Pacific 
Coast with all-Convair service 
between San Diego and Seattle- 
Tacoma. In addition to its coastal 
route, WAL is operating Convair- 
Liners between San Diego and 
Yuma, Arizona, Los Angeles and 
Palm Springs and Los Angeles 
and Las. Vegas. 

WAL has named the Convair- 
Liners 49ers in honor of Cali- 


Three More at FW 
Join Soaring Group 

The Texas Soaring Association 
has announced the acceptance of 
three new Convair FW members 
to the glider and sailplane or¬ 
ganization. They are: Bob Pence, 
Miles Coverdale and S. W. Van 
Sheck, all Engineering (6). 

Convair members of the or¬ 
ganization were scheduled to take 
part in exhibition gliding and 
soaring at the Texas Christian 
University Inter-Collegiate Air 
Meet, May 7, 8. 

Club members are also par¬ 
ticipating in a series of week-end 
contests at the North Texas Agri¬ 
cultural College Airport, Grand 
Prairie, Tex., scheduled to last 
through September. 


fornia’s centennial which is being 
celebrated this year. The plane 
was so christened recently at Los 
Angeles by actress June Lock¬ 
hart. The speed mark between 
San Francisco and Portland was 
established on an on and off 
basis. 


Store to Stay Open 
To 5:30 Thursdays 

Hours of the Employee Salvage 
Store at Convair SD have been 
altered to permit better service 
for late-working employees. 

The store will continue to be 
open at the same time on Tues¬ 
days (3 to 4:30 p.m.) but on 
Thursdays will remain open from 
3 until 5:30 p.m. in order to ac¬ 
commodate those employees who 
are not off work until 4:30 or 5. 
Employees who are off at 3:30 
were urged to make their pur¬ 
chases early in order to make it 
possible for attendants to wait on 
later customers. 


BRANDED—Actress June Lock¬ 
hart, with an assist from Sheriff 
Gene Biscailuz of Los Angeles 
puts 49er brand on Western Air¬ 
lines Convair-Liner in christening 
ceremony. 


Convair's Board of Directors Reduce Total 
Number to 14 and Add Two New Members 


HARMONY AT LUNCH—In upper photo, Convair FW workers 
join in lunchtime singing in Dept. 31 where singers from all over 
the plant gather in daily sessions. Bottom photo: These three, L. E. 
Brock, J. E. Mclnroe and John Greener, all Metal Forming, are 
originators of noontime sing song which now draws hundreds, some 
to sing, others to listen. 


Reduction in the number of 
Convair’s board members from 17 
to 14 and the election of two new 
members were announced recent¬ 
ly following the annual meeting 
of the stockholders at the com- 
pany’s headquarters in San 
Diego. 

Elected to the board were 
George H. Howard, a senior part¬ 
ner in the law firm of Simpson, 
Thacher & Bartlett, New York 
City, and Sidney G. Down, of 
San Diego, a director and consul¬ 
tant of Westinghouse Air Brake 
Company, Union Switch & Signal 
Company, and Westinghouse Pa¬ 
cific Coast Brake Company. 

Greater flexibility in transact¬ 
ing company business is attained 
by a reduction of a quorum re¬ 
quirement from nine to six. At 
the same time, the election of 
Howard and Down was described 
as a move to broaden the base of 
knowledge and experience the 


board will bring to the company's 
operations. 

Only two company officials 
now serve as operating managers 
and also as directors. 

Commenting on Convair's cur¬ 
rent situation in a brief talk to 
the stockholders, Board Chairman 
Floyd B. Odium was definitely 
optimistic. 

“Insofar as our financial out¬ 
look is concerned,” he said, “it is 
evident that we have turned the 
corner. Our profit and loss state¬ 
ment for the first quarter of this 
year showed earnings of slightly 
less than $1,000,000, and I am 
happy to emphasize to you that 
this turn for the better in our af¬ 
fairs brought to an end twelve 
successive quarterly reports all 
written in red ink.” 

More than 81 per cent of the 
2,319,698 outstanding shares were 
represented at the meeting in 
person or by proxy. 


Foremen's Group at Ft. Worth Adopts New 
Name, Becomes Convair Management Club 


Convair Management Club. 

That’s the name by which the 
former Consolidated-Vultee Fore¬ 
men’s Club at Ft. Worth Division 
will be known in the future. 

The change in name was made 
official at the April 23 meeting 
when club members voted unani¬ 
mously in favor of five proposed 
constitutional amendments. 

Sam E. Keith, Jr., president, 
explained that the new name is 
more appropriate than the old, 
since all management personnel— 
not only those with the official 
title of foreman—are included in 
the membership. Another amend¬ 
ment made all management per¬ 
sonnel, including professional and 
administrative employees, eli¬ 
gible. 

Purpose of the organization, 
as stated in another new amend¬ 


ment is “the improvement of its 
members as industrial executives 
and the advancement of manage¬ 
ment.” 

Members and their wives and 
guests present at the meeting in 
the Convair cafeteria totaled 
more than 500. A dinner preced¬ 
ed the business session, after 
which a dance was held in observ¬ 
ance of “Ladies' Night.” 

A brief report on new develop¬ 
ments within the Convair cor¬ 
poration was made by Ray O. 
Ryan, division manager, after 
which the speaker was introduced 
by Loyd L. Turner, program 
chairman. 

The speaker, Colyer Snyder, 
nationally-known journalist and 
news commentator, spoke on 
“What's Ahead for the Foremen.” 
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OUT IN FRONT—E. E. Benson, Jr., leads C. D. McCarty (both 
Dept. 6 SD) in grudge race to determine fleetest. William Jacobsen, 
shown rooting from sidelines, was one of several spectators who 
trudged alongside racers and had plenty of time to greet them at 
finish line. 

Two Sprinters Test Their Relative FSeetness 
(Or Lack of it) Along RR Tracks at SD 

In what was described as a “preview to the Kentucky 
Derby,” two highly regarded sprinters from Dept.- 6 at SD ran 
a 440-yard foot race recently along the Santa Fe tracks near the 
plant to settle a difference of opinion over their respective 
speeds. 

E. E. Benson, Jr., who carried top weight of 224 pounds, 
averaged 12 m.p.h. for the distance and fell over the finish line 
in what resembled a fast stagger. C. D. McCarty, although a 
pre-race favorite of early morning dockers, came in somewhat 
later. 

The race, run for a $2.10 purse, climaxed a three-year argu¬ 
ment between the two over their fleetness or lack of it. The 
day after the race when McCarty’s breathing had slowed to a 
trot, he charged: 

“It doesn’t prove a thing except that Benson will do any¬ 
thing for $2!” 




SLATED FOR ENGLAND—Ken Coward, Convair SD flight 
research analyst, shown with world’s smallest plane, the Wee Bee, 
which recently made several successful flights at SD to an altitude 
of 400 feet. The plane will be shipped abroad this summer to take 
part in air shows in England and Ireland. Coward will accompany 
it and pilot will be Karl Montijo, former Convair man. 


Banke's 296 Just 
Shade Off Perfect, 

New Pistol Record 

0. C. Banke, Convair SD’s 
sharpshooting pistolman, set a 
new SD Pistol Club record last 
month by carding a 296 in the 
April shoot, just a shade away 
from a perfect 300. 

In the slow fire, Banke scored 
a perfect 100, with every shot in 
the heart of the target. He slip¬ 
ped to a 97 in the timed fire but 
shot a 99 in the rapid. In setting 
the new mark Banke broke his 
own record of 285 established 
some weeks ago. For his April 
performance the marksmen won 
a Pistol Club gold medal. 

Second in Class A was William 
Dittmann with 285 and Alfred 
Hotchkiss was third at 283. Russ 
Morrissette won first and a 
medal in Class B with 272 with 
Jim Moss second at 271 and H. 
F. King third with 269. In Class 
C, Howard Heidman was first 
with 279, Glenn Bearss second at 
253, and Norman Kinnischtzke 
third with 251. 


THE WHOLE FAMILY—When Anthony Raymond Sanchez, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Alfonso Sanchez (SD 25-5), was born a month ago 
he became the family’s tenth child, which so far as CONVAIRIETY 
knows, is a Convair record. All the children are living and a more 
courteous, happy group simply can’t be found. They are pictured 
here in front of their home at 1630 First Avenue, SD. The children, 
left to right, Alfonso, Jr., 16; Emilia, 15; Dulcinea, 13; Dolores, 11; 
Orlando, 9; Jerome, 7; Angela, 5; Karla, 3; Sylvia, ly 2 . Mrs. San¬ 
chez holds Anthony, the youngest. 

SD Softball Team Scores 
Two Wins in City Tourney 


LENDS HELPING HAND— 
Mrs. Evelyn Zahora, Convair FW 
Tooling (24-1), is a lover of dogs. 
In fact, she thinks so much of 
them that she stopped a mile of 
traffic recently on Convair FW’s 
Grant Lane, to rescue a tiny pup 
from the onslaught of first shift 
traffic leaving the plant. 

Dog Lover Admits 
She Stopped Traffic 

Identity of the Convair FW 
worker who stopped a mile of 
traffic to carry a pup to safety 
was established the morning fol¬ 
lowing the April 27 CON¬ 
VAIRIETY. The kind act was 
performed by Mrs. Evelyn Za¬ 
hora, Tooling (24-1), who owns 
a dog of her own. 

“When I saw the pup almost 
get hit by two cars, I had to do 
something,” she says. So, Evelyn 
stopped the car and began flag¬ 
ging down oncoming automobiles 
while she carried the dog to 
safety. 

For once, the hurried motorists 
rushing home from their first- 
shift jobs, didn’t mind a traffic 
tie-up! 


With two victories behind them, 
Convair’s No. 1 softball team 
stood a good chance this week of 
going a long way, perhaps even 
winning, the pre-season SD city 
league tournament. 

Behind its star hurler, Bud 
Leesch, Convair defeated Nelson- 
Moore 7 to 0, May 2, with Leesch 
permitting only one hit. On May 
4, Convair eliminated Keystone 
Clothiers 2 to 1 in a pitcher’s 
duel during which Leesch and 
opposing pitcher Gonzales per¬ 
mitted four hits apiece. 

Dopesters gave Convair a good 
chance in the pre-season workout 
but pointed out that at least four 
very tough clubs are still to be 
met: Crown Carpet (defending 
champions and winner of the 
Triple A crown last year), An¬ 
derson Furniture, Mel & Cal, and 
Campbell Machine. 

In the game against Nelson- 
Moore, Manager Mike Clark led 
the hitting, getting 3 for 4. 
Leesch struck out 17 out of a 
possible 21. Outstanding per¬ 
formances included a superb job 
of fielding by Ken Ellis, second 
baseman. 

In the May 4 game Convair 
scored its two runs in the fifth 
inning and Keystone came back 
to score in the sixth. In the 
seventh and last inning, with two 
men out, Keystone had the tying 
run on third when Leesch struck 
out the last man. Bob Rose led 


the Convair hitting with a homer 
and Leesch helped his own cause 
by doubling and later scoring on 
Ray Reinagel’s sacrifice. Rein- 
agel, best utility man" in the 
club, turned in an excellent per¬ 
formance when he caught his 
first game in ten years. He sub¬ 
stituted for George McElvain, 
regular pitcher, who was unable 
to play. 

Convair’s other two teams in 
the tournament, the Eagles and 
Convairiety, have not fared so 
well. Both are in the loser’s 
bracket of the double elimination. 
The Eagles lost to A. B. Appli¬ 
ances, May 3, 2 to 1, and Con¬ 
vairiety lost 14 to 4 to Old Town 
Angels, May 3. 


Family Picnic Set 
For May 15 at SD 

Sunday, May 15, has been set 
for the family picnic to entertain 
members of the Electronics and 
Engineering Test Section at Con¬ 
vair SD. It will be at Lindo Lake 
Park in the center of Lakeside. 

Actvities start at 10 a.m. and 
include dancing, singing, softball, 
cards, contests, and refreshments. 
Cost is $1 per family “per couple 
or per lonely soul.” Sponsors are 
endeavoring to arrange transpor¬ 
tation for all. Adele Howels 
(Ext. 1125) is taking registra¬ 
tions. 


CAMERA CLUB OFFICERS—Here are leaders of newly 
formed SD Camera Club. Front row, left, W. W. Hunt, vice-presi¬ 
dent; A. C. Truex, president. Back row: J. J. Kelly, treasurer; M. L. 
Barksdale, secretary. 


Merrill Bird Wins 
First Fourth Time 

For the fourth time this sea¬ 
son, a pigeon owned by C. R. 
Merrill, Convair FW Tool Room 
and Fixtures (81), has won first 
place in North Side Flying Club 
competition. After facing a 
strong head wind for 12 hours, 
the winning bird came in first 
from Dalhart, Tex., a distance of 
370 miles, on May 1. 

In the same race birds owned 
by W. T. Swanzy (81), and Joe 
Rowland, Tooling (24-1), placed 
fourth and fifth respectively. 

On April 24, a Merrill entry 
flew 250 miles from Clarendon, 
Tex., in the shortest length of 
time to place first. A Swanzy 
bird placed fifth. 


AT THE LINKS—In top photo FW golf team captains scout 
form of Brad Calhoun as he tees off at Meadowbrook Country Club. 
Calhoun’s team won first. Lower photo shows B. N. Hudson drawing 
names from hat to determine team members. F. F. Gignilliat, golf 
commissioner, holds hat. 
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New Group Formed at Ft. Worth to Aid 


Lovers of Sun-tans and 

If you like to swim for fun— 
if you like to get yourself a beau¬ 
tiful sun-tan—if you like to pic¬ 
nic outdoors with your family 
and your friends—a new Convair 
FW recreational activity will be 
just the thing for you and all 
members of your family. 

You have that on the assurance 
of E. G. Crosier, Employee 
Activties supervisor, who an¬ 
nounced plans for the organiza¬ 
tion of a group of Convair em¬ 
ployees who are water and sun¬ 
tan lovers. 

All employees interested in 
swimming, sun-tanning and water 
activities, and interested in par¬ 
ticipating in such an organiza¬ 
tion, are invited to attend the 
first meeting on plans. 

Crosier also announced the 
appointment of B. J. (Bob) 
Lynn, of Master Scheduling 
(2-1), as Water Activity com¬ 
missioner. Lynn is a certified 
American Red Cross water 
safety instructor, and has 
served as lifeguard at Burger’s 
Lake, one of the city’s most 
popular swimming spots. 

“All Convair employees, and 
all members of their families are 
eligible to participate,” Lynn 
said. 

“This activity will not be con¬ 
fined to the so-called ‘experts’ 
and swimming champions and the 
like, but is designed for the 
recreation of the entire family, 
including children and beginners. 

“If enough interest is shown, 
we can arrange classes to teach 
Convair youngsters how to swim. 
For ’teen-agers and for the par¬ 
ents, we can arrange sessions in 
water safety, life-saving and the 
like. Diving exhibitions and div¬ 
ing lessons can be arranged. We 
can hold swimming meets against 
teams within the plant—and 
against teams in other cities. 

“In addition to the actual activ¬ 
ity in the water, we also can have 


FW Bowlins 


Convair FW Summer Bowling League 
standings as of 3 May: 


TEAM 

W 

L 

Plant Engineers . 

. 9 

3 

Industrial Engineers . 

. 9 

3 

Experimental . 

. 9 

3 

Butchers . 

. 8 

4 

Wing Mating . 

. 7 

5 

Mud Hens . 

. 7 

5 

F.I.T.U. 

. 6 

6 

Aerodynamics . 

. 6 

6 

Bomb Bay . 

. 6 

6 

Machine Shop . 

. 5 

7 

Outer Panel . 

. 4 

8 

Engineering . 

. 3 

9 

Inspection . 

. 3 

9 

Tooling Terrapins . 

. 2 

10 

Second Shift Bowling 

League stand- 

ings as of 4 May: 



TEAM 

W 

L 

Alluminators . 

. 6 

0 

Mis-Fires . 

. 5 

1 

Poinsettas . 

. 5 

1 

Yardbirds . 

. 4 

2 

Machine Shop No. 1 . 

. 4 

2 

Alley Cats . 

. 4 

2 

Bomberdears . 

. 3 

3 

Pre-Flight . 

. 3 

3 

Short Circuits . 

. 2 

4 

Whingdings . 

. 2 

4 

Machine Shop No. 2 . 

. 2 

4 

Bomber-Champs . 

. 1 

5 

Machine Shop No. 3 . 

. 1 

2 

Deadline Kids . 

. 0 

6 

SD Engineering League 

at FW 

final 

standings: 



TEAM 

W 

L 

Nine . 

. 20 

12 

Seven . 

.18 

14 

Eight . 

.18 

14 

Two . 

.. 18 

14 

Three .. 

.17 

15 

Ten . 

.17 

15 

Six .. 

.16 

16 

Five . 

.13 

19 

One . 

. 12 

20 

Four . 

. 11 

21 


Water Sports 

other activities which will include 
all members of the family. Along 
with our swimming sessions, we 
can have contests for the most 
beautiful sun-tan—and we can 
plan to have picnic lunches to eat 
right on the beach. 

“Fact is, the activities are 
limited only by how many em¬ 
ployees show an interest, and 
by how many activities they 
want.” 

Under consideration at this 
time is a series of weekly ses- 



NEW ACTIVITY COMMIS¬ 
SIONER—Newly appointed em¬ 
ployee commissioner of water 
activities is B. J. Lynn, of Con¬ 
vair FW’s Master Scheduling sec¬ 
tion (2-1). 

sions — probably on Saturday 
mornings—at one of the public 
pools or nearby lakes. 

Already enthusiastic about 
prospects for the new organiza¬ 
tion is Carl Loock, of Industrial 
Engineering (8-3), who has prac¬ 
tically a roomful of trophies and 
medals for his accomplishments 
in diving. Loock in 1945 won, for 
the second time, the senior diving 
championship in the annual 
Southwestern American Amateur 
Athletic Union meet. He also 
holds a Rocky Mountain AAU 
district championship; and a 
North Central Association cham¬ 
pionship. 

Lynn said that if sufficient in¬ 
terest is shown by employees, the 
new organization will be formed 
and will schedule its first activi¬ 
ties when Ft. Worth swimming 
places open within the next few 
weeks. 

A meeting will be held at 11:30 
a.m., Friday, May 13, in confer¬ 
ence room No. 11 at FW adjacent 
to the Education Section in the 
Industrial Relations department. 
The meeting will be called at that 
hour in order that factory work¬ 
ers may attend without loss of 
time from their work. 

All those interested in water 
sports and in organizing such a 
group were urged to attend and 
assist in arranging preliminary 
plans. 


Convair FW Softball Teams Tie for First 
In Two Loops, Hold Second in Another 


Convair FW softball teams, on 
the diamonds again after several 
weeks of postponed games due to 
rain, are jockeying for top posi¬ 
tions in all four leagues. 

Convair squads in both the 
Sycamore League and the Texas 
League are tied for first place. 
“CVAC” in East Texas League 
play is sharing second place 
honors with Travelite Trailers. 

Intra-plant scoreboards show 
Major Assembly first, Engineer¬ 
ing and Material tied for second, 
and Flight, third. 

In May 2 games, Flight out- 
scored Major Assembly 7 to 4, 
while the Engineers downed 
Material 10 to 7. 

That same night in Texas 
League games, the Bombers play¬ 


ed a thriller to win 1 to 0 from 
Traders Oil Mill, resulting in a 
tie between the two teams for 
first place in the league. At the 
same time “CVAC” in East Texas 
League play was suffering defeat 
from Travelite Trailers, 10 to 0, 
to tie with their opponents for 
second position. 

In Sycamore League play May 
3, Convair defeated South Side 
Independents 11 to 1, to tie with 
Nick’s Drive-in for first place. 
The Convair team journeyed to 
Cleburne, Tex., April 29 to defeat 
that city’s team 7 to 4 in an out¬ 
side league game. Another out¬ 
side game is scheduled for May 
20 with the Weatherford Na¬ 
tional Guard team, Weatherford, 
Tex. 
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FW's C. A. Taylor Is All 'Round Athlete; 
Accomplished Golfer and Softball Star 


An all ’round sportsman is 
blond, sun-tanned C. A. Taylor, 
Jr., Convair FW Material (4-2), 
one of Convair’s top golfers, soft- 
ball players and former football 
star. 


Like papa, the two Taylor sons, 
C. A. “Stormy” III, 6, and Bill, 
3, are already showing athletic 
inclinations. “I’m waiting for 
them to grow a little more so 
they can caddy for me,” says 


C. H. (Chuck) Stanley, 
FW Engineer, Named 
Golf Board Director 

C. H. (Chuck) Stanley, of Con¬ 
vair FW Engineering (6-4), one 
of the division’s top-ranking golf¬ 
ers, last week was elected a mem¬ 
ber of the board of directors of 
the Ft. Worth Golf Association. 

It is the first time that a Con¬ 
vair man has been on the board, 
although many Convair golfers 
participate each year in the city 
tournaments. 

Stanley announced that he and 


Taylor spends the greatest por¬ 
tion of his after-working hours 
either on the greens or softball 
diamond. His schedule calls for 
nine holes of golf three evenings 
a week, golf on Saturdays and 
Sundays, and softball the remain¬ 
ing two evenings as left fielder 
in the Convair intra-plant league. 

Practice is evidently making 
almost perfect on his golf score 
cards this spring. His team turn¬ 
ed in the lowest combined medal 
score of the second plant-wide 
golf tournament in April. He 
placed second in individual honors 
with one over par. 

Taylor has played in champion¬ 
ship matches in the Wichita 
Falls, Tex., invitational meet, 
where he scored the best game of 
his career, four under par. He 
has been invited to play in the 
Little Rock, Arkansas, invitation 
meet in May. While working at 
Convair in 1941-43, he was three¬ 
time winner of plant-wide golf 
tournaments. 

Football rates after golf with 
the Convair sportsman. He gain¬ 
ed experience on the gridiron as 
captain of the Paschal High 
School team in 1937. During his 
Air Force service, he coached the 
Ellington Field squad. 



DEPT. 24 VS. DEPT. 25—De 
partment winners in the plant 
wide washer pitching tournament 
left to right, Hugh Pennington 
Plant Engineering (Dept. 25) 
and M. L. Helton, Tooling (Dept 
24), meet for lunch-hour playoff 
as first round of inter-depart 
ment play gets under way. 


SD Baseball Team 
Wins Its Opener 

Convair SD’s baseball team 
got off to a winning start May 1 
in a pre-season exhibition game 
against the Solar Aircraft Club. 

With the score tied 2 to 2 in 
the eighth inning, Convair’s Don 
Campbell slashed a homer with 
two men on. The game ended 
6 to 3. A1 Romero also homered 
for Convair. 


Hams at SD and FW, 
What Are Your Calls? 

Several ham radio operators 
have approached CONVAIRIETY 
at SD, requesting call letters of 
Convair FW hams so that they 
may make contact. Any hams at 
either SD or FW who are inter¬ 
ested may report their call letters 
to CONVAIRIETY at either 
plant and they will be published 
at a later date for mutual infor- 
. mation. 



ACTIVE ATHLETE—C. A. 
Taylor, Jr., Convair FW Material 
(4-2), is one of Convair’s most 
ardent golfers, usually turning in 
a top score in plant tournaments* 
He’s also a former gridiron star, 
and is currently playing softball 
in the intra-plant league. 

Taylor. “I can’t get my wife on 
a golf course, though. Seems 
she’d rather confine her athletics 
to playing bridge!” 


other members of the member¬ 
ship committee are starting a 
campaign to enroll as many Con¬ 
vair golfers as possible in the 
association, looking forward to 
wide participation in the city 
tournaments. Any golfers inter¬ 
ested may contact Stanley at Ext. 
3111. 

The board, at the same meet¬ 
ing, voted that the city tourna¬ 
ment be held July 20-24 at Ridg- 
lea; the city senior tournament 
Sept. 28-29 at Rivercrest; and 
the city junior tourney Aug. 22- 
26 at Sycamore. The city tourna¬ 
ment will match play; the senior 
tournament 36-hole medal play. 


LeFebvres Dominate 
Tennis Tournaments 

“Honest, it was on the level!” 
Jerry LeFebvre, CRA tennis com¬ 
missioner at SD, protested this 
week as he commented on results 
of the women’s singles and mixed 
doubles tournaments. The finals 
w’ere played at North Park, April 
30 and May 1. 

Women’s singles winner was 
Esther LeFebvre, who defeated 
Lyn Johnson (both of Account¬ 
ing), 6-4, 6-0, while winner in 
the mixed doubles was the Le¬ 
Febvres. The latter team defeat¬ 
ed Lyn Johnson and Howard 
Smith, 7-5, 7-5. 


73 Ft. Worth Linksmen Turn Out For 
Third Spring Sweepstakes Tourney 


Seventy-three golfers turned 
out for the third spring sweep- 
stakes tournament sponsored by 
Convair FW at Meadowbrook 
Country Club on April 30. 

First place honors for low ball 
with handicap went to the team 
of A. B. Calhoun, F. A. Rowland, 
Joe Morris and C. E. Laechelin, 
with a 60 score. 

Second place was shared by 
four teams including C. H. Wil¬ 
son’s team of G. A. Young, J. M. 
Highfill and M. W. Christman; 
A. J. Baskin’s team of G. Tipton, 
F. Bates, and Loyd L. Turner; 
J. T. Tyler’s team of A. Madsen, 


J. F. Keller, and W. M. Mc¬ 
Carthy; C. A. Taylor’s team of 
C. W. Gattis, Dick Bright, and 
J. W. McGaha, all turning in 
scores of 63. 

Low gross score went to C. H. 
Wilson’s team of Young, Highfill, 
and Christman, with a score of 
330. C. A. Taylor had the low 
medal score of 73 for individual 
play. 

Prizes totaling $123 were pro¬ 
vided from entry fees and by the 
Convair Employee Services 

The fourth sweepstakes tourna¬ 
ment will be held June 4 at 
Worth Hills Golf Course. 



GOLDEN KEY—Here are representative members of Institute 
of Aeronautical Sciences pictured during dedication ceremonies April 
29 for new building at SD. Most of group are from Convair. Left 
to right, Ernie Stout, national councillor; Ed Rhodes, building com¬ 
mittee chairman; Bill Immenschuh (Ryan); Jack Mason, ex-area 
councilman; Ken Jackman, management committee head; Frank 
Fink, chairman SD section; Ben Salmon, former SD chairman; 
Dwight Bennett, section vice-chairman; Joel Whitney, past building 
committee head; Ralph Bayless, treasurer; Jim Straight, assistant 
IAS director; Ralph Shick, recording secretary. Fink holds gold key 
to building presented by contractor. 
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Square Dancing On 
Horseback Popular 
With Texas Riders 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ringleader of the group is 
C. C. Gray, serving as contract 
manager. Gray is in Tool Room 
and Fixtures (Dept. 81), and 
was one of the original group 
which first developed the horse¬ 
back square dancing. 

The routing which the dancing 
ponies follow is quite similar to 
the traditional square dance rou¬ 
tine. The caller calls the turns 
in exactly the same fashion, and 
uses the same terms. The mount¬ 
ed couples have to persuade their 
horses to be at the right place 
at the right time, as required by 
the caller. 

They “promenade,” circling two 
abreast with the couples holding 
hands. They “wave the ocean and 
wave the sea” and perform 
dozens of other capers. 

Each mounted square dancer is 
costumed straight from a west¬ 
ern-style shoot-’em movie. High- 
heeled boots, western riding 
pants, loudly decorated shirts 
and broad-brimmed hats. The 
couples dress as twins, but each 
couple has its own individual 
color scheme, resulting in a rain¬ 
bow of colors as their ponies 
carry them around the arena. 

The aggregation dubs itself 
“The Cowtown Quadrille,” and 
last season appeared at shows 
and rodeos in Huntsville, Dublin, 
Ft. Worth, Weatherford, Mineral 
Wells, Bowie, Decatur, Denton 
and other cities. A similar sea¬ 
son is anticipated this year. 

Dance managers are J. B. Nel¬ 
son, of Mating and Wing Com¬ 
pletion (46), and J. A. Pixler, 
whose wife Lorene is in Sub-As¬ 
sembly (73). Other regulars in 
the group include W. P. Woods, 
of Tool Room and Fixtures (81) 
and Mrs. Woods; Donald Martin 
of Metal Forming (31) and Dovie 
Lee Gray, daughter of the Con¬ 
tract manager and Mrs. Gray; 
and Betty June and Joan Hoff¬ 
man, daughters of T. E. Hoffman, 
of Inspection (27). 

Nine couples, three of them 
from outside Convair, are now re¬ 
hearsing. More Convair couples 
are sought by the Cowtown 
Quadrille, according to Gray. 
Complete information may be ob¬ 
tained by telephoning Gray at 
6-1630 after first-shift working 
hours. 


[G53|‘ 



“They’ll wait a long time be¬ 
fore I’ll pay $25 for a pair of 
shoes . . . say, here’s a cute pair 
for only $24.50!” 



ELEVATOR LINE—This shot of an assembly line for work on a row of B-36 elevators was made 
by a Convair FW photographer simply because he thought it unusually photogenic. Print proves 
he was right. 


SD Passes Million 
Hour Safety Mark 
Without Accident 

Convair SD this week was well 
into its second million man hours 
without a disabling accident. 

The last such accident was on 
March 30 and thus April was 
completely free. Best recent rec¬ 
ord was from Jan. 24 to March 
15 when the plant went for 2,- 
285,000 man hours without a dis¬ 
abling accident. 


General to Speak 
To FW Management 

Maj. Gen. K. B. Wolfe, of Air 
Materiel Command headquarters 
has accepted an invitation t 
speak before the Convair Man¬ 
agement club in a meeting May 
28, it was announced last week 
by Sam E. Keith, Jr., club presi¬ 
dent. 

Club officers and chairmen this 
week were making final details 
for the affair, and members will 
be advised shortly. General Wolfe 
is director of ACS’s Procurement 
and Planning division, located at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force base, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


SD Factory Organization 
Undergoes Streamlining 

Convair SD’s factory organization underwent stream¬ 
lining treatment late last month. Organizational consoli¬ 
dations reduced the major sub-divisions reporting to 
Factory Manager Paul Stevens from five to four. The 
new lineup is: 


6-36 Gets large Measure of Credit' 
For Success of Aerial Demonstration 


1. Fabrication (A. R. Johnson, 
superintendent). 

2.. Major Assembly (John Doig, 
superintendent). 

3. Maintenance (John Petit, 
superintendent). 

4. Primary Assembly, Final 
Assembly, Interior Trim, Flight 
Operations (John Hopman, super¬ 
intendent). 

Under the new organization, 
Petit, formerly head of Fabrica¬ 
tion, replaces J. M. Kite as head 
of Maintenance. Kite has left the 
company. Johnson, formerly in 
charge of Interior Trim and Field 
Operations, takes over Fabrica¬ 
tion. Interior Trim and Field 
Operations are merged with 
Primary and Final Assembly 
under Hopman. Major Assembly 
remains unchanged under Doig. 

“The move was taken to im¬ 
prove our organizational effi¬ 
ciency,” Stevens explained, “and 


During its first year of opera¬ 
tion, back in 1924, Consolidated 
produced $211,000 worth of air¬ 
planes for the Army, at a net 
profit of $201.98. 


to consolidate those functions 
that are closely akin.” 

Stevens said the present basic 
departmental lineup is expected 
to continue, regardless of volume 
of business. He said the change 
has no connection with the degree 
of activity in the factory and is 
only for the purpose of achieving 
a more streamlined organization. 


The Convair B-36 has been 
given a large measure of credit 
for success of a recent air demon¬ 
stration before high-ranking gov¬ 
ernment officials, according to 
copies of a letter received last 
week at the Convair FW division. 

The letter was written by Maj. 
Gen. W. E. Kepner, commander 
of the U. S. Air Force Air Prov¬ 
ing Ground, Eglin Air Force 
Base, Florida, to the Chief of 
Staff, USAF. 

It said in part: 

“The success of the recent air 
demonstration conducted by the 
Air Proving Ground for the joint 


orientation group of the Secre¬ 
tary of Defense’s office was due 
in a great degree to the bombing 
mission of the B-36 aircraft. 

“The intensity and rapidity of 
the efforts of the Air Materiel 
Command and the personnel of 
the Convair Ft. Worth Division 
made . . . (it) possible for the 
aircraft to continue its . . . test 
program and to participate in the 
air demonstration . . . Such a 
spirit of co-operation and unity 
of purpose is greatly appreciated 
by the Air Proving Ground in 
the furtherance of the Air Force 
mission.” 



KEY MEN—These four 'Convair men hold top factory jobs at SD in new streamlined organization. 
Left to right: Supt. John Doig (Major Assembly); Supt. A. R. Johnson (Fabrication); Supt. John Petit 
(Maintenance); and Supt. John Hopman (Primary & Final Assembly, Interior Trim, Flight Operations). 



COMBINATION PARTY—Convair FW Industrial Relations 
girls (3), combined three birthdays and a going-away party into one 
celebration. Honorees were, left to right: Nell Bowden, Mary Har¬ 
well, secretary to Division Manager Ray O. Ryan, who resigned to 
become a housewife; Yada Young and Faye McDade. Mrs. Harwell 
is the wife of J. E, Harwell, superintendent of Major Assembly. 


Life Covers B-36 
For Photo Spread 

A writer-photographer team 
gathering material for a feature 
spread in Life magazine spent 
last week shooting hundreds of 
pictures at Convair FW and ad¬ 
jacent Carswell Air Force Base. 

Thomas Carmichael came from 
Life’s headquarters in New York 
City, and was joined on the as¬ 
signment by Joseph Scherschel 
of the Dallas office. They made 
photos of assembly line produc¬ 
tion, including shots of moving 
the B-36 line at midnight, and 
takeoffs of both' model B’s and 
the jet-pod equipped B-36 in ad¬ 
dition to photos of the XC-99. 
They planned to make flight 
photos at Carswell. 


45 APPRENTICES AT SD 
Forty-five apprentices are cur¬ 
rently in training at Convair SD, 
the Aircraft Apprenticeship Com¬ 
mittee was informed at a meeting 
last month. They are in the fol¬ 
lowing trades: Tool and Die, 17; 
Patternmaker, 2; Machinist, 3; 
Sheet Metal, 7; Electrician, 7; 
A. and E., 9. 



FIRST AF CREW FOR XC-99—Shown here is the first Air 
Force crew to be checked out on Convair’s XC-99. They are in FW 
for flight testing of the giant ship before delivery to the Air Force. 
Left to right are: Lt. Col. Robert R. Shaefer and Maj. Larry D. 
Dennis, pilots; Lt. Stephen X. Bagrowski, M/Sgt. Willard E. Shaw 
and Lt. Douglas R. Smith, flight engineers; and Paul F. Bikle, flight 
test engineer. All are from headquarters of Air Materiel Command, 
Wright-Patterson AF Base, Dayton, Ohio. 












































June 13 Set Aside as Savings Bond' Day For Convair FW 
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Expanded Recreation Program 
In Sight for Personnel at FW 

Following close upon installation of vending machines 
at Convair FW, plans for a widely expanded recreational 
program capable of providing additional activities for 
every Convair family were announced this week by R. J. 
Donnelly, manager of Industrial Relations. 


FW Pockets 
Opened For 
Needy Ones 

Convair FW employees 
and Convair itself opened 
both their hearts and their 
pocketbooks to the tune of 
more than $46,000 in cash 
plus inestimable amounts of 
clothing* and manpower 
when disaster struck Ft. 
Worth and 348 Convair fam¬ 
ilies in the flood last month. 

J. B. Ellis, chairman of the 
Emergency Flood Committee for 
Convair employees, announced at 
month’s end that employee con¬ 
tributions totaled $25,897.25 to 
the general fund. 

In addition, an estimated $5,000 
was contributed and distributed 
within various departments at the 
plant. 

Swelling the assistance to more 
than $46,000 was $15,000 contrib¬ 
uted by Convair. LaMotte T. 
Cohu, Convair president, an¬ 
nounced the contribution to the 
Ft. Worth Star-Telegram flood 
relief fund, which in turn speci¬ 
fied that the entire amount would 
go only to Convair FW families 
who suffered flood losses. 

Money disbursements were 
being made by the finance sub¬ 
committee headed by E. G. Cros¬ 
ier. In addition to making 
awards to families with a des¬ 
perate emergency financial need, 
the committee made payments to 
(Continued on page 8) 


City Thanks Convair 
For Help in Flood 

The city of Ft. Worth has ex¬ 
pressed its thanks to Convair FW 
workers who aided in the recent 
flood disaster through a letter to 
division manager Ray O. Ryan. 
The letter signed by W. O. Jones, 
city manager, reads: 

“I wish to express to you, per¬ 
sonally, my thanks and apprecia¬ 
tion for the fine work you and 
Convair employees did in connec¬ 
tion with the recent flood and 
'atastrophe in our city. Re¬ 
sponses of your organization to 
the call for help was marvelous. 
However, it is nothing more than 
anyone could expect from the 
fine Convair organization.” 

The letter also extended the 
thanks of Mayor F. Edgar Deen 
and the city council of Ft. Worth. 


The expanded recreational pro¬ 
gram, Donnelly said, is in line 
with the company’s consistent ef¬ 
forts to assist Convair folk in 
participating in healthful, con¬ 
structive activities. 

It also is another step in the 
direction taken last week when 
candy, gum, cigarette and soft 
drink machines were installed 
throughout the plant for the con¬ 
venience of employees. 

“Revenue from the vending 
machines is closely connected with 
the recreational program,” Don¬ 
nelly said. “The details of the 
plan by which funds made avail¬ 
able through vending machines 
may be used for recreational ac¬ 
tivities have not yet been com¬ 
pleted but it is evident that the 
more the machines are patronized 
the greater will be the funds 
available for recreational pur¬ 
poses.” 

At the same time, it was an¬ 
nounced that a Convair recrea¬ 
tion association will be estab¬ 
lished as soon as details can be 
worked out. Every Convair 
FW employee automatically 
will gecome a member of the 
association. However, there 
will be no dues. All expenses 
for approved activities will be 
paid from the company’s ap¬ 
propriation. 

Eldon Frye, manager of Em¬ 


ployee Activities in Convair’s 
general offices at San Diego, will 
arrive in Ft. Worth next week 
to work with Donnelly. E. G. 
Crosier, Employee Services super¬ 
visor, and with employees inter¬ 
ested to assist in formation of 
the new association. 

“Many of the problems which 
we will encounter have already 
been dealt with and solved in the 
operation at San Diego,” said 
(Continued on page 8) 

B-36 Ash Trays On 
Sale Now at Cost 

A bright and shiny scale model 
of the Convair B-36 mounted atop 
an ash tray will be ordered by 
Convair FW employee services 
section for any employees who 
wish to pay the $8 each which 
they cost the company, E. G. 
Crosier announced this week. 

The models are made by a firm 
in California, and will be sold to 
employees at cost. Each model 
plane has a wing span of slightly 
more than ten inches, and is 
equipped with the jet pod nacel¬ 
les. Propellers may be turned. A 
sample of the ash tray model is 
on view for inspection in the Em¬ 
ployee Services Section, where 
orders may be placed. 



RECEIVES FLOOD CHECK—One of hundreds of flood-stricken 
Convair FW employees who received aid from the Emergency 
Flood Committee for Convair Employees was Lola P. Sargent, 
switchboard operator (I 1-5). Check was presented by A. L. Cowart, 
of the employee committee's finance sub-committee. Mrs. Sargent 
suffered loss of 90 per cent of her possessions in the flood. 



BUYS FIRST BOND—When W. E. Garrison, Convair FW Final 
Assembly (Dept. 50), heard that Convair was planning a savings 
bond drive on June 8, he started the drive off right by purchasing 
a $1,000 bond. Garrison, one of Convair FW's most ardent bond 
buyers, is shown above, left, receiving bond from Cashier B. C. 
Simmons. 

Payroll Deductions 
To Aid Bond Buyers 

Convair FW folk, always generous in their aid to 
others, next week will be given a new chance to help them¬ 
selves, according to D. C. Burrows, assistant division 
manager. 

Monday, June 13, has been 
designated as Savings Bond Day 
at the Ft. Worth Division. 

A card has been prepared for 
each employee. On Monday, each 
employee’s immediate supervisor 
or foreman will ask the employee 
to designate on the card whether 
or not he wishes to purchase sav¬ 
ings bonds by means of payroll 
deduction. 

Burrows pointed out that the 
U. S. Savings Bonds are the 
peace-time version of the “War 
Bonds” which Convair employees 
bought by the millions during 
World War II, and have the same 
advantages now that those bonds 
did then. 

“Convair’s payroll deduction 
system provides one of the 
easiest, surest and most pain¬ 
less ways in the world to save 
money,” Burrows said. 

By signing one of the cards 
Monday, the employee may spe¬ 
cify exactly how much money he 
wishes deducted from each pay 
check to go toward purchase of 
a bond. 


The Accounting Department 
sets up an account in the employ¬ 
ee’s name, and credits that ac¬ 
count with the amount of money 
deducted from each pay check. 
When the total deducted is suffi¬ 
cient to cover the purchase of the 
bond specified by the employee, 
the bond is issued in his name 
and delivered to him. 

“For any Convair families who 
want to increase their own secur¬ 
ity in the future,” Burrows said, 
“there is no better method in the 
world. 

“Savings bonds still pay you $4 
for every $3. For every three 
dollars you invest now, you will 
receive four dollars when the 
bonds mature in ten years. If it 
is necessary to cash the bonds 
before maturity, you may do so, 
but you won’t receive as much 
interest as if you wait the full 
ten years. 

“Savings bonds, too, are an ex¬ 
cellent means of building up a 
fund for some special purpose. 
Maybe you’ve been wanting a 
(Continued on page 8) 


Assembler (Goal - $10,000) Starts 
FW Bond Drive With First Purchase 


Sixty-six-year-old Walter E. 
Garrison, Convair FW assembler 
in Final Assembly (50), is a fel¬ 
low who doesn’t have to be “sold” 
on U. S. Savings Bond purchases. 

When he learned that there 
would be a plant-wide campaign, 
Monday, June 13, to encourage 
purchases of bonds, Garrison hur¬ 
ried to see B. C. Simmons, cash¬ 
ier, and to become the first bond 
buyer in the campaign. 

“I’ll just buy a $1,000 bond to 
start the drive off right,” Garri¬ 
son told Simmons. “There isn’t 
any better place in the world for 
my money.” 

Garrison has worked at Con¬ 
vair for the last six and one-half 
years. He bought his first bond 
in January, 1943, and hasn’t 


missed a weekly pay check since 
putting something into bonds. 

The result: Well, Garrison has 
set himself a goal of $10,000 in 
savings bonds and he doesn’t 
have far to go. 

“Investing your money in bonds 
not only helps yourself, but also 
your country,” Garrison says. 
“My wife and I will have some¬ 
thing to live on if the time comes 
that I can no longer work at 
Convair.” 

The Garrisons have raised and 
educated eight sons and daugh¬ 
ters, and now have 13 grand¬ 
children. 

“That’s the reason we didn’t 
get started any earlier on our 
savings, but we’re making up for 
it now in U. S. Savings Bonds,” 
Garrison explains. 



FLOOD WRECKAGE—At left is small home originally located on White I of road. Center shows what Montgomery Ward looked like from a boat. Right: 

Settlement road in FW, found after the flood atop another home at other side | crowds watch waters at Seventh and University Drive.—All photos contributed. 
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SD Store Hours 

Following are store hours at Convair 
SD: 

SAFETY SUPPLY CRIB (north end 
of building 7) open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
week days. Safety shoes and prcsc na¬ 
tion glasses sold only from 8:30 to 10:30 
and 3 to 5. 

TOOL STORE (north end of building 
7), open Mondays and Wrdnescb'ys 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Tuesdays, Thurs¬ 
days and Fridays 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

EMPLOYEES’ SALVAGE STORE 
(near gate 5 at north end of plant), 3 
p.m. to 4:30 every Tu 2 sday and 3 p.m. 
to 5:30 every Thursday. 



DOUBLE SURPRISE—One 
day recently at SD Elaine Reid, 
department clerk for Supt. John 
Hopman, laid secret plans for a 
surprise party to observe the 
birthday of J. B. Torrance, L-13 
and Version Proofing general 
foreman. As it was her birthday, 
too, Elaine was just a bit hurt 
that no one even said “Happy 
Birthday” to her. No one did 
until the whistle blew and then 
they did, plenty. For, while 
Elaine was planning a surprise 
party for Torrance, Torrance and 
the rest of the gang had been 
doing the same for her! 



BOSS TURNS TABLES—On 
her last day at work at Convair 
FW, Mildred Wilmoth, (7-1), is 
waited on by her boss, W. E. 
Magnuson, superintendent of 
Fabrication departments (30 and 
31), who serves her a fried 
chicken lunch. The luncheon, 
given by Mildred’s friends, was 
in appreciation of her long ser¬ 
vice at Convair FW—almost 
§even years. 


Transfers 

SAN DIEGO 

The following were transferred from 
San Diego to Ft. Worth effective June 6 : 
Earl E. James, Jr., Edward D. Rohn, 
Dept. 6. 

Promotions 

FT. WORTH 

The following were promoted to or 
within supervision and professional and 
administrative: 

Dept. 6, Enginering: Joseph I. Concha 
to aerodynamicist B ; Richard Scott 
Padgham to engineer designer B ; Will 
A. Ransom to engineer designer B ; 
James Reid Vaughan to engineer de¬ 
signer B ; Orville A. Hall to field ser¬ 
vice representative C. 

Dept. 7, Works Manager’s Office: Wil¬ 
liam H. Govett to superintendent. 

Dept. 9, Accounting: Donald Earl 
Ransom to general supervisor ; James E. 
Dering to general supervisor; A. C. 
Martinson to general supervisor; W. D. 
Strong to supervisor. 

Dept. 12, Flight: B. A. Erickson to 
manager of flight. 

Dept. 43, Bomb Bay: L. M. Mayfield 
to general foreman. 

SAN DIEGO 

Dept. 6, N. H. Dorn to aerodynamicist 
A effective May 16. 

Service Pins 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received service pins 
during the period May 24 to June 6: 

Fifteen-year pins: F. J. O’Connor, 
Dept. 4 ; L. O. Cederwall, Dept. 6 ; Leo 
Budzynski, Dept. 24. 

Ten-year pins: E. R. Wiles, Dept. 5 ; 
C. E. Edenfield, Sr., L. A. Pfankuch, 
R. H. Robbins, E. J. Saville, H. D. 
Vander Putten, Dept. 6 ; J. V. Bodien, 
Dept. 124; F. C. Buzzelli, Dept. 330. 

Five-year pins: Kathryn J. Scoggins, 
Dept. 1-11 ; E. W. Sutton, Dept. 3 ; O. G. 
Downs, Dept. 9 ; Lois I. Gillies, Dept. 22 ; 
J. A. Blessing, Dept. 23; LaVon O. 
Rainer, Dept. 31 ; W. H. Roe, Dept. 245 ; 
J. J. McFarland, Dept. 270 ; H. F. Blake¬ 
ly, June W. Fennell, Dept. 335. 

FT. WORTH 

The following received five-year ser¬ 
vice pins during the period May 13 
through May 26: 

E. M. Brown, P. D. Chilton, Dept. 6 ; 
J. B. Nesmith, Dept. 11 ; E. D. Dearson, 
Dept. 14; E. F. Smitherman, A. C 
Stiles, Dept. 20 ; W. O. McCollum, M. F. 
Giersch, W. N. Salyer, Dept. 22 ; E. B. 
Gregg, L. Jones, S. Baxter, Dept. 25. 

J. M. Nichols, Dept. 27; F. E. Hutto, 
Dept. 31 ; D. W. Broom, J. D. Bradley, 
Dept. 43 ; T. O. Jennings, E. P. Mason, 
A. Dale, Wilton White, P. N. Cohen, 
C. A. Potter, L. M. Melton, W. C. 
Blevins, Dept. 44 ; A. E. Nix, J. L. Rich¬ 
ardson, J. L. Hughes, C. R. Cantrell, 
Dept. 45; E D.. Mullennix, Dept. 46; 
W. A. Pearson, W. P. Wiethorn, W. E. 
Peacock, J. L. Weddle, Dept. 50. 

P. V. Kelley, C. E. Elliott, E. D. 
Black, E. T. Westmoreland, J. D. Mc¬ 
Mahan Jr., W. K. Andress, Dept. 61 ; 
L. R. Kerns, Dept. 73; E. R. Muncy, 
Dept. 81 ; F. Morris, Dept. 82. 

Awards 

SAN DIEGO 

The following received employee sug¬ 
gestion awards totaling $48 for the 
period ending May 26: 

R. K. Munn, Dept. 22; J. R. Brown, 
Dept. 26; R. J. Roy, Dept. 115 ; J. A. 
O’Conner, Jr., Dept., 232 ; G. Tahan, 
Dept. 235 ; C. E. Birch, Dept. 270. 

Births 

SAN DIEGO 

CONNOR—Daughter, Judy, 8 lbs., 
born May 17, to Mr. and Mrs. Jerry C. 
Connor, Dept. 24. 

HONG—Daughter, Marilee Kim, 7 lbs. 
6 oz., born May 9, to Mr. and Mrs. Y. 
Kim Hong, Dept. 130. 

SWEET—Daughter, Mary Teresa, 6 
lbs. 7 oz., born May 16, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas E. Sweet, Dept. 24. 

FT. WORTH 

CLANTON—Son, Bobby Ray, 8 lbs. 2 
oz., born May 23 to Mr. and Mrs. J. B. 
Clanton, Dept. 61. 

ROBERTS—Daughter, Robin Lynn, 8 
lbs. 15 oz., born Ma'y 14 to Mr. and 
Mrs. C. H. Roberts, Dept. 30. 

SISK—Son, Arvil Ernest, 8 lbs. 12 oz., 
born May 12 to Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Sisk, 
Dept. 27-5. 

Hitchhikers 

FT. WORTH 

H. J. Borgeld desires ride or car pool 
to and from 3805 Fitzhugh, 7:30 a.m., 
4:15 p.m. Ext. 2153. 

E. S. Box, Dept. 47, needs ride to and 
from work, from 3318 Avenue E, 7 a.m., 
3:45 p.m. Ext. 5216. 


INSPECTION MAN WEDS 
M. A. Halstead, Convair FW 
Inspection (27-0), was married 
May 7 to Miss Elsie King of San 
Angelo. The double-ring cere¬ 
mony was performed at the home 
of the bridegroom’s mother, Mrs. 
Dorothy Halstead. The couple 
is now at home at 201 Galveston. 


Quicker Way To 
Test Bomb Drop 
Nets $345 at FW 

Because he thought there 
ought to be a quicker, easier 
and cheaper way to test the 
complex and intricate elec¬ 
trical wiring on the Convair 
B-36’s bomb-dropping system, 
and because he took the trouble 
to figure it out, one Convair FW 
employee is going to have $345 
he hadn’t counted on. 

He is Willis D. McClure, of 
Field Operations (61), who was 
one of a crew of men who had 
been spending days on each B-36 
produced to learn if one particu¬ 
lar bomb-dropping system was 
properly installed. 

To accomplish this, they had to 
install the bomb-racks, turn on 
the ship’s electrical power sys¬ 
tem, then operate the bomb re¬ 
leases as they would be operated 
in actual bomb-dropping, after 
which the bomb racks had to be 
removed again. 

McClure had an idea there 
ought to be a better way. He 
reasoned that since they needed 
only to know if the circuits were 
properly hooked up, he could 
eliminate installation of the bomb 
racks and slings if he had a test 
box on which lights would flash 
to indicate proper circuit connec¬ 
tions when bomb-dropping 
switches were thrown. 

He wrote his idea on an Em¬ 
ployee Suggestion form such as 
are found in the familiar red, 
white and blue boxes throughout 
the plant. 

Under direction of Walter 
Bradley, of Industrial Engineer¬ 
ing (8-1), engineers made a study 
of the operation as it was set up 
then, and compared it to Mc¬ 
Clure’s proposal. 

They found that the test took 
an average of 210 hours—or the 
equivalent of one man working 
26 days. They figured that under 
McClure’s plan, that time could 
be reduced considerably. So they 
arranged to build such a test box 
as McClure had suggested. 

Soundness of the aircraft 
mechanic’s idea was proven when 
tests showed that the same test 
could be accomplished with the 
test box in only one and one-half 
hours. 

That not only reduces produc¬ 
tion time, but also results in sav¬ 
ings of several thousand dollars 
each year. 

After study of the results ob¬ 
tained from McClure’s proposal, 
the Employee Suggestion com¬ 
mittee recommended that he be 
awarded $172.50 now, and an ad¬ 
ditional $172.50 in six months if 
the testing system is still in use, 
a total of $345. 

McClure’s award is the largest 
thus far in 1949 at FW, and is 
his first effort in making an 
employee suggestion. Thus far, 
186 such awards have been made 
in 1949 for a total of almost 
$3,500. 

Two of the most substantial 
awards recently went to C. W. 
Fowler, of Production Control 
(22-1), who received $160 for a 
new method of preparing and re¬ 
leasing the manufacturing parts 
list, and L. F. Perkins, of Mater¬ 
ial (4-1), who devised a new and 
less expensive method of 
handling the material code book. 


FW Engineers Hold 
'Eagle Nest' Picnic 

Convair FW Industrial Engi¬ 
neering Personnel (Dept. 8), were 
scheduled to picnic at the “Eagle 
Nest,” on Eagle Mountain Lake, 
Saturday, June 4. 

Industrial Engineering super¬ 
vision were hosts at the party. 
Entertainment planned included 
speed boating, swimming, danc¬ 
ing, fishing and tennis. 




TIME AND MONEY SAVER—Willis D. McClure, of Convair FW 
Field Operations (61), demonstrates electrical test box which he 
suggested and which won him $345 due to time and money saved 
in testing B-36 bomb-dropping system. 



SCENES AT DANCE—Nylon hose, no less! Young ladies in 
lower photo try on hose won as door prizes at dance last month 
given by supervision for all Major Assembly departments at FW 
(43, 44, 45, 46) at Lake Worth Casino. Upper picture shows dance 
floor. 



WISE MEN—Pictured outside the safety office at Convair SD 
is E. R. Nielsen (Dept. 245), who recently joined the ranks of the 
wise who protected their eyes with safety glasses. Nielsen’s glasses 
were broken (but he was unhurt) when a bit fragment from an 
electric drill struck the lens. 
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XC-99 SAYS FAREWELL—At left above is Convair-built XC-99 during engine 
run just before big ship rolled across the field to its new home with the Eighth 
Air Force at Carswell AF base. In group at scooter checking last-minute op¬ 
erations are Works Manager K. F. Leaman, Supts. Grady Henry and W. H. 
Govett and R. R. Hoover, XC-99 project engineer. Center photo shows last 


transaction on plane as Capt. Robert Walling of AF Procurement Office signs 
his name before piloting plane on taxi trip. Holding papers is Leonard Roe 
(Contracts, I I), while in center is Hoover, project engineer. In right photo, Capt. 
Walling (left) turns over plane's keys at Carswell to Col. M. M. Hammack. This 
act climaxed a 6 , / 2 -year task since plane was first authorized. 


Convair Livestock Breeders' Raise 
Backyard Chinchillas ($50 an Oz.) 


At least three Convair SD men 
have combined a novel hobby with 
what they hope will be a profit¬ 
able undertaking—raising Chin¬ 
chillas. 

The tiny animals — worth 
around $50 an ounce on a good 
market—are known because of 
the high quality of their pelts. 
Their fur is so fine and soft 
that human fingers are scarcely 
conscious of contact when light¬ 
ly stroking their backs. 

Convair SD breeders include 
Merle Goodhart, Kenneth Richey, 
and James Boyd, all of Dept. 136. 
Goodhart has 11 and Richey and 
Boyd a dozen each. They keep 
the animals in cages at their 
homes. Richey has a small hut 
in his backyard and Goodhart 
ujes part of his garage. 

So far as the market price is 
cm.erned, males come off a poor 
second to females. The present 
going retail price is $1,200 for a 
], air, bred. Of this sum, however, 
the femaie accounts for a good 
two-thirds. That is because there 
are more males born than fe¬ 
males. 

The market now is chiefly to 
potential breeders, who like 
Richey, Goodhart and Boyd ex¬ 
pect to make a profit by letting 
nature increase their invest¬ 
ment. Individual pelts are so 
valuable that comparatively 
few in the world can afford to 
buy a coat made from them. 
(Movie star, Rita Hayworth, 
reportedly bought one recently 
for $70,009!) It takes about 
200 pelts to make a full length 
coat. 

“They are really easy to care 
for, so long as they are kept in a 
clean place where the tempera¬ 
tures are moderate,” Richey ex¬ 
plained. “We feed specially pre¬ 
pared pellets, alfalfa, and leaves 


from the flowering maple tree. 
The leaves contain all the min¬ 
erals the animals need.” 

Chinchillas were imported to 
the U. S. some years ago from 
Chile where they have become 
almost extinct. There are ap¬ 
proximately 50,000 in captivity. 
They weigh from one to one and 
a half pounds; have powerful 
hind legs that give them light¬ 
ning speed; look like rabbits but 
are not connected with the rabbit 
family, coming from the rodenta 
group. 

“They become quite tame and 
ultimately will eat out of your 
hand,” Goodhart remarked. 
“Their fur is so thick that no ver¬ 
min like fleas, lice or mites, can 
exist on them. They bathe fre¬ 
quently, too, but they use a com¬ 
bination of talcum powder and 
fuller’s earth (a fine clay) in 
which to dust themselves.” 

Chinchillas breed usually when 
about a year old and bear litters 
of one to four. Richey was amaz¬ 
ingly fortunate March 28 when 
one of his females bore triplets, 
all girls! 

It is the love life of the Chin¬ 
chillas that is unique in the 
animal kingdom. Doubtless the 
female’s fierce attitude is re¬ 
sponsible for strict fidelity. 
They choose one mate and only 
death or long separation will 
part them. 

“In case of death or forced 
separation, a female will obedi¬ 
ently accept another mate,” 
Richey related. “However, she 
will remain steadfastly true to 
the current mate, fiercely attack¬ 
ing any new male.” 

Thus far, breeders have 
never found a way to avoid the 
necessity of having one male 
for each female. The latter 
show no mercy to “two-timers.” 



WORTH MORE THAN GOLD—From a weight standpoint, that 
is literally true of these tiny animals known as Chinchillas, highly 
valued because of their high quality fur. Convair SD has three 
breeders, two of whom are shown here with their animals, Merle 
Goodhart, left, and Kenneth Richey, both Dept. 136. What ears are 
to rabbits, tails are to Chinchillas—a handy thing to hold them by. 
That is how Goodhart and Richey have these two animals anchored. 
In center cage between the men is a great rarity in Chinchilla circles, 
triplets, all girls! Inset shows that a Chinchilla taking a bath is too 
fast for camera shutter at 200th of a second.- All you see is a blur 
as animal dusts himself in talcum-fuller’s earth combination. 


AF Accepts XC-99 
Climaxing 6Y2 Years 
Planning, Building 

The Convair XC-99, world’s 
largest troop transport-cargo car¬ 
rier land plane, is now in service 
with the Eighth Air Force and is 
stationed at Carswell AF base 
adjacent to Convair FW. 

End goal of millions of man¬ 
hours of engineering and produc¬ 
tion work at both Convair SD and 
FW, delivery of the 400-passen- 
ger military plane was completed 
at 6 p.m., on May 26. 

Tuned and primped by Field 
Operations (Dept. 61) crews, and 
certified by both Convair Inspec¬ 
tion (Dept. 27) and Air Force 
inspection teams on duty at the 
plant, the big ship finally was ac¬ 
cepted by Capt. Robert Walling 
on behalf of the Air Materiel 
Command. 

Capt. Walling ordered its six 
engines started and climbed into 
the three-story high pilot’s seat. 
Under his supervision, crew men 
worked through the check list as 
Convair employees and top divi¬ 
sion officials stood by to handle 
any last-minute details that 
might crop up. 

Then, with Leonard Roe, of 
Contracts (11) aboard, Walling 
eased the throttles forward 
slightly and Ninety-nine began 
its taxi across the field. 

Delivery of the airplane came 
approximately six years and five 
months after the Air Force ap¬ 
proved the contract for its con¬ 
struction on the last day of 1942. 
This was accomplished despite 
the fact that the work had a low 
priority during the war, and that 
work was stopped entirely for a 
period of months due to the de¬ 
mand for craft needed in the war. 

All engineering and production 
on the Ninety-nine was preform¬ 
ed at San Diego with exception 
of the wing. The wing, identical 
with that used on the B-36 sister 
ship, was made at Ft. Worth and 
shipped to San Diego on four flat 
cars for mating with the fuselage 
there. 

The Ninety-nine has a wing 
span of 230 feet, as does the B- 
36, but it is 182^ feet long and 
57 V 2 feet high, 20 feet longer and 
10 feet higher than the B-36. 

Gross weight is 265,000 pounds. 
It can haul 400 fully equipped 
troops, or 100,000 pounds of 
cargo, as it did recently in set¬ 
ting an unofficial world record 
for airplanes. 

If necessary, it can carry 300 
litter patients and their atten¬ 
dants. Top speed is more than 
300 miles per hour, and maximum 
range, with reduced loads is 8,100 
miles. Volume of the fuselage 
interior is 30,000 cubic feet, 
equivalent to the volume of 10 
railroad freight cars. 

Chief wartime use of the XC- 
99 would be for rapid transporta¬ 
tion of soldiers and materiel in 
quantities heretofore considered 
impossible. It is the only air¬ 
plane in existence that could haul 
the largest components of a 
ground force division. 


Army Officer Praises Convair-Liners 


“Drop me a line along the way 
if you fly on a Convair-Liner, 
and tell me how you like the 
trip.” 

Those were among the last 
words C. M. Wallin (Dept. 221 
SD) called to his father, E. L. 
Wallin, retired army officer, as 
the latter took off for a flying 
tour of the east. The son got 
prompt service. Here is an ex¬ 
cerpt of what the army man had 
to write about flying from Mem¬ 
phis to Nashville to Knoxville via 
an American Convair-Liner: 


“ . . . the interior was a sweet 
relief, the window space is the 
best I have seen—believe me the 
window panes have a lot to do 
with passenger comfort—the Con¬ 
vair-Liner has less vibration and 
noise than other planes I’ve rid¬ 
den in, particularly as it leaves 
the ground. At each take-off the 
run is the shortest I’ve known. 
The stewardess on our plane said: 
‘We are crazy about Convair- 
Liners—tickled pink.’ ” 

Wallin added that he was just 
as pleased as the stewardess. 



LINDBERGH VISITS—Col. Charles A. Lindbergh (second from 
left) is shown when he visited Convair FW in May. Shown beside 
the Convair B-36 in which the famed aviator flew as co-pilot are, 
left to right: B. A. Erickson, manager of Flight (12) and pilot on 
the flight; Lindbergh, Col. Beverly H. Warren, chief, Ft. Worth 
Procurement Field Office of the Air Materiel Command, and Ray 
O. Ryan, division manager. 




Miggcitcj mmr iot the B-36 boroher. built by the Company. 

Sine* the ultimate purpme of the B-36 airrraft it to tccurr and maintain 
peace throughout the world. we, the undesigned judge* of the contest h*v r 
unanimously selected "PEACEMAKER” front more than suggestions, 
and have respectfully recommended that the United State* Air Por<e adopt 
the name #1 official for the B-36. 





PEACEMAKER SHEEPSKIN—Here is a photograph of the 
“sheepskin” to be awarded to J. G. Bohn, Convair FW top winner 
in the B-36 naming contest, and to all other Convair employees who 
submitted the winning Peacemaker name. In addition to the certifi¬ 
cates, signed by Amon Carter, Maj. Gen. Roger M. Ramey and 
LaMotte T. Cohu, president and general manager of Convair, Bohn 
and four other Convair FW employes also will be given a ride in 
a B-36. 
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L-13 —Convair Liaison Plane Built For Air Force — Shows What It Can Do 



ON SHAKEDOWN flight a Convair L-13 with 
Pilot Dave Franks at the controls was caught by 
camera in these action shots. Upper strip shows 
takeoff. Note markers in background (denoting feet) 
and plane's short run before airborne. Wind was 
about 10 mph. Center strip shows Franks bring'ng, 
her down over Convair SD plant with full flaps (40 
degrees). 





WATCHING ENGINE RUN—Officers from U. S. Air Force 
Headquarters, Washington, stopped at Convair FW in May and, led 
by Division Manager Ray 0. Ryan, arrived in the Field Operations 
area in time to watch an engine test run of the new jet-pod equipped 
B-36. Left to right are: Capt. T. S. Schwellenbach, Capt. W. F. 
Bradley, Col. R. J. Friedman, Maj. Gen. F. H. Smith Jr., Ryan, 
Maj. Gen. F. H. Griswold, and Maj. Stephen P. Dillon. General Gris¬ 
wold is assistant deputy chief of staff for material. General Smith 
is assistant deputy chief of staff for programming. 


Look! A Feat of Strength! 



STRONG MEN?—Yes, of course. But they’re not as strong as 
all this might look. Not as strong as if those were the slabs of con¬ 
crete that they look like. But they’re Styrofoam, a new insulating 
material scheduled to go into B-36s. Each slab is five inches deep, 
12 inches wide and 108 inches long—but weighs only six pounds! 
Total load here is only 102 pounds—just barely a load for only one 
of the men: F. L. Miles, of Receiving and Stores (4-5), and R. C. 
Hailey, Jr., assistant foreman in the same department. 


38,000 B-36 Drawings Reduced to Tiny 
Size by Means of Microfilm Photos 

Lehman said that AMC plans 


Drawings made by engineers 
in the design and production of 
the Convair B-36, if spread out 
flat, probably would cover a good- 
sized Texas ranch but the Air 
Materiel Command is reducing 
them to a fraction of their origi¬ 
nal size by means of an extensive 
microfilming project. 

Paul R. Lehman, microfilm 
photographer from AMC’s head¬ 
quarters in Dayton, Ohio, shot 
photographs of approximately 
11,000 of the drawings at Convair 
FW in May. 

Those, added to the 27,000 
photographs made earlier of the 
original design drawings, gives 
an approximate total of 38,000 
drawings—and that does not in¬ 
clude thousands of drawings call¬ 
ing for changes. 

Wing Loading Job 

Praised by Pan Am 

Evidence that the wing center 
section for a Convair-Liner, ship¬ 
ped to Brownsville, Tex., from 
San Diego, May 10, did more than 
just “arrive safely” was received 
at Convair SD last week. Pan- 
American World Airways, whose 
maintenance base is at Browns¬ 
ville, wrote: 

“Convair wing center section 
for our damaged (plane) arrived 
and has been transported to the 
airport with very little difficulty, 
due largely to the excellent load¬ 
ing job on the car by your Ship¬ 
ping department.” (For detailed 
story on loading see CON- 



“Dad, can I have a dime to 
stave off my complete economic 
collapse?” 


to do a complete job from start 
to finish on all drawings used. 
He estimates that this project, 
which will be started in Novem¬ 
ber, will occupy him for about 
three months. 

From the thirty-five millimeter 
film, AMC ultimately will make 
about 50 complete sets of B-36 
drawings. These will be used by 
various Air Force bases to assist 
in solving maintenance and repair 
problems, and by some firms en¬ 
gaged in producing parts or 
equipment for .o-36s. 


AF Inspector Misses 
$17,000 Radio Prize 

Clarence Brown, Air Force in¬ 
spector at Convair FW, received 
one of the most important tele¬ 
phone calls of his life Sunday, 
May 22—but he didn’t know how 
':o answer it. The call was from 
‘Stop the Music” fabulous give¬ 
away program, asking Brown for 
the name of the “mystery mel¬ 
ody.” Brown didn’t know, and 
missed a chance to win prizes 
valued at $17,000. He did win an 
automatic washing machine, how¬ 
ever, for identifying “Goodnight, 
Ladies,” preceding the mystery 
tune. 



BIG ONES TO LITTLE ONES—Reducing large B-36 drawings 
at Convair FW to thirty-five millimeter microfilm for purposes of 
reproduction and for space-saving are, left to right, Paul R. Lehman, 
of Air Materiel Command; Qumy Smith of Engineering; and Mar-* 
jorie Dugan of Industrial Relations. 
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Given a Breeze, L-1 3 Meeds Scarcely More Than Backyard to Land or Takeoff 




WHAT'S THIS? A LOOP?—It is all in the way you look at the lower strip 
photo. Actually, Cameraman Tom Fitch shown at left is the one who did the 
loop, not the plane. Fitch, shown above with special K-21 electrically powered 
camera that takes a picture a second, posed himself in plane's path during takeoff. 
He kept firing as plane approached and soared easily over his head. Tom, mean¬ 
while, rolled over backwards following plane's flight with clicking shutter. Pictures 
in lower strip are what he took. The L-1 3, wh ch Convair builds for the Air Force 
for lia son and rescue tasks, does some remarkable stunts. When there is a brisk 
wind blowing, is the time that landings and takeoffs are out of this world. One 


time at Muroc, so the story goes, Convair Pilot Phil Prophett faced a 30 to 35 
mph. wind. A man held down each wing. When they let go, Phil was airborne! 
Landings with a 10-foot run are not uncommon, given a nice wind. The L-13 
weighs about 3200 pounds, less than an average automobile. It's not built for 
speed—though it can do over 100—but for getting in and out of tight places. 
In a matter of a few minutes the wings can be folded back for storage or towing. 
Incidentally, when wings fold back the wheels can be adjusted to automobile 
width tread, for ease in towing behind a car or truck. Its rate of climb is about 
935 feet a minute and altitude is in the neighborhood of 17,000 feet. 



TEN-YEAR MAN —GEORGE 
Cook, Convair FW foreman in 
Sub-Assembly, (73), recently re¬ 
ceived his ten-year pin for service 
at both SD and FW divisions. 
Cook started his Convair career 
at SD and transferred to FW in 
1942. 


Cohu Selected For 
Study on Security 

LaMotte T. Cohu, Convair 
president, recently was named to 
a subcommittee of the Munitions 
Board Aircraft Industry Advisory 
committee to study security in 
plane plants. Serving with him 
are L. C. Goad, vice-president of 
General Motors Corp., and C. E. 
Wilson, president of General 
Electric Co. 

Cohu also was appointed re¬ 
cently as a member of the Indus¬ 
trial Relations committee of the 
National Association of Manufac¬ 
turers. 


Former Piano Prodigy, Opera Singer (With Time Out 
To Captain a Warship) Directs Choral Group at SD 


When members of Convair 
SD’s Choral Club blend their 
voices at regular Monday eve¬ 
ning rehearsals, it is a safe bet 
that few know that their court¬ 
ly, courteous director was a 
piano prodigy at 6, an opera 
star at 16 and not so many 
years ago the captain of a war¬ 
ship. 

He is W. A. Neilson of Electric 
Bench, sandy-haired and bespec¬ 
tacled and so full of music that 
any attempts to draw the conver¬ 
sation away from that subject 
must be carefully veiled. 

“Our group has made a lot of 
progress, despite transfers,” Neil¬ 
son said this week. “We are re¬ 
hearsing now on such music as 
the Riff Song, Blue Moon, Just 
Alone and Desert Song . . . not 
too classical and old enough that 
they are familiar and give us no 
copyright problems. ... I wish 
we had a few more voices though, 
and they don’t have to be trained, 


either ... I can take care of: 
that ...” 

In fact, according to Jack 
Reynolds, singing commis¬ 
sioner, Neilson is doing more 
voice training now than direct¬ 
ing, preparing his group for 
public performances later and 
at the same time affording club 
members an unusual opportun¬ 
ity to gain experience and ex¬ 
pert instruction. 

“We are fortunate to have a 
director with such a distinguished 
background in music,” Reynolds 
added. 

Neilson, reared in Philadelphia, 
can’t remember when he couldn’t 
play a piano. He was instructed 
from an early age by his mother, 
an accomplished pianist, and at 6 
played for Adam Geibel, noted 
blind composer. A student at the 
Coombs Conservatory, Neilson 
received a piano teacher’s certifi¬ 
cate at the age of 12. More by 
accident than design, he branched 
out into singing when he won 


irst in a high school voice con¬ 
test. (His first operatic role was 
when he was 16, as the sheriff of 
Nottingham in Robin Hood, a per¬ 
formance put on by the Philadel¬ 
phia Operatic Society.) 

His dual musical career—piano 
and voice—continued until 1917 
when he joined the Navy. After 
the war he settled in Atlantic 
City and became prominent in 
that city’s musical affairs. For 
five years he directed and sang 
bass in a male quartet and later 
sang for three seasons with the 
Cosmopolitan Opera Co., having 
leading roles in such perform¬ 
ances as Aida, Carmen, Bohemian 
Girl, and Cavaleria Rusticana. 

As a reserve Naval officer, 
Neilson was called to active duty 
in the second World War and 
served with distinction, ultimately 
as skipper of an LCI and still 
later as captain of an attack 
cargo vessel. It was off Guadal¬ 
canal in 1943 that an incident oc¬ 
curred which ended part of Neil- 
son’s concert career. During an 
air raid one of the anti-aircraft 



FROM OPERA TO WARSHIPS—Convair SD’s Choral Club has 
a director who has been a man of many roles, both in and out of 
opera. A piano prodigy at 6 and a singer at 16, he also has cap¬ 
tained a man-o’-war. Photos show him, left to right, as he looks 
today; as he looked aboard Navy ship during war; and as he looked 
playing an operatic role. 


guns jammed with a live shell in 
danger of exploding. Neilson got 
it out but despite asbestos gloves 
one hand was severely burned. 
On the surface, Neilson treats the 
matter lightly: 

“That ended me so far as a 
piano concert is concerned . . . 
but I can still sing!” 


LINERS FEATURED 

TAA has initiated a Convair- 
Liner non-stop flight from Ade¬ 
laide to Sydney, billed as the 
“Cannonball Service,” because it 
is flown by the fastest passenger 
aircraft in Australia. 

Flying time by Convair-Liner 
between the two points will be 
2 hours, 55 minutes as compared 
to former flying time via Mel¬ 
bourne of 5 hours, 45 minutes. 



FIRE!—P. W, Leach, of Con¬ 
vair FW Pattern Shop (82), 
shows what happens after some¬ 
one has disregarded a safety 
warning and used the grinder on 
magnesium. Leach subsequently 
used steel on the grinder. Sparks 
resulted—and the sparks set 
the magnesium grindings afire. 
Leach, a member of the depart¬ 
ment’s safety committee, only 
posed for this photo to emphasize 
the danger of starting a fire if 
magnesium is used on a grinder. 
For the photo phony magnesium 
fire was started by Fire Chief 
C. H. Jones and Safety Engineer 
S. A. Gross—then extinguished. 


PINS DISCONTINUED 

Discontinuance of the two-year 
service emblem for Convair em¬ 
ployees was announced recently 
in a move to standardize recog¬ 
nition of company service. Award 
of 5, 10, 15 and 20-year pins will 
continue as in the past. 
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SD SOFTBALL HOPES—Here are the three teams on which Convair SD 
stakes its hopes of victory in city softball league play: “Convair, 1 ” “Convair Eagles” 
and “Convairiety,” pictured by SD Cameraman Warren Kemmer in this symbolic 
arrangement heralding the season’s opening. At left, grouped around the figure 
of its star pitcher, Bud Leesch, are: 1. J. W. (Curly) Swank, the team’s hustling 
catcher who is playing his third season. 2. Mike Clark, team manager who plays 
shortstop, a position he also held on last year’s championship team when “Convair” 
won the Double A title. 3. Ray Reinagel, known as “Old Folks,” because of his 
long softball career, playing his second season as utility infielder and catcher; 
highly dependable and among the team’s coolest competitors. 4. William (Weeping) 
Rivas, so known because he is the first to tangle with the umpire. A good, heady 
ball player of 15 years’ experience. 5. Pete Beyrer, infielder, who not too many 
years ago was the best softball catcher in San Diego and went to the nationals 
several times, catching the pitching ace, Eddie Meyers. Together they once struck 
out 27 of 28 in a title game. 6. Tony Berardini, outfielder, a veteran hustler and 
great competitor with a reputation of being a “clubhouse lawyer.” 7. Bud Leesch, 
for the last five years an outstanding chucker in southern California. He came up 
from the plant league, has the disposition, coolness and control of a champion. 
8. “Silent Ken” Ellis, an all-round athlete and Triple A veteran, plays second base. 
He came out of retirement this year but despite a layoff is among the city’s finest 
players. 9. Gil Crosthwaite (currently called “Convict” because of his attraction 
for parking tickets) plays third base; an excellent lead-off man, fast and heady, 
with a good arm. 10. N. L. (Greek) Nicholas, infielder, is playing his first season 
after moving up from the Double B loop. He is young, fast, has a powerful arm 
and a bright future. 11. Steve (Big) Rivas, is fast as lightning despite his 210 
pounds and is the team chatterbox on first base. Behind him are many years of 
heady ball. 12. Bob (Slammin’ Sam) Rose, the team’s leading hitter for two years, 
a fleet outfielder, with an arm like a rifle, is a top notch competitor and managed 
last year’s plant champions, Sheet Metal. Ranked close to, if not equal to, the 
“Convair” team is the “Convair Eagles” club, whose members are pictured in upper 
right. Last year the team placed second in the Industrial League and won the post 
season tournament under management of Woody Ross. Players are: 1. Arman 
(Tubby) DeValencia, second base, a former Sweetwater High star, who is playing 


his first year on the team and promises to be among its best performers. 2. W. L. 
(Tex) Heaton, first base, a three-year veteran who can be relied upon in any 
position in the infield. He shares the top hitting position at present. 3. A1 Romero, 
third base, an excellent hitter and one of the fastest men on the club, he also is 
a baseball star.- 4. Tom Estrada, shortstop, playing his first year for the Eagles, 
has played lots of softball in the SD area, most recently with Linda Vista. 5. John 
Graves, catcher, a two-year veteran who is the team’s most aggressive competitor. 
His continuous pep talks keep the club on its toes. 6. Sam Shepard, a former 
manager of several outstanding SD teams, assists Woodrow Ross, team manager, 
in coaching roles and also plays a sterling game in the outfield when required. 
7. O. W. (Woody) Brotherton, left field, is one of the team’s best fielders and also 
is tied with Heaton for the club’s batting leader. His timely hits already have 
won three games for the club. 8. R. E. Leadon, utility player usually in the field, 
is playing his first season with the team but shows excellent promise. 9. Charlie 
Splinter, playing his third season, is a catcher but also plays the outfield on occa¬ 
sion. One of the team’s finest players, an injured finger has kept him out of the 
lineup until recently. 10. Ralph East, best bunter in the club, plays both infield 
and outfield. This is his second season. He formerly played for El Cajon and 
La Mesa. 11. N. Sainz, known as the club’s “fly hawk” is the fastest outfielder on 
the team. He is playing his third season. 12 Woody Ross, team manager, usually 
plays first base. He has a long softball career including several seasons overseas 
in Europe. He is team’s “biggest” man, 6 feet 3 l /2 inches, 215 pounds. 13. R. S. 
(Farmer) Montgomery, pitcher, and rated Triple A. While in the service he pitched 
his team to three successive European Theater championships. A tireless chucker, 
he already has hurled one no-hit, no-run game and one one-hitter. At lower right 
is the “Convairiety” team, chiefly graduates from the plant league ranks who are 
playing their first season in the city loop... 1. John Alvarez, utility player. 2. R. E. 
Everson, second base. 3. George Lang, pitcher. 4. Dave Zatarin, left field. 
5. N. Steele, pitcher. 6. Elmer Horey, right field. 7. Henry Gracia, team manager 
and outfielder. 8. Dick Lehner, catcher. Other team members unavailable for pic¬ 
tures are: Phil Estrada, shortstop; Joe Arnieri, third base; Bob Longino, J. L. 
Rinner, and Jerry Owen, outfielders. 


Six Teams Vie for Lead 
In SD Plant Softball Loop 


Ash Bishop Takes Honors in Shooting 
As Banke Falls With Jammed Pistol 


At least six “red hot” softball 
teams were in contention for the 
lead in Convair SD’s plant league 
this week while two teams were 
tied for first. 

Heading the list with three 
wins and no losses were Tooling 
and Machine Shop while T-29ers 
were second with two victories 
and no defeats. Three teams— 
31 Rockets, Dept. 270, Control 
Surface—are also in good posi¬ 
tions with two wins apiece and 
a single loss. Welding has won 
two games and lost two while 
Material Control has suffered 
one loss; Material Stores two; 
Transportation two; 350 Sparkies 
three; and Jigs and Fixtures 
three. Each team plays once a 
week at Convair field. Following 


is a review of the games played 
up until May 28: 

Machine Shop df. Material 
Stores 20-8; Tooling df. 31 
Rockets 12-4; Control Surface df. 
Welding 18-15; T-29ers df. Jigs 
and Fixtures 19-3; Control Sur¬ 
face df. Transportation 24-3; Ma¬ 
chine Shop df. Dept. 270 12-7; 
31 Rockets df. Welding 12-5; 
Tooling df. 350 Sparkies 14-5; 
Dept. 270 df. Jigs and Fixtures 
13-1; Welding df. 350 Sparkies 
2-1; Machine Shop df. Jigs and 
Fixtures 12-11; Welding df. 
Transportation 14-4; Dept. 270 
df. Material Stores 16-2; 31 

Rockets df. 350 Sparkies 10-8; 
Tooling df. Control Surface 22-2; 
T-29ers df. Material Control 9-6. 


FW Bowling 

Second shift FW bowling league stand¬ 
ings as of May 25: 


Team W. L. 

Aluminators . 13 2 

Alley Cats . 11 4 

Mis-Fires . 11 1 

Yard Birds . 10 2 

Machine Shop No. 1 . 10 5 

Machine Shop No. 2 . 8 7 

Wingdings . 8 7 

Poinsettas . 7 8 

Machine Shop No. 3 . 6 9 

Deadline Kids . 6 9 

Pr 3 -Flight . 3 12 

Short Circuits . 3 12 

Bomberchamps . 3 12 

Bomberdears . 3 12 

Convair FW Summer Bowling League 
standings as of 31 May: 

TEAM W. L. 

Industrial Engineering .20 8 

Bomb Bay .18 10 

Butchers .-.18 10 

Outer Panel .17 11 

F.I.T.U.16 12 

Plant Engineers .-.16 8 

Experimental .16 12 

Wing Mating .14 10 

Machine Shop .13 15 

Mud Hens .12 16 

Inspection .10 18 

Aerodynamics .10 18 

Tooling Terrapins . 8 20 

Engineering . 6 22 


When O. C. Banke’s gun jam¬ 
med during the rapid fire round 
at the regular Convair SD Pistol 
Club shoot, Ash Bishop was quick 
to take advantage of the opening. 
He thereby dethroned Banke from 
the top perch he has held so 
regularly. 

Bishop tops the list for the 
shoot with 97-94-95 for a 286 
total and first in Class A while 
W. D. Dittmann was second with 
283 and A. W. Hotchkiss third at 
279. In Class B, Clarke Kerr was 
first with 278, Russ Morrissette 
second with 264. In Class C, 
Howard Heidmann led with 277 
followed by N. Kinnischtzke at 
258. 

Dittmann won the short na¬ 
tional match with 272 in Class A 


with Hotchkiss winning Class B 
and Tony Manino taking Class C. 


Washer Crown Goes 
To Go wins at FW 

Champion of all washer pitch¬ 
ers at Convair FW is Wesley 
Gowins, Nose and Tail (44), who 
defeated L. F. Ferguson, second 
shift champion, Plant Engineer¬ 
ing (25-3), in final play, May 25. 

Gowins is one of the three 
Gowin Brothers who went to the 
finals in the tournament after 
competing against each other. 

Approximately 76 washer 
pitchers participated in the 
spring tournament. Models of the 
washer-pitching cowboys were to 
be presented to the winners by 
Budge Lee, commissioner. 
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Prizes Awarded 
For Best Fish 

George Kuester (Plant Protec¬ 
tion SD) last week was awarded 
the regular $5 weekly CRA mer¬ 
chandise prize for catching the 
largest fish during the week (a 
24 pound, 8 ounce yellowtail), 
while two anglers won the month¬ 
ly $10 award. 

Ralph Ply (also Plant Protec¬ 
tion) won a $10 merchandise 
award with his 26 pound, 9 ounce 
yellowtail and was awarded a 
similar prize for a big halibut. 

To qualify, all fish must be 
caught on hook and line or spear 
and must be verified in writing, 
giving employee’s name, depart¬ 
ment number, type and weight of 
Fsh and where caught, and coun¬ 
tersigned by the boat skipper or 
boat house operator. The contest 
closes at 12 noon every Monday 
and verifications must be turned 
in to J. K. Field, Employee Serv¬ 
ice, prior to that time. 


Tennis Team at SD 
Humbles Solar 4-1 

Convair SD’s All-Star tennis 
team defeated Solar, May 21, 4 to 
1 in its first encounter of the sea¬ 
son. Following are the results, 
Convair players mentioned first: 
Jack Bowers defeated Jack An- 
gelman, 6-0, 6-3; Chuck Marshall 
defeated Ed Bailey, 6-3, 6-2; 
Bill Ravenscroft defeated Dick 
Bourne, 6-2, 3-6, 6-1; Bowers and 
McCharles defeated Smith and 
Bratton, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4; and Mar¬ 
shall and LeFebvre lost to 
Bourne and Bailey, 3-6, 6-3, 5-7. 



INTRA-PLANT LEAGUE AT FW—Upper left photo shows Major Assembly team in FW plant softball league. Back row, left to 
right, S. E. Keith, Jr., Weaver Barr, W. F. Sutton, Warren Tidwell, A. J. Narramore, Clifton White, H. E. Crossan; front row, 
Randell Rand, Brad Calhoun, A. L. Thomas, Morris Herring, Fred Daring, Roy Mills. Upper right is Flight team, back row, left to right, 
J. H. Stokes, S. J. Cichon, B. J. Ward, Maj. Stephen P. Dillon, J. E. Barnett, W. W. Weaver; front row, Sgt. Gordon Fish, Denzil Duncan, 
L. R. Hardy, A. H. Bell, E. C. Knight. Lower left is Engineering team, back row, left to right, Frank Renola, F. L. Delmasso, Gene 
Dugan, J. E. Johnson, Art Geistman; front row, Frank Caldarola, Ed Perry, Tony Caldarola, Fred Hopton-Jones, Tom Llewellyn, Orville 
Baker. Lower right is Material team, back row, left to right, R. H. Owens, C. B, Kirkley, Jim Kincannon, C. C. Bodine, Curtis Wilker- 
son, Leland James; front row, C. A. Taylor Jr., Jim Pratt, N. D. Chenault, Clark Cummins. 


FW Softballers in Sycamore League Maintain 
Tight Hold on First Place as Half Ends 


Holding on to a sure lead, the 
Convair FW softball squad in the 
Sycamore League finished in top 
position at the end of the first 
half of play, while other Convair 
teams moved down in final stand¬ 
ings. 

Star of final play in the Syca¬ 
more League was Dixie Walker, 
Convair pitcher, who hurled a no¬ 
hit game striking out 18 batters 
as his team turned back Nick’s 
Drive-in 6 to 0 on May 24. In the 
final game May 31, Convair took 
a narrow lead to defeat Central 
Freight, 6 to 5, a repeat perform¬ 
ance of a 4 to 3 victory over 
Bluff St. Welding, May 26. 

The first half scoreboard shows 
20 wins and 2 losses for the Con¬ 
vair team. League play account¬ 
ed for seven of the wins and one 
loss. 


The Bombers in the Texas 
League moved down to second 
place from the No. 1 spot held 
earlier. The team drew a “bye” 
for the last game of the first 
half, after winning from Superior 
Wholesale 15 to 7 on May 25. 

Final standings for first half 
play in the East Texas League 
show CVAC in third place, after 
losing by one point to Michael 
Electric in a 7 to 6 thriller. The 
May 30 game with Spiegel 
Jewelry was awarded the CVAC 
squad after an opposition player 
was declared ineligible. Casualty j 
of the final game was Manager 
Jack Brittain, who suffered a 
broken finger. 

Intra-plant standings remain 
the same after the cancellation 
of the two final games due to 
the flood. 



THIS IS THE WAY YOU HOLD IT—J. W. Smith, left, and 
W. E. Bradford, right, both Convair FW Nose and Tail (44), demon¬ 
strate to each other their own method of holding horseshoes in 
daily lunch-hour pitching session. 



'Has Beens' Leading 
SD Summer League 

Convair SD’s summer handicap 


SERIOUS BUSINESS — FW’s 
washer pitching championship 
brought nearly as much general 
interest as a world series. Above, 
L. F. Ferguson, Plant Engineer¬ 
ing (25-3) pitches in finals which 
he lost to Wesley Gowins, Nose 
and Tail (44). Below, Gowins is 
shown during tense moment of 
final game. 

PHOTO CONTEST 

Convair FW Camera Club 
members were scheduled to elect 
officers and compete in a quar¬ 
terly photographic contest at a 
meeting Monday, June 6, at the 
YMCA. J. H. Herbert, Engineer¬ 
ing (6-5), was to judge the con¬ 
test. Prizes were to be awarded 
in black and white and color divi¬ 
sions. 


bowling league is now in its fifth 
week with the Has Beens in the 
lead with 17 wins, three losses. 
The dozen teams bowl each Wed¬ 
nesday at 6:30 p.m. at Pacific 
Recreation. 


Athlete of Month 
Award to Mendez 

Marten Mendez of Production 
Control SD late last month was 
voted the April “Start of the 
Month” plaque awarded by the 
Breitbard Athletic Foundation. 

Mendez won the award as the 
outstanding San Diego athlete of 
the month in recognition of his 
victory in the national badminton 
championships at Chicago during 
which he defeated Joe Alston 
(another San Diegan) to win the 
title vacated by Dr. David Free¬ 
man who was in England, unable 
to compete. 


Jim Hayman, assistant bowling 
commissioner, announced that 
this event is primarily for novice 
bowlers and there still may be 
places open. Anyone interested 
can reach Hayman on Ext. 493. 
The standings as of June 1 fol¬ 
low: 

W. L. 


Has Beens . 17 3 

Sad Sacks . 15 5 

Little Potatoes . 14 6 

Primary Assembly . 14 6 

Convairiety . 13 7 

Navigator ... 13 7 

Five Termites . 9 11 

Tabbies . 7 13 

Lumber Jacks . 6 14 

Ornery Dons .-. 5 15 

Grave Diggers . 4 16 

Mighty Five . 2 18 


High individual scores so far 
are: John Brandt, 225; Mary Ann 
Harlow, 192; high individual 
series, Paul Aslin, 577; Gloria 
Robinson and Alice Peck, 470. 


NO STRAIN—Dick Collier, Convair SD singles and doubles 
champ, serves during doubles tournament, May 21. Collier, who 
also is SD County champion, teamed with Howard Smith (runner-up 
in singles) to overwhelm John Avery and Logan Jenkins in doubles 
finals, 6-0, 6-4. Avery, who is receiving Collier’s serve in this photo, 
earlier won the consolation round, defeating John Struthers in the 
finals, 6-2, 6-0. Photo by R. C. Ferguson of SD Camera Club. 
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Payroll Deduction 
Aids Bond Buyers 

(Continued from Page 1) 
television set, but prefer not to 
pay out the cash from your sav¬ 
ings. You can start buying sav¬ 
ings bonds and when you've 
enough money in them, cash them 
to make your purchase. 

“By the same system, you can 
save up to make a down payment 
on a new home, or perhaps to buy 
a new car. 

“Then, in addition to the good 
that you’re doing your family, 
you also at the same time are 
helping the government finance 
its operations and reduce the 
threat of inflation.” 

Employees wishing additional 
information about U. S. Savings 
Bonds are advised to inquire of 
their immediate supervisors. 


Expanded Recreation 
Program In Sight 

(Continued from page 1) 
Donnelly, “so we are hopeful that 
we can get our association rolling 
at top speed in record time.” 

One of the first moves toward 
making recreation plans will be 
to determine by means of a sur¬ 
vey just what activities employ¬ 
ees are most interested in, and 
how many employees are inter¬ 
ested in those activities. 

To arrive at this on a factual 
basis, each employee will be ask¬ 
ed to answer questions on a card 
which will be provided him. On 
the card are listed 37 different 
activities and places for each per¬ 
son to designate whether he is 
interested in the activity as a 
participant or as a spectator, and 
how many members of his family 
are also interested. 

When the results are tabulated, 
the Convair FW Recreation Asso¬ 
ciation will have complete details 
on which to plan a well-rounded 
program which will reach the 
greatest poss’ble number of Con¬ 
vair families, Donnelly pointed 
out. 


Mrs. Herriott Hurt 
In Crash Near Chico 

Mrs. Josephine Herriott, Con¬ 
vair FW Accounting (9-1) was 
seriously injured in an airplane 
crash May 15 near Chico, Tex., 
when the light plane piloted by 
her husband was caught in a 
gust of wind during a take-off. 
Mrs. Herriott suffered a broken 
collarbone, broken foot, and facial 
cuts. She is expected to be con¬ 
fined at Harris Memorial Metho¬ 
dist Hospital for at least a 
month. Her husband, also ser¬ 
iously injured, is hospitalized at 
Bridgeport, Tex. Dept. 9 work¬ 
ers are assisting the injured 
"ouple. 


SWEEPSTAKES PLAYED 
The fourth Convair FW plant¬ 
wide sweepstakes golf tourna¬ 
ment was scheduled for Saturday, 
June 4, at Worth Hills course. 
Prizes were to be awarded the top 
five teams in the sweepstakes 
play, with “blind bogey” prizes 
going to individuals. 


FW Plant Has Lights Enough to Make 
Rope 38 Miles Long if Laid End to End 


Did you ever try to tell a 
friend about the plant at Con¬ 
vair FW—only to give up and 
decide that he’d have to see it 
to understand what an enor¬ 
mous operation it is? 

Things like these, dug up by 
Industrial Engineering and Plant 
Engineering departments, may 
help you next time: 

Did you know you could have a 
fair-sized ranch in the 528 acres 






of ground on which the plant is 
located ? 

Buildings alone cover 60 acres, 
the field operations yard 80 acres 
and the parking lots 70 acres. 

Enclosed floor space totals 
4,000,000 square feet. That plus 
outdoor paved areas gives the 
plant a total of more than 
7,500,000 square feet of working 
space—the largest of any air¬ 
craft plant in the nation. 

The main assembly building 
itself is 1,280,000 square feet on 
the ground floor—not including 
the mezzanines. 

Lights? You’ve got em! 
More than 32,500. Laid end 
to end, they’d make a shining 
rope of light 38 miles long. 

If you’re allergic to ringing 
telephones, they’ll give you a bad 
time at Convair FW. There are 
944 instruments and 18 telephone 
trunk lines. 

To guarantee you an oppor¬ 
tunity for lunch, cafeteries and 
lunch wagons are capable of 
feeding up to 10,000 persons 
per shift—and can feed more 
if it ever becomes necessary. 


NEW PRESIDENT — Newly 
elected president of the Ft. Worth 
Chapter of the National Associa¬ 
tion of Cost Accountants is Don 
E. Ransom, general supervisor of 
Accounting (9). Elected treas¬ 
urer at the same time was W. D. 
Strong, supervisor in the same 
department. 


7 Miles of Clothes 
Go to Wash Tubs 


Convair Friends Aid 
Grieving Parents 

Convair FW friends came to 
the aid of Kenneth Austin Rutter, 
Sr., Tool Room and Fixtures (81), 
after his four-year-old son died 
in a St. Louis hospital a few 
hours after an operation for 
brain tumor in an effort to save 
his life. 

Workers in Dept. 44, Nose and 
Tail, and Dept. 81, contributed 
over $300 to enable the grief- 
stricken parents to return their 
son to Ft. Worth for burial. The 
boy was flown to St. Louis by the 
Eighth Air Force to enable 
noted brain surgeon to perform 
the delicate operation. 


“Operation Wash Tub,” set up 
for Convair flood victims, was 
successfully accomplished after 
two days of continual soaping 
and sudsing of flood-soaked 
clothes and linens by Convair 
wash tub crews. 

“Operation Wash Tub” was 
manned by 140 Convair volun¬ 
teers each day who kept 81 ma¬ 
chines Humming. Approximately 
75 families were provided with 
clean, fresh clothes, picked up and 
delivered to their homes by 13 
volunteer cars. Largest laundry 
of the operation filled 17 ma¬ 
chines. 

Budge Lee, chairman of the 
project, estimated that seven 
miles of clothes line would have 
been needed to hang the giant 
wash. Included in one washing 
was a fur coat—but it wasn’t run 
through a machine, just rinsed. 

Two Convair workers, Mrs. 
Laura Bowlus, Pattern Shop (82), 
and M. F. Hudson, Wing Struc¬ 
ture (45), offered the facilities 
of their washeterias for the two 
days. Other Convair workers do¬ 
nated their machines and water 
for the project. Soap was fur¬ 
nished by Gillam’s Soap Works 
for the Convair washing. 


CONVAIR FW COUPLE WED 
—Miss Gladys Cain, Engineering 
(6-7), and Carter Brogdon, In¬ 
spection (27-9), were married in 
a double ring ceremony May 20 
at the First Baptist Church in 
Ft. Worth. After a honeymoon 
trip to San Antonio and Port 
Aransas, the couple are in their 
new home at 3101 Westridge. 


NOW IT’S THE XF-92A—Here is Convair model 7002 in a 
recent photo taken at Muroc. The speedy jet experimental plane re¬ 
cently was officially accepted by the Air Force and designated 
XF-92A which henceforth will be its military name. Negotiations 
are in progress for turning the delta wing ship back to Convair 
crews for continuation of its test program. Since construction, the 
plane has been at Muroc Air Base undergoing exhaustive tests to 
prove the design. 


FW Folks Open Their Pockets to Assist 
Those Who Lost Heavily in Flood 

(Continued from page 1) 


each hourly worker affected in 
order to offset, at least partly, 
his loss of wages due to absence 
during the emergency. 

Hundreds of Convair families 
not affected took flood victims’ 
families into their homes until 
adequate shelter can be ob¬ 
tained. 

Approximately 10 truck loads 
of clothing was contributed by 
employees. The clothing sub¬ 
committee under direction of 
R. B. Smith as chairman sup¬ 
plied complete outfits of serv¬ 
iceable clothing to 132 Convair 
families — all that requested 
such assistance—and had truck 
loads of clothing to spare. Sur¬ 
plus was sent to the Salvation 
Army for disbursement to 
needy families. 

The manpower committee, 
under Chairman C. H. White, 
sent nearly 3,000 volunteer work¬ 
ers into the flood area on the 
Saturday and Sunday after the 
flood, while Convair itself sup¬ 
plied trucks and other equipment. 
Hundreds of volunteers continued 
their assistance in off-duty hours 
in the weeks that followed. 

The Convair crews, manning 
shovels and trucks, carried truck 
load after truck load of waste and 
debris from the flooded areas to 
assist home owners in the clean 
up necessary before they could 
begin to rebuild and repair the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
of damage. 

After dire emergency needs 
were met, the Convair employees 
committee worked with the dis¬ 
aster rehabilitation division of 
American Red Cross to assure 
that all Convair employees eli¬ 
gible for Red Cross rehabilitation 
awards received them. 

Red Cross officials urged 
Convair families not to sell 
their homes, and not to go 
heavily into debt by borrowing 
money, until they have deter¬ 
mined what Red Cross assist¬ 
ance will be provided. 

They emphasized that as¬ 
sistance rendered by Convair 
employees does not make them 
ineligible for Red Cross awards. 

Red Cross officials stated flat¬ 
ly that awards will be based on 
needs in relation with the finan¬ 
cial ability of the family to fill 
its own needs. Convair families 
are eligible for Red Cross awards 
for clothing, furniture and home 


repairs if they can show that 
their needs are beyond their fi¬ 
nancial resources. 

It was emphasized that this as¬ 
sistance from the Red Cross is a 
grant—an award. It is not a 
loan, and no repayment will be 
permitted in any case. Red Cross, 
in general, is attempting to see 
that each family has its basic 
necessities of clothing, furniture 
and shelter at approximately the 
same standard of living to which 
it was accustomed before the 
flood. 

When Red Cross rehabilitation 
work is completed, a summary 
report on the number of Convair 
families helped will be made in 
CONVAIRIETY. 

The Convair and Air Force em¬ 
ployee effort was directed by a 
general committee made up of 
one member from each of the fol¬ 
lowing. The International Asso¬ 
ciation of Machinists, the Feder¬ 
ated Independent Texas Unions, 
the Convair Management Club, 
the Air Force, and Convair. 

Members of major sub-commit¬ 
tees are: Manpower — White, 
chairman. S. E. Keith, Jr., W. H. 
Govett, R. L. Davis, C. D. Lines, 
Glenn Evans, and Budge V. Lee. 
Clothing—Smith, chairman. Guy 
Nesbitt, Earl Hammond, Don Ses¬ 
sions, and P. D. Leblanc. Finance 
—Crosier, chairman. L. R. Mat¬ 
thews, R. C. Kinzer, A. L. Cow¬ 
ard, and Fred Bassett. 

A full and complete financial 
report on the Convair employees 
fund will be given in CON¬ 
VAIRIETY when available. 


St T YOU* COVtft 

mAI«HT/ 


payroll 

S AVin ss 




Buy U S.Savings Bonds 
REGULARLY 


AkMlbLYi * aril] * I ={ a 


aircraft corp 4 


j 

1 a 

1 




mwmmk 


mm 


INDUSTRIAL EXHIBIT—Wind tunnel scale model used in test¬ 
ing the B-36 was displayed to the public in May at the Southwestern 
Industrial Exposition in Ft. Worth. 


* I] i Humorist, Writer 
To Tell FW Club 
About Skulduggery 

A humorist, writer and one of 
the nation’s most popular after- 
dinner speakers, Arthur F. (Art) 
Briese, will be featured on the 
June 18 Ladies’ Night program 
of the Convair FW Management 
Club, according to Sam E. Keith, 
Jr. 

Briese, billed as “America’s 
Knight of Satire,” will speak on 
“Skullduggery at the Old Cross¬ 
roads.” 

A talk by Maj. Gen. K. B. 
Wolfe, director of Procurement 
and Industrial Planning Division 
at AMC, and management re¬ 
marks by LaMotte T. Cohu, Con¬ 
vair president and general man¬ 
ager, featured the May 27 meet¬ 
ing. It was designated as Air 
Force night. Guests included 
Amon Carter and Col. Beverly H. 
Warren, chief of the Ft. Worth 
Procurement Field Office of 
AMC. 

















































